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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

A PROCLAMATION HONORING
MATT WHEELER FOR WINNING
THE BOYS’ DIVISION III STATE
BASEBALL CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker:

Whereas, Matt Wheeler showed hard work
and dedication to the sport of baseball; and

Whereas, Matt Wheeler was a supportive
team player; and

Whereas, Matt Wheeler always displayed
sportsmanship on and off of the field; now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, that along with his friends, family,
and the residents of the 18th Congressional
District, | congratulate Matt Wheeler on win-
ning the Boys’ Division |l State Baseball
Championship. We recognize the tremendous
hard work and sportsmanship he has dem-
onstrated during the 2008—-2009 baseball sea-
son.

——————

HONORING MARSHALL AND
MARJORIE BARLOW

HON. GWEN MOORE

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to congratulate Marshall and
Marjorie Barlow for being selected for the
2009 Angels in Adoption Award. This award is
to honor the tremendous and selfless work of
two of my constituents that has enriched the
lives of foster children and orphans. | believe
the Barlow family is truly deserving of this high
honor and | want to commend them for their
service to our community.

According to most recent data from the De-
partment of Health and Human Services, in
2006, 79,000 children were taken away from
their parents in the court systems but only
51,000 were adopted. According to the same
data, in 2006, there were a total of 510,000
children in the U.S. foster care system that
needed a safe environment to live. These star-
tling facts demonstrate that foster care fami-
lies, like the Barlows, are so tremendously im-
portant for helping and preserving our nation’s
most valuable investment for the future, our
children.

Marshall and Marjorie have gone consist-
ently above and beyond the call of duty by
taking on a rather specialized role in the foster
care system. In addition to over 400 children
who have entered their doors, the Barlow fam-
ily serves as an assessment family. Assess-
ment families are on call 24 hours a day, 7
days a week in order to ensure that a potential
adopting family meets the requirements for
providing a safe and caring environment for
the children.

The Barlow family also shows their deep
and personal dedication to the foster care sys-
tem through many different aspects of their
own lives. For example, their household con-
tains what they call a “virtual store,” a collec-
tion of clothes, toys, and care items for chil-
dren of all ages. Another example of their gen-
erosity is when Marjorie and Marshall, already
parents of three, opened their family to one of
their foster children. The first young woman
that they took in was pregnant and they
helped her give birth to the first child that they
adopted into their own family, Taliyah.

Marshall and Marjorie Barlow are truly de-
serving of this honor and recognition for their
dedication to such a noble cause. The Barlow
family is a true inspiration to us for touching
the lives of so many children that desperately
need our help.

———

IN HONOR OF DR. BENJAMIN F.
PAYTON

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to Dr. Benjamin F.
Payton of Tuskegee, AL. Dr. Payton will retire
next year after 28 years as the president of
Tuskegee University. During his tenure, he
guided the university through unprecedented
growth and development.

A native of Orangeburg, SC, Dr. Payton
graduated Phi Beta Kappa from South Caro-
lina State University in 1955 with a B.A. in so-
cial studies. He went on to receive a B.D. from
Harvard in political theology, an M.A. from Co-
lumbia in the philosophy of religion, and a
Ph.D. in social ethics from Yale.

Prior to joining Tuskegee, Dr. Payton was
program officer of Higher Education and Re-
search at the Ford Foundation in New York
City (1972-81); president of Benedict College
in Columbia, SC (1967-72); executive director
of the Commission on Religion and Race at
the Department of Social Justice at the Na-
tional Council of Churches in the U.S.A.
(1966-67); director of the Office of Church
and Race at the Protestant Council of the City
of New York (1965-66); and an assistant pro-
fessor at Howard University in Washington,
DC (1963-65).

Dr. Payton has served Tuskegee since
1981. Among his many accomplishments at
the university, he established and developed a
number of programs for students in the fields
of engineering, health care, bioethics, and
business.

Additionally, he has been instrumental in
raising funds for various renovation and im-
provement projects on campus, has helped to
increase the endowment almost sevenfold,
and has served as a shining example of lead-
ership and moral courage for every student
who steps on the Tuskegee University cam-
pus.

He has received three Presidential appoint-
ments, first by President Ronald Reagan to
the Board for International Food and Agricul-
tural Development, by President George H.
Bush to lead the Task Force on Agricultural
and Economic Development to Zaire, and
most recently by President George W. Bush to
chair the Advisory Board on Historically Black
Colleges and Universities.

Madam Speaker, it is my distinct honor to
recognize Dr. Benjamin F. Payton on the oc-
casion of his retirement and | commend him
for his dedication, outstanding leadership and,
above all, thank him for his years of sacrifice,
hard work, and service to his community and
to the United States.

——————

RECOGNIZING INDIANA UNIVER-
SITY OF PENNSYLVANIA’S COM-
MITMENT TO OUR STUDENTS
AND COMMUNITY

HON. JOHN P. MURTHA

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Mr. MURTHA. Madam Speaker, Indiana
University of Pennsylvania (lUP) has been
providing quality, affordable higher educational
opportunities to students since 1875.

With over 14,000 students, 1,600 employ-
ees, and an annual operating budget of nearly
$250 million, IUP is one of the top economic
drivers in Indiana County, and the reason why
unemployment rates there fall well below the
national and state averages.

In this tough economy, IUP has the largest
student enrolliment in University history, and
has been frequently ranked as a “best value
for public colleges and universities.”

Madam Speaker, when my grandfather,
Charles Ray, graduated from IUP in 1902,
there were only twenty-five students in his
class. Twenty-five years later, my mother
graduated from IUP, and by the time my
daughter graduated from I|UP the University
had over 10,000 students.

Having worked with IUP over the last few
decades, | have witnessed both their aca-
demic achievements and their strong leader-
ship within our community. University officials
work hand-in-hand with our local and state
representatives to identify projects that have
the greatest academic impact on our students
and the greatest economic impact on our com-
munity.

The Foundation for IUP is currently working
with city and county officials to make a series
of main street improvements to downtown In-
diana. The Foundation’s $500,000 investment
is transforming the city’s main thoroughfare
and improving the livability of our community.

IUP is near the completion of a multi-phase
residential revival program, a $270 million
public-private collaboration that is the largest
of its kind in the nation. These new student
housing facilities integrate “living-learning”
space and are beautifying both the campus
and community.
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Most recently, IUP began construction of a
150,000 square-foot convention and athletic
complex. The complex, built on the site of a
former salvage company, will provide IUP and
the community with space to accommodate
large events that will bring in both patrons and
revenue.

Madam Speaker, | rise to commend the
achievements of Indiana University of Penn-
sylvania, and to thank them for their excep-
tional commitment to our students and to our
community.

————
A PROCLAMATION HONORING
JOHNNY TIACOBUCCI FOR WIN-

NING THE BOYS’ DIVISION III
STATE BASEBALL CHAMPION-
SHIP

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker:

Whereas, Johnny lacobucci showed hard
work and dedication to the sport of baseball;
and

Whereas, Johnny lacobucci was a sup-
portive team player; and

Whereas, Johnny lacobucci always dis-
played sportsmanship on and off of the field;
now, therefore, be it

Resolved, that along with his friends, family,
and the residents of the 18th Congressional
District, | congratulate Johnny lacobucci on
winning the Boys’ Division Il State Baseball
Championship. We recognize the tremendous
hard work and sportsmanship he has dem-
onstrated during the 2008—-2009 baseball sea-
son.

————

COPPER QUEEN COMMUNITY
HOSPITAL 125TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. GABRIELLE GIFFORDS

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Ms. GIFFORDS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the Copper Queen Com-
munity Hospital, which has been providing ex-
ceptional healthcare in Bisbee and South-
eastern Arizona for 125 years.

Copper Queen Community Hospital began
serving residents in this historic mining com-
munity of Bisbee in the 1880s. Like the com-
munity it serves, the hospital has come a long
way since those rough and tumble days, when
its medical care was offered in a mining cave.

The first hospital building was built by the
mining companies in 1900—a dozen years be-
fore Arizona even became a state. Twenty-six
years later, a new hospital was constructed to
provide services to the miners and other pa-
tients. At that time, Bisbee was a thriving and
bustling community, a town that grew pros-
perous because of copper, gold, silver and
other minerals.

Today’s current hospital building opened in
1961, thanks to the Phelps Dodge Corpora-
tion. It was operated by the mining company
until 1976, when the hospital and all equip-
ment were donated to the Cochise County
Hospital Association. At that time, the Bisbee
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Hospital Association was established to over-
see hospitals operations and to ensure that
Southeastern Arizona had access to nec-
essary medical services and high-quality pa-
tient care. This new association was open to
community members and leaders, beginning a
tradition of community involvement that con-
tinues to this day.

The Copper Queen Community Hospital of
2009 is a 14-bed critical-access, non-profit fa-
cility that provides a full range of medical serv-
ices to residents of Bisbee and Cochise Coun-
ty. In recent years, clinics in outlying areas
have extended healthcare to rural commu-
nities.

The hospital’s strong commitment to rural
healthcare makes it a worthy recipient of fed-
eral assistance. Needed funding allows for the
ever expansion of the emergency room, im-
provement in patient services and help for
those in need in Cochise County.

For more than a century, Copper Queen
Community Hospital has held true to its mis-
sion of providing access to primary healthcare
in southeastern Cochise. The hospital is one
of only four in Arizona to be on the list of the
100 Top Regional Hospitals in the United
States. It plays a critical role in the delivery of
medical services to the people of Congres-
sional District 8.

| am proud to join with a grateful community
to commend Copper Queen Community Hos-
pital for its long tradition of quality healthcare
and | wish it continued success.

——————

CONGRATULATIONS CHANCELLOR
ANGELA MERKEL

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, on September 29, 2009, The New
York Times reported that “Europe’s Socialists
Suffering Even in Downturn.” This comes on
the heels of the September 27th elections in
Germany where the socialist parties faired
poorly receiving only 23 percent of the vote—
their worst result since World War 1.

| want to congratulate Chancellor Angela
Merkel on her re-election to the position of
chancellor and commend her on her capable
and strong leadership for the German people
and in the world community. She now leads a
coalition made up of the Christian Democrats
and Free Democrats who received 33.8 per-
cent and 15 percent of the vote respectively.

Following her original election, Merkel was
the first person from the former East Germany
to assume the post of chancellor of the unified
Germany. This is a tremendous achievement
since she grew up under the communism of
East Germany.

With a center-right majority, Chancellor
Merkel will continue to lead with conservative
principles towards greater prosperity. Germany
will continue to be a vital member of NATO
promoting peace through strength.

| am grateful for my German heritage which
German Ambassador Klaus Scharioth sub-
stantiated for me this year. My ancester Daniel
Weisiger was born in Frankfort in 1709 and
immigrated in 1731, from Rotterdam, the Neth-
erlands, to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He set-
tled in Chesterfield County, Virginia. | am
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proud to continue my German heritage with
my first name being Addison, even though my
nickname is Joe. My second son and first
grandson now continue the name Addison.

———————

A PROCLAMATION HONORING JIM
MONIGOLD FOR WINNING THE
BOYS’ DIVISION III STATE BASE-
BALL CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker:

Whereas, Jim Monigold showed hard work
and dedication to the sport of baseball; and

Whereas, Jim Monigold was a supportive
coach; and

Whereas, Jim Monigold always displayed
sportsmanship on and off of the field; now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, that along with his friends, family,
and the residents of the 18th Congressional
District, | congratulate Jim Monigold on win-
ning the Boys’ Division Il State Baseball
Championship. We recognize the tremendous
hard work and sportsmanship he has dem-
onstrated during the 2008—-2009 baseball sea-
son.

———

AIDING AMERICAN SAMOA 1IN
QUAKE AND TSUNAMI RECOVERY
EFFORTS

HON. DONNA M. CHRISTENSEN

OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Madam Speaker, |
once again today rise to extend my thought
and prayers to the victims of the 8.0 mag-
nitude earthquake and the subsequent tsu-
nami that devastated our brothers and sisters
in the U.S. territory in the South Pacific, Amer-
ican Samoa and Western Samoa.

Any my heart and that of all Virgin Islanders
go out with sympathy to those that have lost
loved ones as a result of yesterday’s tragedy.

As the Congresswoman from the U.S. Virgin
Islands, a community of islands that are also
vulnerable to tropical disasters, and former
chair of the Subcommittee on Insular Affairs, |
am well aware of the toll that it can take on
people, on infrastructure, on our time and re-
sources but most especially—individuals and
families. And the emotional repercussions go
on long after the physical recovery is done.

Having visited American Samoa on several
occasions and Western Samoa once, | know
of the many struggles especially faced by the
people of American Samoa, but | also know of
their close family and community ties, their
strength of spirit and most importantly, their
faith.

The people of my district, the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands and | stand in solidarity with the people
of American Samoa at this time of their great
distress.

| extend my support of our colleagues and
friend—the Dean of the territorial delegation—
Congressman ENI FALEOMAVAEGA as we make
the necessary arrangements to mobile and de-
ploy the urgently needed emergency assist-
ance that our President has directed, and as-
sure them that the American people and the
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people of the other offshore territories stand
ready to assist them in their time of need.

As | said earlier, the people of American
Samoa and Western Samoa are a strong and
resilient people. | know that their faith and
their strong cultural bonds and traditions will
help; them meet this present challenge, as
they have ones that have come before.

On behalf of myself, my staff and the people
of the Virgin Islands, please know that you
can count on us in your hour of need, but also
as you move forward in recovery and then to
address the other longstanding challenges that
your leaders so clearly and passionately out-
lined for us when we were there last month.

——————

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
PEOPLE OF AMERICAN SAMOA

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, | rise to ex-
press my heartfelt condolences and deepest
sympathies to the people of American Samoa
as they cope with the effects of the powerful
earthquake and tsunami that struck American
Samoa, Independent Samoa and Tonga yes-
terday, September 29, 2009.

Our fellow Americans in American Samoa
are presently facing tragic losses of life and
property as a result of the most devastating of
circumstances. It has been reported that sur-
vivors of the deadly earthquake-triggered tsu-
nami described how they watched the in-rush-
ing sea swallow up coastal towns and villages
leaving devastation in its wake.

At least 111 people are confirmed killed in
Independent Samoa, American Samoa’s
neighbor to the north and on Tonga and offi-
cials in the Polynesia region have expressed
fears the toll will rise as rescue workers strug-
gle to reach outlying villages submerged and
flattened by the wave.

Additionally the island is without telephone
service; homes and government buildings
have been destroyed and the airport runway
has been severely damaged. | applaud Presi-
dent Obama for his prompt response in de-
claring this a major disaster. | also want to
commend our colleague, Congressman ENI
FALEOMAVAEGA for his efforts facilitating the re-
lief efforts that are currently underway.

Last month, | had the distinct pleasure of
visiting American Samoa where we were gra-
ciously hosted by my good friend Congress-
man ENI FALEOMAVAEGA and the American
Samoa Fono. In Pago Pago and the village of
Leone, two areas severely hit, we were
showered with beautiful and ornate traditional
gifts and received with the warmest of wel-
comes and hospitality.

American Samoans in the Pacific and in the
mainland United States are an integral part of
our country’s history and of our American so-
cial fabric. They are our brothers who fight val-
iantly in our wars and contribute immensely to
the prosperity of our country. Today, | send
my thoughts and prayers to the victims and
their family members in this moment of grief
and tragic loss. We stand in solidarity with our
brothers and pray for their speedy recovery.
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A PROCLAMATION HONORING JER-
EMY BOLON FOR WINNING THE
BOYS’ DIVISION III STATE BASE-
BALL CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker:

Whereas, Jeremy Bolon showed hard work
and dedication to the sport of baseball; and

Whereas, Jeremy Bolon was a supportive
coach; and

Whereas, Jeremy Bolon always displayed
sportsmanship on and off of the field; now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, that along with his friends, family,
and the residents of the 18th Congressional
District, | congratulate Jeremy Bolon on win-
ning the Boys’ Division Ill State Baseball
Championship. We recognize the tremendous
hard work and sportsmanship he has dem-
onstrated during the 2008-2009 baseball sea-
son.

————

INTRODUCTION OF A HOUSE RESO-
LUTION COMMEMORATING THE
CANONIZATION OF FATHER
DAMIEN DpE VEUSTER, SS.CC. TO
SAINTHOOD

HON. MAZIE K. HIRONO

OF HAWAII
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Ms. HIRONO. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to introduce a resolution commemorating the
canonization of Father Damien de Veuster, a
member of the Congregation of the Sacred
Hearts of Jesus and Mary, to sainthood on
October 11, 2009. Some 600 people from Ha-
waii are traveling to the Vatican to witness his
elevation.

As many of you know, Father Damien is
recognized for his 16 years of selfless service
to the people who were forcibly isolated on the
peninsula of Kalaupapa on the island of
Molokai, Hawaii, because they were diag-
nosed with leprosy, also known as Hansen’s
disease. Living among the people of
Kalaupapa from 1873 to 1889, he eventually
contracted Hansen’s disease and ultimately
died and was buried on Molokai.

The policy of exiling persons with the dis-
ease that was then known as leprosy began
under the Kingdom of Hawaii and continued
under the governments of the Republic of Ha-
waii, the Territory of Hawaii, and the State of
Hawaii. Children, mothers, and fathers were
forcibly separated and sent to the isolated pe-
ninsula of Kalaupapa, which for most of its
history could only be accessed by water or via
a steep mule trail. Children born to parents at
Kalaupapa were taken away from their moth-
ers and sent to orphanages or to other family
members outside of Kalaupapa. Hawaii’s iso-
lation laws for people with Hansen’s disease
were not repealed until 1969, even though
medications to control the disease had been
available since the late 1940s.

| believe that all people, regardless of their
religious beliefs, can recognize truly extraor-
dinary persons who give of themselves without
reserve for the betterment of their fellow
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human beings. Father Damien was surely
such a person. No disease was as feared as
leprosy in the late 1800s, but he volunteered
to serve at Kalaupapa and requested to stay
there in order to serve those who most
shunned. He recognized the human rights and
inherent dignity of all people, especially those
he lived alongside at Kalaupapa.

Father Damien worked with those who were
isolated at Kalaupapa to improve living condi-
tions. A skilled carpenter, he led in the build-
ing of houses and hospitals, six chapels, a
home for boys, and a home for girls. At the
same time, he ministered to the spiritual and
physical needs of his parishioners and helped
to bury the hundreds who died during his
years there.

It is noteworthy that, shortly after Hawaii be-
came a State, Father Damien was the first se-
lection of the State legislature to be memorial-
ized in a statue as part of the National Stat-
uary Hall Collection. Despite the fact that he
was not born in Hawaii and lived so long ago,
Hawaii’'s people recognized that his life em-
bodied the true spirit of aloha (love, compas-
sion, mercy, grace) and malama (to care for).

| have visited Father Damien’s church and
grave at Kalawao on the Kalaupapa peninsula.
| hope that some of you will have the oppor-
tunity to visit Kalaupapa at some point in your
lives. | know that you will be deeply moved, as
| was, by the example of this man, soon to be
recognized as a saint, as well as by the cour-
age and perseverance of the people he dedi-
cated his life to serving.

———————

TRIBUTE TO MR. ROBERT
TILLSLEY

HON. SCOTT GARRETT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to pay tribute to Mr. Rob-
ert Tillsley of Franklin Lakes, New Jersey for
his dedicated support to the Boy Scouts of
Northern New Jersey as well as Ramapo Col-
lege and the members of the community of
Bergen County. Tonight, Mr. Tillsley is being
honored by the lacapogh Mountains District of
the Northern New Jersey Council of the Boy
Scouts for his commitment to improving the
local community. This district serves more
than 3,000 youth, guided by 1,000 adult volun-
teers through 32 Cub Packs, 26 Boy Scout
Troops and 6 Venture Crews.

Robert T. Tillsley has been a member and
friend of scouting for his entire life. He started
as a member of Troop 55 in Paterson, New
Jersey, and worked his way up from Patrol
Leader to become Junior Assistant Scout-
master. In November of 1960, he achieved the
honor of Eagle Scout and has consistently
held true to its creeds—"“once an Eagle Scout,
always an Eagle Scout.”

Mr. Tillsley also supports a variety of com-
mendable organizations outside of the Boy
Scouts. He serves as the chairman of the
Foundation Board of Governors at Ramapo
College and has chaired several board com-
mittees over the years. He has worked with
McBride Corporate Real Estate since 1988
where he started as a Senior Vice President
responsible for the marketing of multi-tenant
office buildings and then moved on to
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McBride’s National Services division to serve
as President in 1994. His responsibilities in-
clude the oversight of national services, cus-
tomer service, database implementation, main-
taining relationships, and implementation of
marketing services for the division. He is an
active member of the Society of Industrial &
Office Realtors, the Industrial & Office Real
Estate Brokers Association of Metropolitan
New York, and CORFAC International—a
worldwide commercial real estate network
through which he has spoken at numerous
global conferences and serves as an Execu-
tive Committee member.

As Boy Scouting founder Lord Baden Powel
once said, “It is the spirit within, not the ve-
neer without, which makes a man.” Robert
Tillsley’s spirit can be seen in his laudable
educational and business pursuits on behalf of
the Boy Scouts of America throughout the 5th
district of New Jersey; | join with his family,
friends, and community in celebrating this mo-
mentous occasion.

———

TRIBUTE TO MR. STUART FROHM

HON. DAVE CAMP

OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Mr. CAMP. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor and commend Mr. Stuart Frohm, a pro-
lific political journalist, columnist, and editor.

Stu will retire today, September 30, 2009,
after 30 years with the Midland Daily News,
my hometown newspaper. He was the political
writer and wire editor for state, national, and
world stories and photos.

Stu was a true newspaper man, a balanced
mix of watchdog and champion for the Mid-
land area community. He was a tireless and
dedicated reporter and editor who fully under-
stood politics. He was thorough and he was
fair, even when critical. Most importantly, he
informed readers and helped bring us to-
gether, even through the toughest decisions,
the way only a professional journalist can.

| have shared many experiences with Stu.
After each election, Stu and | talked. After
State of the Unions, major votes, and impor-
tant moments in our political history, Stu and
| would talk on the phone. In fact, | vividly re-
member that it was Stu on the phone with me
as the events of 9/11/2001 unfolded in Wash-
ington, D.C., and we were still talking as the
Capitol Police told us to run out of the Cannon
House Office Building.

Stu is much more than a reporter, much
more than a columnist, and much more than
an editor. He is a dedicated husband, beloved
father and cherished community leader. It is
an honor to consider him a friend, and | say
that “on the record.”

| ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Mr. Stuart Frohm, a journalist, editor,
and friend, and wishing him the best of luck in
his retirement.
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A PROCLAMATION HONORING
ZANE SHUSS FOR WINNING THE
BOYS’ DIVISION III STATE BASE-
BALL CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker:

Whereas, Zane Shuss showed hard work
and dedication to the sport of baseball; and

Whereas, Zane Shuss was a supportive
team player; and

Whereas, Zane Shuss always displayed
sportsmanship on and off of the field; now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, that along with his friends, family,
and the residents of the 18th Congressional
District, | congratulate Zane Shuss on winning
the Boys’ Division Il State Baseball Cham-
pionship. We recognize the tremendous hard
work and sportsmanship he has demonstrated
during the 2008-2009 baseball season.

———
HONORING MARILYN M. MATHIS
FOR HER SERVICE TO

MURFREESBORO CITY SCHOOLS
HON. BART GORDON

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor Marilyn M.
Mathis who is leaving Murfreesboro City
Schools after 26 years of service to pursue a
new phase in her distinguished career.

Marilyn joined City Schools in 1983 as the
Assistant Superintendent for Administration
under the leadership of School Director Dr.
John Hodge Jones. After Dr. Jones’ retirement
in 1997, Marilyn was appointed Director of
Schools.

During her 26 year tenure, Marilyn has seen
the City School's student population nearly
doubled. As Director, she has been influential
in improving City Schools over the last 12
years.

Marilyn was determined to live up to the
standards set by the No Child Left Behind Act
and strived to make City Schools one of the
top school districts in the state of Tennessee.
She led the system by its mission statement:
“to assure academic and personal success for
each child.”

Under Marilyn’s leadership, City Schools
added three new schools including the Bell-
wood-Bowdoin Preschool for more than 400
at-risk preschool students, and the opening of
Scales and John Pittard Elementary Schools.
She also established Bradley Academy as “An
Arts Integrated School,” the Discovery School
for high achieving students at Reeves-Roger,
and named Hobgood Elementary as a NASA
Explorer School.

Marilyn also supported and participated in a
public education foundation for Murfreesboro
City Schools and created a partnership agree-
ment with Middle Tennessee State University
located in Murfreesboro.

Her legacy to City Schools will live on for
years to come, and the students of
Murfreesboro are better prepared for the fu-
ture because of her hard work and dedication.

October 1, 2009

Thank you Marilyn. | wish you the best of
luck in your new position as Executive Director
of the Association for Independent and Munic-
ipal Schools.

———

IN HONOR OF MORT WEISBERG

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor of Mort Weisberg, recipient of
the Jewish National Fund's Tree of Life
Award.

The Tree of Life Award is one of the Jewish
National Fund’s highest honors; a humani-
tarian award given in recognition of out-
standing community involvement, leadership
and service. Furthermore, the award is a sym-
bol of a strong and improved Israel and alle-
giance to American-Israeli friendship.

Mr. Weisberg is the president and chief ex-
ecutive of Multi-Care Management, a nursing
home operator, in the Greater Cleveland area.
In addition to running a successful care-taking
facility, Mort is the chairman of the Ohio Board
of Examiners of Nursing Home Administrators.
His active and generous participation in nu-
merous Cleveland area charities further exhib-
its his commitment to the community.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in honor of Mort Weisberg for being pre-
sented the Tree of Life Award by the Jewish
National Fund. | offer my congratulations to
Mort as he is recognized for his service to the
communities of Cleveland and dedication to a
strong American-Israeli relationship.

STATEMENT COMMEMORATING
THE INCEPTION OF REPRESEN-
TATIONAL GOVERNMENT IN
LYCIA

HON. MICHAEL E. McMAHON

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Mr. MCMAHON. Madam Speaker, many of
us in this Chamber are familiar with the
Roman and Greek fundamentals of our nation
and our democracy. In addition to these two
great nations and traditions a third cornerstone
of democracy also existed in the Mediterra-
nean of which our Founding Fathers also drew
inspiration from.

There is a renewed effort by scholars to em-
phasize the link between our democracy and
that of Patara, which was the capital of Lycia,
an ancient civilization of democratic principles.
The Lycian government, known as the Lycian
League existed along Turkey’s Mediterranean
coast from roughly 167 BC until 400 AD, and
served as an inspiration to the framers of the
U.S. Constitution.

The Lycian League was the first democratic
union in history to utilize proportional rep-
resentation as a model for political organiza-
tion.

At least twenty-three city-states were united
under the League that presided over federal
institutions. Depending on its size, each of the
League’s 23 city-states was eligible to send up
to three representatives to the parliament
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(Bouleuterion) located in Patara. Medium-
sized towns sent two, whereas smaller towns
could unite together to send one representa-
tive to the capital on their behalf. The number
of representatives from each city-state deter-
mined taxes and other financial obligations.
The general assembly was responsible for
electing federal officers controlling communal
land and determining trade and civil rights, as
well.

The “Lyciarch,” was the Parliament’s presi-
dent, which at various times served as the
League’s religious, military, and political lead-
er. Many historians believe that women have
served in Patara as the Lyciarch.

One of the thinkers who impacted the de-
bate over our own constitution was
Montesquieu. In Book IX of his Spirit of the
Laws, he argues the utility of confederacy,
stating: “It is unlikely that states that associate
will be of the same size and have equal
power. . . . If one had to propose a model of
a fine federal republic, | would choose the re-
public of Lycia.”

Alexander Hamilton and James Madison
picked up on this concept, and cited the Ly-
cian League as a model for our own system
of government.

Both Alexander Hamilton and James Madi-
son used the Lycian form of government in the
Federalist Papers. The semicircular rows of
the Lycian parliament building was a model to
the seating arrangements in the U.S. Con-
gress today.

In the Federalist Papers No. 16, Alexander
Hamilton wrote, “l shall content myself with
barely observing here, that of all the
confederacies of antiquity, which history has
handed down to us, the Lycian and Achaean
leagues, as far as there remain vestiges of
them, appear to have been most free from the
fetters of that mistaken principle, and were ac-
cordingly those which have best deserved,
and have most liberally received, the applaud-
ing suffrages of political writers.”

This is how an ancient civilization thousands
of miles away and over two thousand years
ago made a major impact on our system as a
representative democracy, preventing the pos-
sibility of tyranny, as feared by Alexander
Hamilton and James Madison.

——————

IN HONOR AND REMEMBRANCE OF
GUNNERY SERGEANT ADAM F.
BENJAMIN

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor and remembrance of United
States Marine Gunnery Sergeant Adam F.
Benjamin, who courageously and selflessly
rose to the call of duty, and made the ultimate
sacrifice on behalf of our country.

Gunnery Sergeant Benjamin grew up in
Garfield Heights and graduated from Garfield
Heights High School in 1993. Shortly after
graduating, he followed his dream to serve our
country and enlisted in the United States Ma-
rine Corps. He quickly rose up the ranks and
by 2006, at the age of 31, was promoted to
the position of Gunnery Sergeant. He was a
loyal, courageous and dedicated Marine, who
loved every aspect of serving our nation in the
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military. Throughout his youth and career in
the military, Gunnery Sergeant Benjamin was
known for his positive outlook on life, caring
nature and great sense of humor. He touched
countless lives with his kind heart, generosity
and sense of concern for others.

Gunnery Sergeant Benjamin was a brave
and honorable United States Marine and an
exceptional human being. The sacrifice, serv-
ice and courage he has displayed will be for-
ever honored and remembered by the entire
Cleveland community, and by the nation. Gun-
nery Sergeant Benjamin’s warm smile, gen-
erous heart, easy laugh, and joy for life will
live on within the hearts and memories of
those who loved and knew him best—his fam-
ily, friends and fellow Marines. He will never
be forgotten.

Madam Speaker, and colleagues, please
join me in honor and remembrance of United
States Marine Gunnery Sergeant Adam F.
Benjamin. His life, gone far too soon, was
framed by his great love of family, friends and
country. | extend my deepest condolences to
his mother and father, Judy Watters and Frank
Benjamin; to his step-father, Robert Watters;
to his brothers and sisters: Aaron, Amanda,
Asa, Abram, Abigail, Amos, Amaryah, Aric,
Anyah, Alexis and Allen; to his grandmothers,
Yolanda and Mary; and to his extended family
and many close friends.

CONGRATULATING THE SMOKY
MOUNTAIN CHILDREN’S HOME
FOR 2009 ANGELS IN ADOPTION
PROGRAM

HON. DAVID P. ROE

OF TENNESSEE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Madam Speaker, |
want to congratulate the Smoky Mountain
Children’s Home for their long heritage as res-
idential care center and an adoption place-
ment agency.

| was honored to nominate the Smoky
Mountain Children’s Home for the 2009 An-
gels in Adoption™ program. The Congres-
sional Coalition on Adoption Institute, which
orchestrates the Angels in Adoption™ pro-
gram, presented an award to The Smoky
Mountain Children’s Home along with more
than 190 Angels from across the Nation.

Madam Speaker, the Smoky Mountain Chil-
dren’s Home’s philosophy comes from a basic
faith based belief that every child deserves a
family.

| am thankful for the important work that is
being done at the Smoky Mountain Children’s
Home. They are working each day toward one
of the most noble causes imaginable—to im-
prove the life of a child by bringing him or her
together with a loving family.

| am grateful for programs such as Angels
in Adoption™ who recognize the good work
done by great organizations like the Smoky
Mountain Children’s Home.
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COMMEMORATING SEA OTTER
AWARENESS WEEK

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
call attention to the 7th Annual Sea Otter
Awareness Week, September 28-October 3,
2009, sponsored by Defenders of Wildlife.
This week-long event provides the opportunity
to educate the broader public about sea ot-
ters, their natural history, the integral role that
sea otters play in the near-shore marine eco-
system, and the conservation issues they are
facing.

In the early 1700’s, before wide-scale hunt-
ing began, sea otters ranged across the North
Pacific rim from Japan to Baja California. The
worldwide population estimates for that time
range from the hundreds of thousands to pos-
sibly a million or more. Before the hunting
began, there were approximately 16,000—
20,000 along California’s coast. Killing these
animals for their fur brought down their num-
bers until they were thought to be extinct off
California by the early 1900s.

But they were not driven completely to ex-
tinction. In the 1930’s a small population, of
less than 100 animals that had escaped the
hunt, was discovered in a remote cove on a
coastal ranch in Big Sur, on the Central Coast
of California. Since that time, groups such as
Defenders of Wildlife, Friends of the Sea
Otter, and Ocean Conservancy have raised
public awareness and helped protect this im-
portant species under the Marine Mammal
Protection Act and the Endangered Species
Act. The presence of the California sea otter
has become an icon of the state’s coastal en-
vironment and culture, and these charismatic
animals bring significant tourism revenue to
Californian coastal communities.

The three year population average, counted
by the U.S. Geological Survey this year, totals
only 2,813 animals, a decrease of half a per-
cent and the first such decline in over a dec-
ade. These numbers are significantly less than
what is necessary to consider the population
decline in recent years is highly concerning.
Researchers are beginning to identify indirect
hazards for sea otters such as non-point
source pollution, pathogens, and entrapment
in fisheries gear that are causing their popu-
lation growth to reverse. Such realizations
support the need for continued research and
preventive measures to respond to these
issues, while continuing to ward against the di-
rect killings/takings that still occur.

The decline of Southern Sea Otters off of
the California Coast not only impacts the spe-
cies itself, but it affects other marine popu-
lations and the surrounding ecosystem be-
cause Sea Otters are what scientists refer to
as a keystone species. This means that they
are integrally important to the ecosystem in
which they live. The demise of sea otters al-
lows their prey, sea urchins, to proliferate un-
checked leading to the alarming overgrazing
of kelp beds—one of the oceans nursery
grounds for many marine animals. Research
shows that the absence of sea otters has a di-
rect link to the sharp decline of kelp along por-
tions of California’s coast. Further, the Sea
Otter is also what scientists refer to as a sen-
tinel or an indicator species. In this way, the
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Sea Otters are the canaries in the coal mine
for our coastal health. The Sea Otters are all
too effective at monitoring toxins and diseases
in the marine environment, which can affect
the health of humans and other wildlife.

California took the first step toward address-
ing these emerging concerns by signing into
law California Assembly Bill 2485, establishing
a state fund for sea otter conservation: again
this year Californians had the option of donat-
ing a portion of their tax returns to sea otter
conservation. | want to emphasize that this
means that Californians voluntarily pay a little
more on their tax return to help protect these
animals. Even during these trouble economic
times, more than $220,000 has already been
raised this year.

However, this is a federally protected spe-
cies and California cannot go it alone. In addi-
tion to continuing to work with my colleagues
to secure Federal funds to support a contin-
ued and complete recovery of the population,
| am proud that H.R. 556, The Southern Sea
Otter Recovery and Research Act was passed
by the House of Representatives this past
July. This tremendous success was buoyed by
the support and devotion of many people. We
are one step closer to making the act into law
and bringing needed resources to this threat-
ened species.

Madam Speaker, | applaud the many ac-
complishments of Defenders of Wildlife, who
carry out the important mission to preserve
our nation’s wildlife and habitat. | also applaud
the other nonprofit environmental organiza-
tions, working with the Monterey Bay Aquar-
ium, researchers, fishermen, state and federal
agencies, schools, and many other institutions
and individuals, who devote tremendous effort
to protect and recover the southern/California
sea otter. Sea Otter Awareness Week is just
one of their many activities geared towards
honoring and saving this species, and | am
proud to be associated with this vital work.

———

IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF
THE CSARDAS DANCE COMPANY

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor and recognition of the found-
ers, members and performers of the Csardas
Dance Company of Cleveland, Ohio, as they
celebrate fifteen of years of promoting the his-
tory and heritage of Hungary, through the age-
less and colorful expressions of the songs and
dances of Hungary.

Richard Graber, who grew up in Cleveland
as the son of Hungarian immigrants, founded
Csardas Dance Company in 1994. He is now
the Director of Programs and Services with
the Houston, Texas Arts Alliance, and serves
on the Board of the Hungarian American Cul-
tural Association of Houston. Christopher L.
Smith, former Artistic Director, set a precedent
of historical authenticity and keen attention to
detail, which still reflect in the brilliant colors
and fabrics of the dancers’ wardrobes, and
also, in the artistic direction of Csardas. Stuart
Meyer and Judith Horvath have both served
as Csardas Youth Ensemble Rehearsal In-
structors, drawing on their backgrounds as
professional dancers and instructors. Toni
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Gras, Managing Director, has been with the
Company for the past ten years. As a child,
she performed with Hungarian dance troupes,
and her daughter danced for nine years in the
Csardas Youth Ensemble.

Over the years, hundreds of young dancers
have had the enriching opportunity to be part
of the Csardas Dance Company, which con-
tinues to inspire and delight audiences
throughout Ohio. Since it creation in 1994, the
mission of the Csardas Dance Company has
not wavered: To preserve and promote the
dance, music and song of the people of Hun-
gary. The Company also strives to bolster the
public’s support of, and appreciation for, the
performing ethnic arts.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in honoring the Csardas Dance Company,
for enlightening, entertaining and engaging au-
diences with song and dance that reflect a
certain vibrancy in movement and music—
bringing to life the age-old stories of village life
in Hungary. The Csardas Dance Company is
an arts treasure in Cleveland, and its contin-
ued existence is vital to the performing ethnic
arts foundation of our entire community—serv-
ing as an audiovisual record of our heritage
and our history and connecting us all through
the universal language of dance and song.

———

REMARKS OF THE ISRAELI PRIME
MINISTER AT THE UNITED NA-
TIONS

HON. SHELLEY BERKLEY

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Ms. BERKLEY. Madam Speaker, | seek to
call my colleagues’ attention to the powerful
and important speech that Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu delivered to the
United Nations General Assembly on Sep-
tember 24, 2009. In it, he calls on all nations
to stand with Israel in confronting the threats
posed by Iran and by terrorists around the
world. This is a conflict between civilization
and barbarity, he says, and the record of the
United Nations hangs in the balance.

PRIME MINISTER BENJAMIN NETANYAHU’S

SPEECH TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, near-
ly 62 years ago, the United Nations recog-
nized the rights of the Jews, an ancient peo-
ple 3,500 years old, to a state of their own in
their ancestral homeland.

I stand here today as the Prime Minister of
Israel, the Jewish state, and I speak to you
on behalf of my country and my people.

The United Nations was founded after the
carnage of World War II after the horrors of
the Holocaust. It was charged with pre-
venting the reoccurrence of such horrendous
events.

Nothing has undermined that mission,
nothing has impeded it more, than the sys-
tematic assault on the truth. Yesterday the
President of Iran stood at this very podium,
spewing his latest anti-Semitic rants. Just a
few days earlier, he again claimed that the
Holocaust is a lie.

Last month, I went to a villa in a suburb
of Berlin called Wannsee. There, on January
20, 1942, after a hearty meal, senior Nazi offi-
cials met and decided to exterminate my
People. They left detailed minutes of that
meeting and these minutes have been pre-
served for posterity by successive German
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governments. Here is a copy of the minutes
of the meeting of senior Nazi officials in-
structing the Nazi government exactly how
to carry out the extermination of the Jewish
people. Is this protocol a lie? Is the German
government, are all German governments
lying?

A day before I was in Wannsee, I was given
in Berlin the original construction plans for
the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration
camp. These plans of the Auschwitz-
Birkenau concentration camps I now hold in
my hand. They contain a signature by
Heinrich Himmler—Hitler’s deputy himself.
Are these plans of the Auschwitz-Birkenau
concentration camp where one million Jews
were murdered, are they a lie too?

This June, President Obama visited an-
other concentration camp—one of many—the
Buchenwald concentration camp. Did Presi-
dent Obama pay tribute to a lie?

And what of the Auschwitz survivors whose
arms still bear the tattooed numbers brand-
ed on them by the Nazis? Are those tattoos
a lie too?

One-third of all Jews perished in the great
conflagration of the Holocaust. Nearly every
Jewish family was affected, including my
own. My wife’s grandparents, her father’s
two sisters and his three brothers, and the
aunts, and uncles and cousins—all murdered
by the Nazis. Is this a lie?

Yesterday, the man who calls the Holo-
caust a lie spoke from this podium. To those
who refused to come and to those who left in
protest, I commend you. You stood up for
moral clarity and you brought honor to your
countries.

But to those who gave this Holocaust-de-
nier a hearing, I say on behalf of my people,
the Jewish people, and decent people every-
where: Have you no shame? Have you no de-
cency?

A mere six decades after the Holocaust,
you give legitimacy to a man who denies the
murder of six million Jews while promising
to wipe out the State of Israel, the State of
the Jews. What a disgrace! What a mockery
of the charter of the United Nations!

Now, perhaps some of you think that this
man and his odious regime, perhaps they
threaten only the Jews. Well, if you think
that, you're wrong—dead wrong. History has
shown us time and time again that what
starts with attacks on the Jews eventually
ends up engulfing many, many others.

For this Iranian regime is fueled by an ex-
treme fundamentalism that burst onto the
world scene three decades ago after lying
dormant for centuries. In the past thirty
years, this fanaticism has swept across the
globe with a murderous violence that knows
no bounds and with a cold-blooded impar-
tiality in the choice of its victims. It has cal-
lously slaughtered Moslems and Christians,
Jews and Hindus, and many others.

Though it is comprised of different off-
shoots, the adherents of this unforgiving
creed seek to return humanity to medieval
times. Wherever they can, they impose a
backward regimented society where women,
minorities, gays or anyone else deemed not
to be a true believer is brutally subjugated.

The struggle against this fanaticism does
not pit faith against faith nor civilization
against civilization. It pits civilization
against barbarism, the 21st century against
the 9th century, those who sanctify life
against those who glorify death.

Now the primitivism of the 9th century
ought to be no match for the progress of the
21st century. The allure of freedom, the
power of technology, the reach of commu-
nications should surely win the day. Ulti-
mately, the past cannot triumph over the fu-
ture.

And our future offers all nations magnifi-
cent bounties of hope because the pace of
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progress is growing, and it is growing expo-
nentially. It took us centuries to get from
the printing press to the telephone, decades
to get from the telephone to the personal
computer, and only a few years to get from
the personal computer to the Internet.

What seemed impossible a few years ago is
already outdated, and we can scarcely fath-
om the changes that are yet to come. We will
crack the genetic code. We will cure the in-
curable. We will lengthen our lives. We will
find a cheap alternative to fossil fuel and
yes, we will clean up the planet.

I am proud that my country Israel is at the
forefront of many of these advances—in
science and technology, in medicine and bi-
ology, in agriculture and water, in energy
and the environment. These innovations in
my country and many of your countries offer
humanity a sunlit future of unimagined
promise.

But if the most primitive fanaticism can
acquire the most deadly weapons, the march
of history could be reversed for a time. And
like the belated victory over the Nazis, the
forces of progress and freedom will prevail
only after a horrific toll of blood and fortune
has been exacted from mankind.

This is why the greatest threat facing the
world today is the marriage between reli-
gious fundamentalism and the weapons of
mass destruction. The most urgent challenge
facing this body today is to prevent the ty-
rants of Tehran from acquiring nuclear
weapons.

Are the members of the United Nations up
to that challenge? Will the international
community confront a despotism that ter-
rorizes its own people as they bravely stand
up for freedom?

Will it take action against the dictators
who stole an election in broad daylight and
then gunned down Iranian protesters who
died on the sidewalks and on the streets
choking in their own blood? Will the inter-
national community thwart the world’s most
pernicious sponsor and practitioner of ter-
rorism?

Above all, will the international commu-
nity stop the terrorist regime of Iran from
developing atomic weapons, thereby endan-
gering the peace of the entire world?

The people of Iran are courageously stand-
ing up to this regime. People of goodwill
around the world stand with them, as do
thousands of people who have been pro-
testing and demonstrating outside this hall
all this week. Will the United Nations stand
by their side?

Well, ladies and gentlemen, the jury is still
out on the United Nations, and recent signs
are not encouraging.

Rather than condemning the terrorists and
their Iranian patrons, some here in the
United Nations have condemned their vic-
tims. This is exactly what a recent UN re-
port on Gagza did, falsely equating terrorists
with those they targeted.

For eight long years, Hamas fired rockets,
from Gaza on nearby Israeli cities and citi-
zens—thousands of missiles, mortars—hur-
tling down from the sky on schools, homes,
shopping centers, bus stops. Year after year,
as these missiles were deliberately fired on
our civilians, not a single UN resolution—
not onel—was passed condemning those
criminal attacks. We heard nothing—abso-
lutely nothing—from the UN Human Rights
Council, a misnamed institution if there ever
was one.

In 2005, hoping to advance peace, Israel
unilaterally withdrew from every inch of
Gaza. It was very painful. We dismantled 21
settlements—really bedroom communities
and farms. We uprooted over 8,000 Israelis.
We just yanked them out from their homes.
We did this because many in Israel believed
that this would get peace.
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Well, we didn’t get peace. Instead we got
an Iranian backed terror base fifty miles
from Tel Aviv. Life in the Israeli towns and
cities immediately next to Gaza became
nothing less than a nightmare. You see the
Hamas rocket launchers and the rocket at-
tacks not only continued after we left, they
actually increased dramatically. They in-
creased tenfold. And again, the UN was si-
lent—absolutely silent.

Finally, after eight years of this
unremitting assault, Israel was forced to re-
spond. But how should we have responded?
Well, there is only one example in history of
thousands of rockets being fired on a coun-
try’s civilian population. This happened
when the Nazis rocketed British cities dur-
ing World War II. During that war, the allies
leveled German cities, causing hundreds of
thousands of casualties.

I'm not passing judgment. I'm stating a
fact—a fact that is the product of the deci-
sion of great and honorable men—the leaders
of Britain and the United States fighting an
evil force in World War II.

It is also a fact that Israel chose to re-
spond differently. Faced with an enemy com-
mitting a double war crime of firing on civil-
ians while hiding behind civilians—Israel
sought to conduct surgical strikes directed
against the rocket launchers themselves.
Now mind you that was no easy task because
the terrorists were firing their missiles from
homes and from schools. They were using
mosques as weapons depots, as missile
caches, and they were ferreting explosives in
ambulances.

Israel, by contrast, tried to minimize cas-
ualties by urging Palestinian civilians to va-
cate the targeted areas. We dropped count-
less flyers over their homes. We sent thou-
sands and thousands of text messages to the
Palestinian residents. We made thousands
and thousands of cellular phone calls urging
them to vacate, to leave. Never has a coun-
try gone to such extraordinary lengths to re-
move the enemy’s civilian population from
harm’s way.

Yet faced with a clear-cut case of aggressor
and victim, whom do you think the United
Nations Human Rights Council decided to
condemn? Israel. A democracy legitimately
defending itself against terror is morally
hanged, drawn and quartered, and given an
unfair trial to boot.

By these twisted standards, the UN Human
Rights Council would have dragged Roo-
sevelt and Churchill to the dock as war
criminals. What a perversion of truth! What
a perversion of justice!

Now, Delegates of the United Nations, and
the Governments whom you represent, you
have a decision to make. Will you accept
this farce? Because if you do, the United Na-
tions would revert to its darkest days, when
the worst violators of human rights sat in
judgment against the law-abiding democ-
racies, when Zionism was equated with rac-
ism and when an automatic majority could
be mustered to declare that the earth is flat.

If you had to choose a date when the
United Nations began its descent, almost a
free fall, and lost the respect of many
thoughtful people in the international com-
munity, it was that decision in 1975 to
equate Zionism with racism. Now this body
has a choice to make. If it does not reject
this biased report, it would vitiate itself: It
would begin or re-begin the process of vitiat-
ing itself from its own relevance and impor-
tance.

But it would do something else; it would
send a message to terrorists everywhere,
saying: Terrorism pays; all you have to do is
launch your attacks from densely populated
areas, and you will win immunity.

And then a third thing: in condemning
Israel, this body would also deal a mortal
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blow to peace. Let me explain why. When
Israel left Gaza, many hoped that the missile
attacks would stop. Others believed that
even if they didn’t stop, at the very least
Israel would have made this gesture, an ex-
traordinary gesture for peace, but it would
have international legitimacy to exercise its
right of self-defense if peace failed. What le-
gitimacy? What self-defense?

The same UN that cheered Israel as we left
Gaza, the same UN that promised to back
our right of self-defense, now accuses us—my
people, my country—of being war criminals?
And for what? For acting responsibly in self-
defense, for acting in a way that any country
would act with a restraint unmatched by
many. What a travesty!

Ladies and gentlemen, Israel justly de-
fended itself against terror. This biased and
unjust report provides a clear-cut test for all
governments. Will you stand with Israel or
will you stand with the terrorists?

We must know the answer to that question
now. Now—not later. Because if Israel is
again asked to take more risks for peace, we
must know today that you will stand with us
tomorrow. Only if we have the confidence
that we can defend ourselves can we take
further risks for peace.

And make no mistake about it. All of
Israel wants peace. Any time an Arab leader
genuinely wanted peace with us, we made
peace. We made peace with Egypt led by
Anwar Sadat. We made peace with Jordan
led by King Hussein. And if the Palestinians
truly want peace, I and my government, and
my people, will make peace. But we want a
genuine peace, a defensible peace, a perma-
nent peace.

In 1947, this body voted to establish two
states for two peoples—a Jewish state and an
Arab state. The Jews accepted this resolu-
tion. The Arabs rejected it and invaded the
embryonic Jewish state with hopes to anni-
hilate it. We ask the Palestinians to finally
do what they refused to do for 62 years: Say
yes to a Jewish state! As simple, as clear, as
elementary as that. Just as we are asked to
recognize a nation-state for the Palestinian
people, the Palestinians must be asked to
recognize the nation-state of the Jewish peo-
ple.

The Jewish people are not foreign con-
querors in the Land of Israel. It is the land
of our forefathers. Inscribed on the walls
outside this building is the great Biblical vi-
sion of peace: ‘‘Nation shall not lift up sword
against nation. They shall learn war no
more.” These words were spoken by the
great Jewish prophet Isaiah 2,800 years ago
as he walked in my country, in my city—in
the hills of Judea and in the streets of Jeru-
salem. We are not strangers to this land.
This is our homeland.

But as deeply connected as we are to our
homeland, we also recognize that the Pal-
estinians also live there and they want a
home of their own. We want to live side by
side with them, two free peoples living in
peace, living in prosperity, living in dignity.

Peace, prosperity and dignity require one
other element. We must have security. The
Palestinians should have all the powers to
govern themselves except a handful of pow-
ers that could endanger Israel.

This is why the Palestinian state must be
effectively demilitarized. I say effectively,
because we don’t want another Gaza, or an-
other South Lebanon, another Iranian
backed terror base abutting Jerusalem and
perched on the hills a few kilometers from
Tel Aviv. We want peace.

I believe that with good will and with hard
work, such a peace can be achieved. But it
requires from all of us to roll back the forces
of terror, led by Iran, that seek to destroy
peace, that seek to eliminate Israel and to
overthrow the world order. The question fac-
ing the international community is whether
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it is prepared to confront those forces or to
accommodate them.

Over 70 years ago, Winston Churchill la-
mented what he called the ‘‘confirmed
unteachability of mankind.”” By that he
meant the unfortunate habit of civilized so-
cieties to sleep and to slumber until danger
nearly overtakes them.

Churchill bemoaned what he called the
“want of foresight, the unwillingness to act
when action will be simple and effective, the
lack of clear thinking, the confusion of coun-
sel until the emergency comes, until self-
preservation strikes its jarring gong.”’

Ladies and gentlemen, I speak here today
in the hope that Churchill’s assessment of
the ‘‘unteachability of mankind” is for once
proven wrong. I speak here today in the hope
that we can learn from history—that we can
prevent danger in time.

In the spirit of the timeless words spoken
to Joshua over 3,000 years ago, let us be
strong and of good courage. Let us confront
this peril, secure our future and, God willing,
forge an enduring peace for generations to
come.

[Translation from the Hebrew] ‘‘The Lord
will give strength to His people, the Lord
will bless His people with peace.”

———

IN HONOR AND REMEMBRANCE OF
FRANCES WOLPAW

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor and remembrance of Frances
Wolpaw, devoted wife, mother and accom-
plished professor, whose passion, integrity
and wisdom served to inspire, guide and moti-
vate countless young lives, including my own.

Professor Wolpaw was a former assistant
dean and communications professor at Case
Western Reserve University in Cleveland,
Ohio. Her scholarly research in speech and
rhetoric led her to become a renown expert on
the life and words of Abba Hillel Silver, a rabbi
from northeast Ohio and advocate for issues
affecting Israel on the national and inter-
national political stage.

She began her career in education in 1961
as a lecturer at Case Western Reserve Uni-
versity. In 1969, Professor Wolpaw was
named assistant dean of Case Western’s
former women’s college—the Flora Stone
Mather College. Undaunted by the lack of op-
portunity for women in academia, Professor
Wolpaw forged ahead, and her work earned
her a high level of respect and admiration
from students and faculty. Throughout her ca-
reer, she had the loving support and encour-
agement from her husband, the late Ralph
Wolpaw, who was a physician at Mt. Sinai
Hospital of Cleveland.

Her accomplishments as professor and
leader at Case Western Reserve University
opened doors for countless women who would
follow in her path. As a professor, Frances
Wolpaw’s reputation reflected toughness, yet
her high expectations for her students was
also accented by kindness, fairness and her
genuine concern for the welfare of her stu-
dents. She taught by example, living each day
with a sense of wonder, joy and integrity.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in honor and remembrance of Frances
Wolpaw, whose joy for life, kind heart and
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scholarly work and guidance will forever reflect
within the hearts and memories of those who
loved and knew her best—especially her fam-
ily, friends, and former students. | extend my
heartfelt condolences to Professor Wolpaw’s
sons—Jonathan, James and Daniel; her
grandchildren and great-grandchildren; her sis-
ters, and her extended family members and
many friends. Frances Wolpaw’s loving devo-
tion to her family and to her community—es-
pecially in the way of inspiring and guiding
students of all ages—has made our commu-
nity a better place, and she will be remem-
bered always.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE
OF JESSE DONALD PHELPS

HON. WALT MINNICK

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Mr. MINNICK. Madam Speaker, | would like
to recognize and honor the legacy of Jesse
Donald Phelps, Chief Warrant Officer 2nd
Class, U.S. Army, an Idaho native who gave
his life during the war in Vietnam. Nearly forty-
four years after his helicopter crashed in the
jungle near An Khe, his remains have been
returned to his family.

Officer Phelps was born in Boise on Octo-
ber 1, 1937 and spent his childhood in
Nampa. He stayed in Idaho as an adult and
married Dee Phelps in 1955, the year that he
graduated from high school. In time, he and
Dee had four children, and he enlisted in the
National Guard before becoming an army
pilot.

On December 28, 1965, Officer Phelps was
part of a four-person U.S. Army Huey heli-
copter crew charged with delivering munitions
and supplies to a group of soldiers through the
An Khe Pass, in Binh Dinh Province, South
Vietnam. The routine mission was only meant
to take 30 minutes, and 8-10 minutes after
takeoff, the crew radioed their target company
to say that the weather “doesn’t look bad.” It
was the last communication from the plane,
which disappeared into the trees shortly there-
after. Search efforts were fruitless, and Officer
Phelps and his crew were later pronounced
“Died While Missing/Body Not Recovered.”
Ten years after her wedding, Dee Phelps re-
ceived a telegram informing her that her hus-
band was gone.

Thanks to more recent search efforts and
DNA testing, Officer Phelps’s wife, children,
and grandchildren can be certain that the
head of his family has returned home once
more. | and the people of Idaho value his sac-
rifice and honor Officer Phelps’s commitment
to serving his country. We owe the strength of
our nation to the steady courage of veterans
like Officer Phelps.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE JOHN
ADAMS HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF
1969

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of the John Adams High
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School Class of 1969 as they commemorate
their 40 Year Reunion Celebration. The 1969
alumni of the John Adam’s Rebels will ob-
serve this momentous occasion on Saturday,
August 8th, 2009.

John Adams High School opened in 1923 at
East 116th Street and Corlett Avenue. The
school was home to generations of Cleveland
teenagers for decades, until it was closed in
1995, along with West Technical, and Aviation
High Schools, to help cut the cities budget.
John Adams High School was representative
of the strong public education system, working
class family environment and racial and cul-
tural diversity that characterizes the city of
Cleveland. After eleven years, John Adams
High School was rebuilt and reopened in
2006.

The class of 1969 was a cohesive and tal-
ented group who has since moved throughout
the country, spanning from California to New
York. But they maintained a strong base in the
Cleveland area. This group of alumni is clearly
dedicated to each other, and they have gath-
ered for several reunions throughout the dec-
ades since their graduation. This reunion will
surely be another success as they come to-
gether again to celebrate each other and the
significant and momentous occasions that
have taken place throughout their lives.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in recognition of the John Adams High
School Class of 1969 as they gather for their
40 Year Reunion Celebration. Their dedication
to their past educational achievements and
city of Cleveland is sure to provide for a joy-
ous and memorable occasion.

BASIS CHARTER SCHOOL
HON. GABRIELLE GIFFORDS

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Ms. GIFFORDS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the nationally acclaimed
BASIS Charter Schools, which provide out-
standing educational services in Tucson, Ari-
zona.

American students often lag behind their
counterparts in other countries and we know
that action must be taken to reverse this trend.
BASIS Charter Schools give us a national
model that demonstrates how we can effec-
tively address this serious decline in edu-
cational performance.

Ten years ago, Michael and Olga Block em-
barked on their mission to create a “New
American” school. They established the
BASIS Charter Schools. The BASIS philos-
ophy understands that math and science are
essentially the languages of the 21st century.

These forward-thinking founders say that
great teachers are responsible for the schools’
successes. At BASIS, the teachers hold them-
selves and their students to high standards
and levels of accountability. Students engage
in a demanding course of study that gives
them the skills needed to compete in the new
global economy.

BASIS has received many well deserved
awards. The high school has been selected in
each of the last four years by Newsweek mag-
azine as one of the top 10 high schools in the
United States. During the 2008-2009 aca-
demic year, BASIS students received perfect
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marks on the Arizona Instrument to Measure
Standards (AIMS) exam. In 2009, BASIS was
the only high school in Arizona with 100 per-
cent of its students passing the AIMS exam in
every subject tested.

Documentary filmmaker Robert A. Compton
has produced a film about BASIS Schools en-
titted 2 Million Minutes: The 21st Century So-
lution. The title chronicles a student’s journey
in school from eighth grade until high school
graduation. The filmmaker lauds BASIS
schools saying that they “demonstrate that
American students are capable of competing
academically with the best in the world.” The
film will premiere in Tucson on October 1,
2009.

| am proud to acknowledge the great
achievements of BASIS Charter Schools. The
founders, the teachers, the students and their
parents are leading the way for the critical im-
provements we must bring about in our public
education system.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. J. GRESHAM BARRETT

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, unfortunately, | missed recorded
votes on the House floor on Thursday, Sep-
tember 24, 2009.

Had | been present, | would have voted
“no” on rollcall vote No. 735 (on agreeing to
H. Res. 766, which provides for consideration
of motions to suspend the rules), “aye” on
rolicall vote No. 736 (on motion to suspend
the rules and agree to H. Con. Res. 163),
“aye” on rollcall vote No. 737 (on motion to
suspend the rules and agree to H.R. 3631).

———
IN HONOR AND REMEMBRANCE OF
SERGEANT RICHARD ALLYN

WALTERS, JR.

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor and in remembrance of United
States Army Sergeant Richard Allyn Walters,
Jr. of Cleveland, Ohio. Sergeant Walters was
a devoted husband, father, son, brother,
uncle, cousin and friend who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice on behalf of the country.

A graduate of Columbian High School in Tif-
fin, Ohio, Sergeant Walters followed in his fa-
ther’s footsteps and enlisted in the U.S. Navy.
He was a ten-year Navy veteran and served
in Operation Desert Storm. In 2006 Walters
re-enlisted in the Army and became a licensed
practical nurse (LPN) in March of 2009. He
worked at Walter Reed Army Medical Center
in Washington, DC before being assigned to
the 14th Combat Support Hospital in Fort
Benning, Georgia.

Sergeant Walters’ military service is a re-
flection of excellence, loyalty and achieve-
ment. He was awarded the Navy Fleet Marine
Force Ribbon, Armed Forces Expeditionary
Medal, Navy Good Conduct Medal, Combat
Action Ribbon, National Defense Service
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Medal with Bronze Service Star, Southwest
Asia Service Medal with Bronze Service Star,
Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Army
Service Ribbon, Sea Service Deployment Rib-
bon, Overseas Service Ribbon and the Kuwait
Liberation Medal. Sergeant Walter's pending
posthumous awards and decorations include
the Army Good Conduct Medal and Army
Commendation Medal.

Madam Speaker, and colleagues, please
join me in honoring and remembrance of Ser-
geant Richard Allyn Walters Jr., whose heroic
actions, kindness and love for those closest to
him will always be remembered. Sergeant
Walters was a courageous United States sol-
dier, and a devoted husband, father, son,
brother, uncle, cousin and friend. | extend my
deepest condolences to his wife, Stephanie; to
his daughters, Rachel and Piper; to his moth-
er, Margaret; to his brother Greg; to his sister-
in-law Stacy and nephew Benjamin; and to his
extended family and many friends. Sergeant
Walters will live on within their hearts and
memories for all time.

————————

IN HONOR OF MR. BEN MOORE’S
LIFETIME OF SERVICE

HON. TOM PRICE

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today in recognition of Mr. Ben Moore,
who this weekend will receive a Lifetime Serv-
ice and Achievement Award from the Johnson
Ferry Baptist Church in my district.

Mr. Moore was born in Texarkana, Arkansas
on October 24, 1913. In 1920, his family fled
the Dust Bowl and made their way to Atlanta,
Georgia. At the age of 14, a young Ben Moore
took a job as an office boy at the First Na-
tional Bank of Atlanta, beginning what would
become a long and distinguished career at
First National.

Mr. Moore served his country with valor dur-
ing World War I, joining the Army Air Corps
on Oct. 1, 1942 and seeing service in ltaly. He
returned to Atlanta after the war and was ad-
mitted to the State Bar of Georgia in 1949. He
has been a member of the bar for 60 years
and continues to practice law to this very day.

In 1953 Mr. Moore was named as one of
“Atlanta’s 100 Leaders of Tomorrow” by Time
Magazine. He served on the Atlanta Board of
Aldermen, the precursor to today’s City Coun-
cil, during Mayor Ivan Allen’s first term. During
this period, the City of Atlanta saw numerous
changes including the arrival of the Atlanta
Braves, the opening of construction on Inter-
state 285, and the beginning of the trans-
formation of Zoo Atlanta and Hartsfield-Jack-
son International Airport into the institutions
we recognize today.

Mr. Moore became a Baptist in 1957 when
he and his two daughters were Baptized by
Dr. Monroe Swilley, then pastor of Second
Ponce de Leon Baptist Church. He is a grad-
uate of Tech High, the Woodrow Wilson Col-
lege of Law, and the American Institute of
Banking.

Mr. Moore will celebrate his 96th birthday
next month. When he isn’t practicing law, he
enjoys the company of his two daughters,
three grandsons, and one great grandson in
the Atlanta area.
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Throughout his life, Ben Moore has an-
swered the call to serve his family, his com-
munity, and his country. I'm proud to honor
him today in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE DESIGNATION
OF SEPTEMBER AS
CRANIOFACIAL ACCEPTANCE
MONTH

HON. ERIC CANTOR

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Mr. CANTOR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the designation of the month of
September as Craniofacial Acceptance Month.

September has been designated as
Craniofacial Acceptance Month to raise aware-
ness and acceptance of the courageous chil-
dren and adults who live daily with craniofacial
deformities. These brave patients and their
families often face significant medical chal-
lenges over the course of their lives. While the
commonly known cleft palate or cleft lip condi-
tion may call for a simple surgical fix, there
are many other unique and complex anoma-
lies which can require extensive surgeries
throughout a child’s developmental years.

In the 7th District of Virginia, a young con-
stituent of mine named Chase has a mod-
erately severe craniofacial deformity. At the
age of 9, he has already had 28 surgeries and
hospitalizations to improve his ability to
breathe, walk, see, hear, and talk. He will
need more surgeries as he grows. Despite his
many challenges, Chase and his family cele-
brate his growth and milestones with joy. His
unique medical needs do not stop him from
riding the bus to school and making friends.
His big smile and enthusiasm for life have en-
abled Chase and his family to approach each
day with a positive outlook.

This month also marks the 20th anniversary
of the Children’s Craniofacial Association, an
incredible charitable organization that offers a
network of resources and assistance to fami-
lies with children who have deformities. The
association’s mission is to “widen the circle of
acceptance,” through promoting the message
that “beyond the face, there is a heart.” |
would like to commend the CCA for con-
necting Chase, his family and other families
across America with resources to improve the
lives of these patients. | encourage all of my
colleagues to join me in raising awareness of
the needs of these extraordinary individuals.

EARL DANIELS
HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor World War Il veteran Earl Daniels of
Strasburg, lllinois, as Strasburg American Le-
gion Post #289 holds a dinner in his honor this
Saturday, October 3, 2009.

Mr. Daniels was drafted into the United
States Army at the age of 18. After he had
completed training he joined the 28th Infantry
Division. His unit served admirably in France,
Belgium, Czechoslovakia and Germany.
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In November 1944 he was taken prisoner
and held in Cologne, Germany. He was later
sent to Stallag 3G, near Berlin. After his re-
lease he returned home to the United States
and was eventually discharged.

| am pleased to honor Mr. Daniels and all of
our brave veterans for their service to our
great nation. May God continue to bless him
and may God bless America.

———

STUDENT AID AND FISCAL
RESPONSIBILITY ACT

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Madam Speaker, | rise in
strong support of the Student Aid and Fiscal
Responsibility Act (H.R. 3221), which will end
the giveaway of $87 billion in corporate wel-
fare to financial institutions for processing pa-
perwork. Those funds instead will be rein-
vested to expand the Pell Grant program, in-
crease assistance to community colleges, and
support early learning to ensure more low-in-
come children are prepared to start kinder-
garten. A savings of $10 billion will also be
used for deficit reduction.

H.R. 3221 terminates the Family Federal
Education Loan (FFEL) program. Instead, all
new federal student lending will originate
through the existing Federal Direct Loan Pro-
gram. This change will result in a more reli-
able system for students and their families by
avoiding risks in the private lending market,
which were exposed in the recent financial cri-
sis. Taxpayers will benefit from a more effi-
cient student loan system because eliminating
the unnecessary middleman will produce $87
billion in savings for taxpayers over the next
10 years.

The Student Aid and Fiscal Responsibility
Act also makes strategic investments to allow
more students to attend college and graduate
with less debt. The Pell Grant Scholarship pro-
gram is increased by $40 billion. As a result,
more than $75.5 million in additional funding
will be provided to students in Minnesota’s
Fourth Congressional District over the next
decade. Additionally, this legislation strength-
ens and expands the Perkins Loan Program,
and it helps families by simplifying the com-
plicated and time-consuming Free Application
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)—the bill en-
ables families to apply for federal student aid
using their tax form.

America’s community colleges are another
priority investment in H.R. 3221. At a time
when millions of Americans are seeking new
employment opportunities, this bill makes sig-
nificant new funding available to retrain work-
ers, prepare students for 21st century jobs
and introduce students to post-secondary edu-
cation. These investments will improve the
quality of education for over 100,000 students
that are enrolled in Minnesota community col-
leges.

This legislation is a historic opportunity to in-
vest in education while, at the same time, re-
ducing the federal deficit. Unfortunately, the
Republican minority is trying to distract atten-
tion from the bill by offering a motion to re-
commit that prohibits Federal funding to the
Association of Community Organizations for
Reform Now (ACORN). ACORN, a nonprofit
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organization that works to empower low-in-
come Americans, does not receive $1 of Fed-
eral funding in H.R. 3221. ACORN is currently
under investigation for possible wrong-doing—
these inquiries should proceed and final judg-
ments should be made. No organization found
guilty of criminal conduct should continue to
receive taxpayer support. However, it is inap-
propriate and likely unconstitutional for the
House of Representatives to pre-judge the
outcome of a formal investigation by prohib-
iting Federal funding. | strongly urge my col-
leagues to join me in opposing this political
ploy and in supporting passage of H.R. 3221.

CELEBRATING THE 25TH ANNIVER-

SARY OF DALLAS’ POLITICAL
CONGRESS OF AFRICAN-AMER-
ICAN WOMEN

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Madam Speaker, it is with great pleasure that
| rise today to recognize the achievements
and celebrate the anniversary of Dallas’ Polit-
ical Congress of African-American Women.
This organization has been an integral part of
the Dallas community for 25 years, and | am
proud of the work its members have done in
the group’s quarter-century of existence. In
addition to keeping the community informed
about candidates running for elected office,
the Congress registers voters and hosts fo-
rums for candidates so that they are acces-
sible to citizens.

The Political Congress of African-American
Women and organizations like it are incredibly
important for the well-being of our commu-
nities. These groups offer opportunities for
civic and political leadership to people who
traditionally would not have been able to serve
in such capacities. By engaging their commu-
nities, these organizations reflect our demo-
cratic values and encourage everyone to be
engaged in the political process.

| commend Dallas’ Political Congress of Af-
rican-American Women for their civic leader-
ship and encourage my colleagues to join me
in recognizing this organization’s 25th anniver-
sary. Truly, the Dallas community has bene-
fited greatly from the Congress’ efforts, and |
commend all of its members on their hard
work.

————

BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH 200TH
ANNIVERSARY

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to commemorate the 200th anniversary of the
Bethel Baptist Church in Caseyville, lllinois.

Bethel Baptist Church was founded in 1809
and immediately became a leading institution
on the lllinois frontier. Bethel has been an ac-
tive force for positive change since its incep-
tion, advocating abolition nearly 60 years be-
fore the ratification of the 13th Amendment.
The first pastor at Bethel, James Lemen, Sr.,
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was such a strong abolitionist that the
church’s original constitution prohibited any
member from owning slaves or promoting
slavery. As the abolition movement grew, the
church became an important part of the Un-
derground Railroad.

As Bethel Baptist Church celebrates its
proud history, it can look to a bright future.
While the congregation has grown and
changed over the past two centuries, it has
never forgotten its mission in the community
and continues to work for a better tomorrow.

| would like to congratulate Reverend Mi-
chael D. Evans and the entire Bethel Baptist
Church family on their 200th anniversary. |
wish them the best as they continue to build
on their rich history.

A TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE
ROSEMARY STASEK

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the extraordinary life and work of my
friend and fellow public servant Rosemary
Stasek who passed away at the age of 46 on
September 24, 2009, in Afghanistan. Rose-
mary is survived by her beloved husband,
Morné Du Preez of South Africa, her parents
Patricia and Andrew Stasek of McAdoo, Penn-
sylvania and many other loved ones.

Rosemary was born in 1963 and raised in
northeast Pennsylvania. She graduated from
Cornell University with a Bachelor's Degree in
Economics, the first person in her family to
graduate from college. She was a Dean’s List
student and manager of the football and wres-
tling teams.

Rosemary served two terms on the City
Council in Mountain View, California, located
in the 14th Congressional District. She was
elected to her first term in 1996, re-elected in
2000, served as Vice Mayor in 1999 and as
Mayor for the year 2000. She represented the
City in many regional, statewide and national
forums, specializing in issues pertaining to
housing and homeland security. She was
committed to many City initiatives and fought
to protect the environment, youth programs
and services, diversity, parks and trails and
the public open space. She served on the City
Council at a time when they took critical steps
to meet the need for affordable housing in the
community, downtown revitalization, increased
transportation options, and new business de-
velopments. Current Mayor Margaret Abe-
Koga notes, “Our City was blessed to have
known such a dedicated and talented person.
Our community has benefitted from her tire-
less efforts and leadership on behalf of every-
one, but especially those who are most in
need. This is a loss that is felt throughout
Mountain View and countless parts of the
world she has touched . . .”

In addition to serving on the Mountain View
City Council, Rosemary had a broad history of
political involvement, especially women’s
issues. She served on the Board of Planned
Parenthood Advocates Mar Monte and the
Santa Clara County Commission on the Status
of Women. Her honors included being named
a Distinguished Woman of the 14th Congres-
sional District, the Religious Coalition for Re-
productive Rights Freedom of Religion Award,
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and the Alameda National Women’s Political
Caucus Pro-Choice Champion Award. She
was also a nominee for the Silicon Valley
Women of Achievement Award and was a
candidate for the California State Assembly in
March 2002.

In 1999 she was selected by the Secretary
of Defense to participate in the Joint Civilian
Orientation Conference, which took her to mili-
tary installations across the country and
aboard an aircraft carrier in the Pacific Ocean.
She broadened her knowledge of military af-
fairs, especially issues involving women serv-
ing in the Armed Forces. She served as a
member of the U.S. Air Force Space Com-
manders Group.

Rosemary also worked for over a decade in
the computer industry as a web developer and
system administrator for prominent high tech
firms in Silicon Valley. As always, she was
dedicated to making a difference for the next
generation and spent six years as an instruc-
tor at De Anza Community College teaching
Introduction to Microcomputer Networks. She
was also a certified substitute high school
teacher for social sciences, English and spe-
cial education classes, and taught in the Palo
Alto Unified School District.

Rosemary’s interest in international issues
took her to Nepal, Ecuador, France, Britain,
Holland, Germany, lItaly, The United Arab
Emirates, The Czech and Slovak Republics,
Canada, Mexico, Thailand, Azerbaijan, South
Africa, Venezuela, Tanzania and Vietnam. In
1998 she traveled to Cuba as a member of a
special women’s delegation.

Rosemary lived in Kabul, Afghanistan work-
ing on reconstruction and development
projects. She first traveled to Afghanistan in
May of 2002 as a member of a delegation of
young Afghan-Americans working on recon-
struction. She returned home after 2 weeks,
but decided to return in June 2003 to work on
a project to improve conditions for women in
the Kabul prison, and in March 2004 she
worked in maternity hospitals. In June 2004
she taught preservation, and in 2005 she
spent most of the year living and working
there as the logistics manager for the Kabul
Beauty School. She returned again in Feb-
ruary 2006 and had since resided in Kabul full
time working on women’s projects. Rosemary
was also the Founder and Executive Director
of A Little Help, a nonprofit that she began in
2002 which provides humanitarian aid in Af-
ghanistan with a focus on women.

Ever the fighter, she remained in Kabul to
continue her work even after she was diag-
nosed with Multiple Sclerosis. It was there that
she met Morné du Preez, a South African who
works as a private contractor protecting dip-
lomats. They fell in love and were married two
years ago. She was an extraordinary leader,
teacher, advocate and mentor with a heart of
gold who inspired passion in those around her
to think and see beyond themselves and make
a difference in the world.

Madam Speaker, | ask the entire House of
Representatives to join me in honoring Rose-
mary Stasek. Through her countless contribu-
tions to her family, friends, colleagues, local
community and the international community,
she has left a lasting legacy of compassion,
empowerment and excellence. She rep-
resented the best of America, strengthened
our country and made the world a better
place.
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HONORING RONALD BOEHM ON HIS
INSTALLATION AS COMMANDER
OF THE FOURTH DISTRICT OF
ILLINOIS AMERICAN LEGION

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Mr. LIPINSKI. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Commander Ronald Boehm on the
occasion of his installation as Commander of
the Fourth District of lllinois American Legion.

Ronald Boehm served as Commander of
American Legion McKinley Post 231 eight
times and his exemplary service is a model of
leadership and devotion. In the summer of
2007, Commander Boehm conceptualized and
aided in the construction of a beautiful and
moving monument to all war veterans, espe-
cially those from Post 231 who gave the ulti-
mate sacrifice for our nation. This monument
sits outside the McKinley Post and is visible to
all who pass by on 35th Street.

In 2001, as Commander, Ronald Boehm led
a fundraising effort for the widows and or-
phans of policemen and firefighters. The fund-
raiser was a great success and amassed over
$10,000 for the cause.

Even outside of his work with the American
Legion, Ronald Boehm has dedicated his life
to the service of others, and recently retired
after 40 years as a Chicago firefighter. His
outstanding civic service was recognized this
year by the McKinley Park Civic Association,
which named Ronald Boehm “Man of the
Year.”

Today, | ask my colleagues to join me in
recognizing the years of exceptional service
and dedication of Commander Ronald Boehm.
We acknowledge his service to our nation and
to his community, and we congratulate his
well-deserved installation as Fourth District
Commander.

———

RIPPLE EFFECT MAKES FUND FOR
NASA A WISE DECISION

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Mr. OLSON. Madam Speaker, | would like
to submit the following column which ap-
peared in the Houston Chronicle on Sep-
tember 17, 2009 from the Bay Area Houston
Partnership.

[From the Houston Chronicle, Sept. 17, 2009]

RIPPLE EFFECT MAKES FUND FOR NASA A
WISE DECISION
(By Bob Mitchell)

The highly anticipated report from the Au-
gustine Committee has been released. The
panel is to be commended on writing such a
thorough review of U.S. human space flight
options in a short period of time. The report
identified various alternatives for NASA’s
human space flight program. While each of-
fers a varying degree of human space flight
options, they all rely on humans as an inte-
gral part of space exploration. Why is this
significant for the Johnson Space Center and
its many contractors? We are home to
human space flight.

Within the next few months, decisions will
be made by the White House and Congress on
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which alternative is best for the future of
NASA. Regardless of the decisions made, if
adequate funding is not provided, we will
continue to see erosion in the U.S. space pro-
gram, and it won’t be long before we relin-
quish our position as the world’s number one
space-faring country to a more ambitious
and forward-looking nation.

The alternatives present unparalleled op-
portunities for the United States to continue
to expand its leadership role in the inter-
national space community. The Inter-
national Space Station is an excellent exam-
ple of how much can be accomplished when
multinational resources are engaged toward
a common goal. We, as a nation, can choose
to continue our investment in scientific dis-
covery and international relations or we can
choose to lose our leadership position to
Russia, China, India or Japan. Insufficient
funding for the world’s premier space pro-
gram will undoubtedly erode our leadership
role with significant consequences for our se-
curity and our competitive position in the
world. With our loss of leadership in other
high-tech industries, do we want to give up
this one as well? Do we want to have to buy
our rides to space from a foreign govern-
ment? This should be unacceptable to us as
a nation.

What will it take to keep America first in
flight? The Augustine report states, ‘‘Mean-
ingful human exploration is possible under a
less constrained budget, ramping to approxi-
mately $3 billion per year above the FY 2010
guidance in total resources.” Compared to
recent government expenditures, this is not
that much to invest, especially considering
the return to the American taxpayers on this
investment. According to a recent congres-
sional oversight report, we have spent $74
billion to help the nation’s auto industry, an
industry that has relied on the technology
developed in space to enhance its product.
Investing the same amount in NASA would
ensure America’s pre-eminent position in
human space flight for the next 25 years.

Why do this? Why fund NASA to the tune
of an additional $3 billion or more per year?
Go beyond the obvious and consider the rip-
ple effect. Arguably, perhaps, the space in-
dustry is the only industry in the world that
consistently creates new technology. Our
cars and trucks are lighter, stronger and
safer due to NASA technology. Computers,
cell phones, GPS and many life-saving med-
ical advancements all have roots in the space
industry.

The human factor is equally important.
Generations of our young people have been
inspired by NASA. The promise of working
in America’s space program has, for the past
50 years, influenced students to go into
science, technology, engineering and math
careers. For example, 35 percent of the Orion
Crew Exploration Vehicle program is com-
posed of young professionals.

Consider this. We will have a seven-year
gap where no Americans are launched into
space on American rockets. At no time in
our history of space flight have we experi-
enced a gap of this magnitude. Think for a
moment of the loss of inspiration to millions
of our young people that can never be recov-
ered. Think of the lost opportunities to the
U.S. in terms of high-technology innovations
and breakthroughs that will not occur when
students choose non-technical careers. Do we
break our promises to our nation’s children
and young professionals by opting to take
the easy route and not provide much-needed
funding to NASA’s human space flight pro-
gram? This, too, should be unacceptable to
us as a nation.

The U.S. is unquestionably the world’s
leader in space exploration, something that
can no longer be said about many industries
we led at one time. The question remains,
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are we willing to give this up for the lack of
a very reasonable investment?

Congress and the president are faced with
tough choices. Fully supporting human space
flight, on the other hand, should be an easy
choice. By making the choice to provide the
additional funding necessary for a robust
U.S. space exploration program, government
and private industry jobs will be retained
and created, international relationships will
be secured and strengthened with America
leading the way, and our youth will continue
to dream of exploring the universe, taking
those steps necessary to do so. Not only is
this the most reasonable course of action,
it’s the right thing to do—for America and
for the world.

————

HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE WEST END SILVER
POINT CHURCH

HON. BART GORDON

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor the 100th anni-
versary of the founding of the West End
Church of Christ congregation in Silver Point,
Tennessee.

In 1909, Pastor George Phillip “G.P.” Bow-
ser relocated the Laurel Hill congregation to
Silver Point and established the Putnam
County Normal and Industrial Orphanage to
provide housing, education, vocation, and reli-
gious instruction to the African American chil-
dren of the region. In 1913, the school be-
came the Silver Point Christian Institute, edu-
cating grades one through eight. A small print-
ing press was operated by the school, which
led to the development of the Christian
Echo—a publication that is still printed today.

By 1915, the church and school combined
into the West End Church of Christ Silver
Point. A new building was constructed, which
still stands to this day. In December 2007, the
building was included in the National Register
of Historic Places by the U.S. National Park
Service.

The geographically isolated Highland Rim
area of Middle Tennessee has always focused
on small-scale agriculture and timber re-
sources grouped into small towns. Farms were
tended by individual families with little outside
help. Until the early 20th century, these small
communities in Silver Point had few religious
organizations and even fewer schools. Class-
es were often taught in buildings that could
not afford proper maintenance or enough sup-
plies for students.

The school that Pastor Bowser established
in 1915 provided the young children of the
community with educational opportunities
never before seen in the area. Though the
school closed in 1959, the church remains ac-
tive.

Many prominent and nationally-acclaimed
leaders have been personally involved with
the church, including Sam Womack, Alexander
Campbell, Marshall Keeble, Henry Clay, J.S.
Winston, R.N. Hogan. G.E. Stewart, and Levi
Kennedy.

Through its 100-year history, the West End
Church of Christ in Silver Point has provided
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a place of identity and congregation for the Af-
rican American community of western Putnam
County. | congratulate the congregation on its
centennial anniversary.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, on Sep-
tember 29, due to personal reasons, | was un-
able to cast the three votes that were called
on that day. Had | been present | would have
voted “yes” on rollcall votes 740 (H.R. 905);
741 (H. Res. 16) and 742 (H.R. 2997).

———

102ND ANNIVERSARY OF THE
CROATIAN SONS LODGE 170

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is my
distinct honor to congratulate the Croatian
Sons Lodge Number 170 of the Croatian Fra-
ternal Union on the festive occasion of its
102nd anniversary and Golden Member ban-
quet on Sunday, October 11, 2009.

This year, the Croatian Fraternal Union will
hold this gala event at the Croatian Center in
Merrillville, Indiana. Traditionally, the anniver-
sary celebration entails a formal recognition of
the Union’s Golden Members, those who have
achieved fifty years of membership. This
year’'s honorees, who have attained fifty years
of membership, include: John B. Belork, Rich-
ard J. Bundek, Victoria Ann Burson, Robert J.
Erdelac, Michael Grasa, Richard F. Grcevich,
Joanne James, Peter P. Jay, Mary Ellen
Kaegebein, Mirjana M. Kirincic, Della
Klobuchar, Lawrence Labash, Slavko Ladic,
Miyo George Mrkonich, Joan Marie Pope,
Frances Razumich, Rudolph J. Rubesha, Jr.,
Peter George Tarpo, and Valerie Trtan.

These loyal and dedicated individuals share
this prestigious honor with approximately 489
additional Lodge members who have pre-
viously attained this important designation.

This memorable day will begin with a mass
at Saint Joseph the Worker Croatian Catholic
Church in Gary, Indiana, with the Reverend
Father Stephen Loncar officiating. The ban-
quet will begin at 1:00 p.m.

Madam Speaker, | urge you and my other
distinguished colleagues to join me in com-
mending Lodge President John Miksich, and
all members of the Croatian Fraternal Union
Lodge Number 170, for their loyalty and radi-
ant display of passion for their ethnicity. The
Croatian community has played a key role in
enriching the quality of life and culture of
Northwest Indiana. It is my hope that this year
will bring renewed hope and prosperity for all
members of the Croatian community and their
families.

October 1, 2009
EARMARK DECLARATION

HON. CHARLES W. DENT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. DENT. Madam Speaker, pursuant to the
House Republican Leadership standards on
earmarks, | am submitting the following infor-
mation regarding a project that is listed in the
Conference Report of H.R. 3183, Energy and
Water Development and Related Agencies Ap-
propriations Act, FY2010:

Bill  Number: Conference Report—H.R.
3183, Energy and Water Development and
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, FY2010,
Account: Department of Energy, EERE, Title:
Advance Power Cube for Wind Power and
Grid Regulation Services, Legal Name of Re-
questing Entity: East Penn Manufacturing, Ad-
dress of Requesting Entity: Deka Road, Lyon
Station, PA 19536, Description of Request:
This funding will support design, testing, fab-
rication and implementation of new advanced
battery energy storage technology that will be
used to balance the fluctuating generation of
electricity in wind systems and improve the ef-
ficiency of the current electricity grid. This
technology will produce a more affordable,
cleaner, recyclable and more efficient energy
storage option than what is currently available
for wind power farms and grid regulation serv-
ices.

———————

H.R. 3548, UNEMPLOYMENT COM-
PENSATION EXTENSION ACT OF
2009

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. WITTMAN. Madam Speaker, on Sep-
tember 22, 2009 the House of Representa-
tives passed H.R. 3548, the Unemployment
Compensation Extension Act of 2009 with my
support. | voted for H.R. 3548, legislation that
would extend unemployment benefits by 13
weeks for states with unemployment rates in
excess of 8.5%. Our nation is currently facing
significant economic challenges, including the
highest unemployment rates in over twenty
years. With nearly five million Americans and
290,000 Virginians out of work, | believe ex-
tending unemployment benefits was the right

thing to do.
Several localities in Virginia’s First Congres-
sional District experienced unemployment

above 8% this summer. However, | am dis-
appointed that H.R. 3548 would not extend
benefits in Virginia because the states unem-
ployment rate is currently below 7%. This bill’'s
8% threshold needlessly overlooks struggling
families in Virginia. | would like to see this
measure amended to extend the same unem-
ployment benefits to all Americans regardless
of where they live.

| understand that unemployment is putting
significant strains on local families. That's why
| recently hosted a First District Job Fair fea-
turing state, federal, and private employers.
Hundreds of First District residents attended
the successful job fair and are now on their
way into the workforce.
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IN RECOGNITION OF JULIE CAIN
BURKHARD, CHAIRMAN OF THE
NATIONAL PANHELLENIC CON-
FERENCE

HON. PETE SESSIONS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. SESSIONS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the work of an outstanding
individual, Julie Cain Burkhard, as she con-
cludes her distinguished work as Chairman of
the National Panhellenic Conference (NPC).
This conference represents 26 sororities with
a member base of more than four million
women at 655 campuses and 4,500 alumnae
chapters in the United States and Canada.
Sororities and fraternities are the largest val-
ues-based organizations on college campuses
and among the most successful leadership de-
velopment programs for college students. As
Chairman, Julie has led NPC’s effort to pro-
vide support and guidance for its members,
and acted as one of NPC’s leading voices on
contemporary issues of sorority life.

As a proud University of Georgia alumna
and past national president of her sorority
Alpha Chi Omega, Julie’s unyielding passion
for Greek life is reflected in her lifetime com-
mitment to collegiate leadership. Under her
leadership, NPC has increased their member-
ship, created web-based advocacy tools, and
furthered the organizational effectiveness of
the conference.

Julie has been a great resource and advo-
cate for women worldwide. Her long-term
commitment to her Alpha Chi Omega chapter,
its international organization, and the entire
Greek community are tokens of the leader-
ship, dedication, and loyalty that make her a
role model for women leaders and incredibly
deserving of this honor.

| have personally had the opportunity to
work with Julie over the years as she has
come to Washington to tirelessly advocate for
students across the country. We have worked
together on the passage of the Collegiate
Housing and Infrastructure Act, a bill that
would help improve not-for-profit housing for
college students, as well as legislation dedi-
cated to advancing college fire safety stand-
ards and student financial aid.

The National Panhellenic Conference is a
stronger organization as a result of her unwav-
ering leadership and steadfast commitment to
the lives of Greek women. | am pleased to
honor Julie Cain Burkhard’s exemplary service
and wish her all the best in her future endeav-
ors.

——————

TRIBUTE TO MR. JIMMY “PO
WOODS” LEATHERWOOD, ENTRE-
PRENEUR AND OWNER, WOODS,
INC. OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. RUSH. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a great entrepreneur, community
leader, humanitarian and family man, the late
Jimmy Leatherwood who made his heavenly
transition on Sunday, September 27, 2009. It
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is often difficult to find words to express the
depth of one’s feelings with the passing of a
good friend and constituent.

Mr. Leatherwood served with distinction for
nearly 30 years as a member of the Cook
County, lllinois Sheriff's Department. He was a
Board Member of the Westside Association for
Community Action of Chicago, a member of
the famed Rat Pack-Chicago Chapter and
served on the School Council of a local Chi-
cago Public School. He worked tirelessly with
various organizations to provide scholarship
opportunities to young people and annually
donated food to those in need in his home
town of Leland, Mississippi.

Jimmy dedicated his life toward making a
difference in the lives of other people. He was
a shining example of how God can use a life
to help make this world a better place. Indeed,
many who have had the privilege of knowing
him have come to recognize that they are a
much better person as a result of his life.

Madam Speaker, | want to encourage his
devoted wife Joann, their daughter Nazaree,
the entire family and the many friends of Mr.
Jimmy Leatherwood to always remember to
look to the hills from which comes all of their
help, trusting that their help will surely come
from the Lord. | am truly blessed to have
known and worked with him. | am honored to
pay tribute to this outstanding gentleman.

COMMEMORATING NATIONAL JOB
CORPS DAY

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to commemorate National Job Corps
Day on Capitol Hill, which takes place Sep-
tember 23, 2009. This day-long event will rec-
ognize the 45-year anniversary of Job Corps,
which has been dedicated to helping young
people launch stable careers.

Since its start, Job Corps has been com-
mitted to helping young people, ages 16-24,
get connected with the resources to be suc-
cessful in the workforce. With 123 campuses,
Job Corps is a nationwide tool for many young
Americans to gain the essential education and
work skills. | am pleased to have such a
strong and active branch of the organization
right here in Maricopa County, serving young
people across the valley.

At its core, Job Corps exemplifies the impor-
tance and true value of education. As a former
teacher, | believe education is the foundation
for preparing our youth to thrive in the future.
Through efforts like Job Corps, we can work
together to make higher education and ca-
reers attainable for all youth.

Madam Speaker, please join me in cele-
brating the 45th Anniversary of Phoenix Job
Corps.

ABILITY ONE
HON. DON YOUNG

OF ALASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Madam Speaker,
today | rise to recognize a program, which in
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the last year, has helped more than 40,000
Americans who are blind or who have severe
disabilities gain skills and training that has ulti-
mately led to gainful employment; The
AbilityOne Program.

The AbilityOne Program harnesses the pur-
chasing power of the Federal Government to
buy products and services from participating
community-based nonprofit agencies that are
dedicated to training and employing individuals
with disabilities. This program affords Ameri-
cans with disabilities the opportunity to acquire
job skills and training, receive good wages
and benefits, and gain greater independence
and quality of life.

This comes in a segment of the population
that has suffered from significant unemploy-
ment. But programs such as AbilityOne have
come a long way in helping to bring people
with disabilities into a working society. | am
proud to acknowledge that REACH Inc. has
played an active role since 1977 in helping
employ people with severe disabilities and is
one of the community partners to the
AbilityOne Program within my state.

The history and mission of REACH Inc.
stands as a true example of why this program
is a winning proposition for all parties involved.
REACH Inc. grew out of the dream of a group
of local families who wanted to organize activi-
ties for their children with disabilities. Over 32
years ago, REACH Inc. opened its doors in
the basement of the Resurrection Lutheran
Church in Juneau. What started out as a
small, family-run group meeting in a church
basement has developed into an agency em-
ploying 200 people and serving over 400 indi-
viduals.

The direct impact of these organizations on
the lives of Americans with disabilities cannot
be overstated. For an individual with a severe
disability who has never had the opportunity to
hold a job, be independent, participate in the
community, or play an important role in soci-
ety; the AbilityOne Program and organizations
like REACH Inc. are invaluable.

Madam Speaker, it is with great pleasure
that | extend my support to the AbilityOne Pro-
gram. | also want to commend the dedication
and commitment to the REACH Inc. Executive
Director, Mr. Richard Fagundes, and his staff
for helping individuals who are blind or have a
severe disability find employment. Their work
helps people live fuller lives and become more
active members of society. | also commend
each AbilityOne employee who works every
day to improve their lives, support our Govern-
ment, and make our country a better place to
live.

———

COMMENDING HOMELAND SECU-
RITY DEPARTMENT EMPLOYEES
AND ANTI-TERRORISM  PART-
NERS

SPEECH OF

HON. PETER T. KING

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to express my support for the reso-
lution introduced by my colleague from New
York, Congresswoman CLARKE. House Reso-
lution 731, of which | am a cosponsor, recog-
nizing the month of September as National
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Preparedness Month, also commends the em-
ployees of the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity; other federal agencies; state, local, and
tribal government officials; emergency re-
sponse personnel; and law enforcement offi-
cers who defend our nation against acts of ter-
rorism.

New York's 3rd Congressional District is
home to many of the Department of Homeland
Security’s employees, including those who
work at JFK and LaGuardia airports and in the
Coast Guard. We are all grateful for the impor-
tant work they carry out, in partnership with
local law enforcement officers and other first
responders, to protect our communities, par-
ticularly in light of several recently foiled ter-
rorist plots.

Earlier this month, we commemorated the
eighth anniversary of the terrorist attacks of
September 11, 2001. In these times, we can-
not afford to be complacent, or to forget what
it means to prepare ourselves, our families,
and our communities to respond to the threat
of terrorism. All Americans can help promote
emergency preparedness by taking steps such
as assembling emergency supply kits, creating
family emergency plans, and staying informed
about possible emergencies in their area.

We have come a long way since September
11th, but there is still much more to do to
keep America safe. House Resolution 731
helps remind all Americans of the steps they
can take to be prepared, and honors those on
the front lines who tirelessly work to keep our
communities safe.

———

HONORING THE THOMAS JEFFER-
SON NATIONAL ACCELERATION
FACILITY ON ITS 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. WITTMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the Thomas Jefferson Na-
tional Acceleration Facility in Newport News,
VA, on the occasion of its 25th anniversary.
Since its creation, the Jefferson Lab has wel-
comed scientists and researchers from across
the globe to study the matter and forces which
build and drive our universe.

The Jefferson Lab is committed to educating
the next generation of scientists by increasing
the number of teachers who have strong back-
grounds in math and science, and in doing so
increase student motivation in the subjects of
engineering and technology.

Current Secretary of Energy and Nobel
Prize winning physicist Dr. Steven Chu joined
the lab in celebrating this momentous occa-
sion. On Tuesday, September 29, Secretary
Chu visited with the lab’s scientists, and dis-
cussed the future of atomic research.

Recently, the Jefferson Lab began an ex-
pansion of its accelerated electron beam, and
| was glad to attend the groundbreaking of this
project in April 2009. This project creates a
collision of atoms so that scientists may study
protons and neutrons at the smallest level.
The work done at the Lab is known around
the world as second-to-none, and this initia-
tive, also known as the 12GeV Upgrade, will
ensure the Lab’s worldwide leadership position
for the next twenty years.
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| continue to be impressed by the efforts of
the men and women from the Jefferson Lab
and their desire to lead the Nation and the
world in research and innovation. | urge my
colleagues to join me in congratulating the
Thomas Jefferson National Acceleration Facil-
ity on its 25th anniversary.

——

IN RECOGNITION OF THE CITY OF

RICHARDSON’S 2009 NATIONAL
NIGHT OUT
HON. PETE SESSIONS
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. SESSIONS. Madam Speaker, | rise to
day to recognize the City of Richardson and
the Richardson Police Department for its ef-
forts to combat crime and its 2009 National
Night Out on October 13, 2009.

Since its inception twenty-six years ago, the
National Night Out program has successfully
reached out to numerous communities nation-
wide in its mission to raise crime and drug
prevention awareness. The City of Richardson
has utilized innovative methods to encourage
citywide participation such as organizing
neighborhood block parties, programs for the
Hispanic and Asian communities, and activi-
ties at various senior centers. These gath-
erings unite citizens, law enforcement agen-
cies, businesses, civic organizations, and local
officials. It shows their resolve to fight back
against criminals and their commitment to
keeping our neighborhoods safe. The City of
Richardson’s high participation has resulted in
their being the award winner for Category #3
in the Nation. National Night Out has helped
the Police strengthen neighborhood spirit and
build partnerships within the local community.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in commending the City of Richardson and
the Richardson Police Department for their
hard work and dedication. Their efforts have
made our community a safer and better place.

———————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE PASSING
OF DON PRIEST

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to join in the celebration of the life
of Don Priest, a local legend in my district in
Northwest Florida. For over four decades, Don
delivered broadcast news and his daily edi-
torials to people in the Florida Panhandle and
Alabama Gulf Coast.

Don’s years of broadcasting made him one
of the most recognized voices in the area. As
news director of the radio station WCOA for
41 years, he knew the importance of keeping
people in the area informed. He also recog-
nized that the news is not one-sided, and as
the first host of Pensacola Speaks, a local
radio call-in show, he was instrumental to let-
ting countless people over the years discuss
what was on their minds, be it a national,
local, or a personal issue. Don opened his
radio show to anything people wanted to dis-
cuss, and people daily instantly recognized his
voice as he took to the airwaves.

October 1, 2009

Don’s radio broadcasting covered more than
just the news. On Friday nights, his distinctive
voice came on the air to cover local high
school football games. He was a news director
who was involved with all aspects of the news,
and he worked hard to include people of all
ages and walks of life in the community. Don’s
tireless work made sure that events in the
area received the notice they deserved.

Madam Speaker, Northwest Florida will long
remember the legacy of Don Priest. My
thoughts and prayers are with him, and many
will be forever grateful for Don having touched
their lives. Northwest Florida has suffered a
great loss, but we will fondly recall his voice
on the airwaves for a long time to come.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE CITY OF

DALLAS AND 2009 NATIONAL
NIGHT OUT
HON. PETE SESSIONS
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. SESSIONS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the City of Dallas and the
Dallas Police Department for its efforts to
combat crime and its 2009 National Night Out
on October 6, 2009.

Since its inception twenty-six years ago, the
National Night Out program has successfully
reached out to humerous communities nation-
wide in its mission to raise crime and drug
prevention awareness. The City of Dallas has
utilized innovative methods to encourage city-
wide participation such as organizing neigh-
borhood block parties, safety fairs, visits from
police, contests, and rallies. These gatherings
unite citizens, law enforcement agencies, busi-
nesses, civic organizations, and local officials.
It shows their resolve to fight back against
criminals and their commitment to keeping our
neighborhoods safe. National Night Out has
helped the Dallas Police strengthen neighbor-
hood spirit and build partnerships within the
local community.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in commending the City of Dallas and the
Dallas Police Department for their hard work
and dedication. Their efforts have made our
community a safer and better place.

RECOGNIZING THE TOWN OF OR-
ANGE AS IT CELEBRATES ITS
275TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. ERIC CANTOR

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. CANTOR. Madam Speaker, | am proud
to recognize the Town of Orange as it cele-
brates its 275th anniversary.

The Town of Orange is located northeast of
Charlottesville, near James Madison’s estate
at Montpelier, viewing the Blue Ridge Moun-
tains.

The Town of Orange was a strategically im-
portant location during the American Civil War.
Just north of town, the Rapidan River was ef-
fectively the northern border of the Confed-
eracy for several years. Consequently, the
area witnessed countless troop movements,
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patrols, skirmishes, and encampments. In ad-
dition, the Town of Orange served as General
Robert E. Lee’s headquarters during that time.
In fact, General Lee worshipped at the St.
Thomas Episcopal Church on Caroline Street,
which still stands today.

The town continued to thrive into the twen-
tieth century. Fire destroyed much of the east-
ern part of town in 1908, but many of the
buildings constructed shortly after the fire still
remain. In fact, Orange was well-known for its
silk mill, which produced many of the para-
chutes used by U.S. troops during World War
1. The silk mill finally closed in the 1970s, but
the building still remains and is used by local
businesses.

Orange residents will celebrate and honor
the town’s heritage and 275 years of history
with events and activities throughout the year.
In conjunction with the Fall Fiber Festival at
Montpelier, the Gordonsville Street Festival,
and other county-wide events, the Town of Or-
ange will have a Blues Festival on Main Street
on October 3rd to mark the anniversary.

Madam Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating the fine citizens of Orange as they
celebrate their town’s anniversary and wishing
them the best for their continued growth and
success.

———

IN HONOR OF MR. BEN MOORE’S
LIFETIME OF SERVICE

HON. TOM PRICE

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today in recognition of Mr. Ben Moore,
who this weekend will receive a Lifetime Serv-
ice and Achievement Award from the Johnson
Ferry Baptist Church in my district.

Mr. Moore was born in Texarkana, Arkansas
on October 24, 1913. In 1920, his family fled
the Dust Bowl and made their way to Atlanta,
Georgia. At the age of 14, a young Ben Moore
took a job as an office boy at the First Na-
tional Bank of Atlanta, beginning what would
become a long and distinguished career at
First National.

Mr. Moore served his country with valor dur-
ing World War I, joining the Army Air Corps
on Oct. 1, 1942 and seeing service in ltaly. He
returned to Atlanta after the war and was ad-
mitted to the State Bar of Georgia in 1949. He
has been a member of the bar for 60 years
and continues to practice law to this very day.

In 1953 Mr. Moore was named as one of
“Atlanta’s 100 Leaders of Tomorrow” by Time
Magazine. He served on the Atlanta Board of
Aldermen, the precursor to today’s City Coun-
cil, during Mayor lvan Allen’s first term. During
this period, the City of Atlanta saw numerous
changes including the arrival of the Atlanta
Braves, the opening of construction on Inter-
state 285, and the beginning of the trans-
formation of Zoo Atlanta and Hartsfield-Jack-
son International Airport into the institutions
we recognize today.

Mr. Moore became a Baptist in 1957 when
he and his two daughters were Baptized by
Dr. Monroe Swilley, then pastor of Second
Ponce de Leon Baptist Church. He is a grad-
uate of Tech High, the Woodrow Wilson Col-
lege of Law, and the American Institute of
Banking.
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Mr. Moore will celebrate his 96th birthday
next month. When he isn’t practicing law, he
enjoys the company of his two daughters,
three grandsons, and one great grandson in
the Atlanta area.

Throughout his life, Ben Moore has an-
swered the call to serve his family, his com-
munity, and his country. I'm proud to honor
him today in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives.

———

COMMENDING HOMELAND SECU-
RITY DEPARTMENT EMPLOYEES

AND ANTI-TERRORISM PART-
NERS
SPEECH OF
HON. ANDRE CARSON
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, over
the last two days, we have considered and
voted to pass legislation honoring all Depart-
ment of Homeland Security employees for
their service to the United States over the
course of the War on Terror.

As a former Homeland Security official, |
have seen first hand the sacrifices that each
of these employees makes in the service of
our country. These dedicated men and women
spend years developing specialized skills and
becoming experts on the most effective meth-
ods to prevent violence. They devote long
hours away from their families, in potentially
life threatening situations. And they do all of
this to keep us safe from threats around the
world.

These federal employees rarely make the
news, but their success in the War on Terror
is undeniable. Their unyielding efforts have
saved lives and prevented billions in property
damage. We may never hear of their suc-
cesses, but they deserve our thanks just the
same.

So, Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor these
men and women across our country, whose
ongoing fight to protect us from terrorism has
allowed all of us to enjoy the freedoms that
make the United States great.

—

DON'T HIDE HEALTH CARE DECI-
SIONS FROM JUDICIAL REVIEW

HON. LAMAR SMITH

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speaker,
when Democrats introduced health care legis-
lation, the Administration wanted to rush it
through Congress before its cost could be cal-
culated.

When Republicans wanted to review health
care legislation before they were made to vote
on it, Democrats refused to let them see the
language.

Look for more of the same. For instance,
the House Democrats’ health care legislation
prevents federal health care decisions from
getting judicial review.

Stealth provisions of the House bill take
away Americans’ rights to challenge govern-
ment decisions that will profoundly affect their
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lives. The courts are not allowed to review
challenges to decisions to impose payment
rates for doctors, hospitals and prescription
drugs.

The courts can’t review decisions to rest
health care reimbursement on racial and eth-
nic criteria. And the courts can’t review deci-
sions intended to control other features of our
health care system.

When Democrats hide what they are doing
and limit Americans’ rights, we know that the
game is not about improving Americans’
health care. It is about increasing government
power at the people’s expense.

And it's time to blow the whistle on that
rigged game.

————

SALUTING THE ONE HUNDREDTH
ANNIVERSARY OF FOREST HILLS
GARDENS IN QUEENS, NY AND
THE REDEDICATION OF THE
COMMUNITY’S FLAGPOLE

HON. ANTHONY D. WEINER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. WEINER. Madam Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize the one-hundredth anniversary of the
beautiful Forest Hills Gardens, the first
planned garden community in the United
States—one of which of which | am a proud
resident.

A bucolic extension of the Olmsteads’ New
York legacy, our neighborhood was designed
by none other than Frederick Law Olmstead
Jr., the son of the visionary who gave New
York Central and Prospect Parks, two of our
most cherished gifts. Much like those glorious
testaments to Mother Nature, Forest Hills Gar-
dens brings the natural world to the very heart
of a New York City borough while being
seamlessly integrated with its decidedly urban
surroundings.

While set apart from the thronging streets of
Queens, Forest Hills Gardens has evolved to
truly embody the diversity of the borough in
which it lies, with Christians and Jews living
alongside Hindus and Muslims—all of whom
are proud New Yorkers and proud Americans.

In tribute to the nation this community rep-
resents, Forest Hills Gardens recently rededi-
cated their flagpole following a three-year,
painstaking restoration. Madam Speaker, | rise
also to recognize this historic occasion. The
ninety-eight foot pole is the refurbished mast
of the ship Columbia, the swift sloop that was
the first to win the America’s Cup consecu-
tively, in 1899 and in 1901.

A ship whose history is inextricably tied with
New York’s, the Columbia was designed by
Nathanael Herreshoff and launched in 1899 by
J.P. Morgan for the New York Yacht Club. It
was sailed in the cold and choppy waters of
New York Harbor by Captain Charlie Barr to
two glorious victories against Great Britain and
retired to New York’s own little port at City Is-
land in 1913.

Towering high above the borough of
Queens, the Columbia’s restored mast tells us
of past glory and of future promise. It symbol-
izes the resilience and ambition that has al-
ways and will continue to define New York
and its people.

| take this opportunity to present to the com-
munity of Forest Hills Gardens a new flag wor-
thy of the Columbia’s mast and salute the For-
est Hills Gardens Corporation for ensuring that
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our flag continues to wave high over the great-
est city in the world.

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF MICHELLE DALLAFIOR
TO THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

HON. BART GORDON

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to recognize the service
of a valued staff member of the Committee on
Science and Technology, Michelle Dallafior,
on her last day with the Committee.

Michelle serves on the Energy and Environ-
ment Subcommittee, where she manages a
broad portfolio of energy issues, including nu-
clear energy, carbon capture and sequestra-
tion, and the transition to a smarter electrical
grid. She’s worked on key pieces of legislation
including the Energy Independence and Secu-
rity Act of 2007, the American Recovery Act of
2009, and the American Clean Energy and
Security Act of 2009, as well as the Energy
and Water Research Integration Act, which
was passed out of Subcommittee yesterday.

Before she joined the Science and Tech-
nology Committee, Michelle was Chief of Staff
to Rep. CHARLES WILSON (D—OH). Michelle
worked for Rep. Ted Strickland (D—OH) for al-
most a decade, serving as his Legislative Di-
rector and, later, his Chief of Staff. Michelle
first came to the Hill to work for Sen. John
Glenn (D-OH) on Great Lakes legislative
issues. Michelle holds an M.A. in Public Policy
from Georgetown University and a B.A. in Po-
litical Science from the University of Michigan.
She is a proud Yooper, and her Wolverine
pride is especially apparent during football and
basketball season.

Madam Speaker, Michelle’s expertise and
ability to reach consensus have made her a
valued member of the Committee staff. De-
spite balancing a heavy work load with her
avid pursuit of bocce and cycling, she always
finds time to invest in other staffers. She’s
shown a special talent for mentoring junior
staffers and helping them get substantive ex-
perience and exposure.

| know that all of the Science and Tech-
nology Committee’s Members and staff wish
her well as she transitions to the Administra-
tion. Michelle will be joining the Office of Fos-
sil Energy at the Department of Energy, con-
tinuing her work on carbon capture and se-
questration and the creation of a smarter elec-
tric grid.

Michelle, thank you for all your hard work
and counsel. We will certainly miss seeing you
day-to-day, but we hope that we will get the
opportunity to work with you in your new role.

————

CELEBRATING RACHEL KNAUB’S
100TH BIRTHDAY

HON. STEVE AUSTRIA

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. AUSTRIA. Madam Speaker, | rise today
on behalf of the constituents of Ohio’s 7th
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Congressional District to congratulate and rec-
ognize Rachel Knaub on the extraordinary
event of her 100th Birthday on October 4,
20009.

Born in Greene County, Rachel has lived in
Ohio her entire life. She has resided in many
different communities in the state including,
Pitchen, Clifton, Springfield, and Cedarville.

Throughout her life, Rachel Knaub has been
a proud farmers wife. She spent 52 years
happily married to her husband, Ralph, who
passed away in 1992. Rachel is also a proud
and active member in the 5th Lutheran
Church.

Reaching 100 years of age is truly a great
and significant milestone and for that reason,
Rachel deserves our congratulations.

———

WELCOMING REV. MARTHA
TAYLOR

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Ms. LEE of California. Madam Speaker, it is
with great pleasure that | rise to welcome our
guest chaplain here this morning, the Rev-
erend Dr. Martha Taylor. Dr. Taylor has dedi-
cated nearly 4 decades of her life to public
service, and it is my distinct honor to welcome
her here today.

Dr. Taylor serves as the Pastor of Elmhurst
Presbyterian Church in Oakland, California,
and as an adjunct professor at the San Fran-
cisco Theological Seminary.

She is also the principal owner of Ministry
Christian Training—an education ministry that
focuses on church leadership, biblical studies,
and inspirational workshops. In this role, she
has facilitated leadership trainings for numer-
ous churches across the Bay Area and the
country.

Throughout her long and varied years of
service, Dr. Taylor has focused much of her
attention on issues of social justice. She has
become a staple in our home community, and
remains active in numerous community organi-
zations. For her work, she was named Chris-
tian Woman of the Year in 2006 by then-Sac-
ramento Mayor, Heather Fargo, and the Sac-
ramento County Board of Supervisors.

Dr. Taylor's commitment to service stems
from her deep reservoir of faith, and from her
dedication to use her faith as an active vehicle
for social change.

It is again my great pleasure and honor to
welcome my friend, the Reverend Dr. Martha
Taylor.

———

RECOGNIZING THE COURAGEOUS
SERVICE OF MR. JACK TOLBERT

HON. WALLY HERGER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. HERGER. Madam Speaker, it is my
honor today to commend the self-sacrificing
act of a true American hero, Jack Tolbert, who
was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross
on Armed Forces Day in 1954. The extraor-
dinary heroism of Mr. Tolbert was summarized
thus when the medal was awarded:
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The President of the United States of
America, authorized by act of Congress July
9, 1918, has awarded the Distinguished Serv-
ice Cross to Sergeant First Class Jack P.
Tolbert for extraordinary heroism in mili-
tary operations against an armed enemy:

Sergeant First Class Tolbert, Infantry,
United States Army, a Member of Company
B, 656th Infantry Regiment, 3rd Infantry Divi-
sion, distinguished himself by extraordinary
heroism in action against an armed enemy of
the United States near Kumhwa, Korea, on
11 June 1953. He was one of two outpost
guards on the main line of resistance when
the area came under a heavy artillery and
mortar bombardment. Observing a hostile in-
fantryman approaching the position, he
shouted a warning to the other Sentinel and
to the guard at the Command Post, enabling
them to alert other elements of the immi-
nent attack. Seconds later the enemy soldier
hurled a fragmentation grenade into the
bunker. Fully aware of the danger involved,
he stepped on the missile in an attempt to
dispose of it or lessen its explosive effect and
received the full impact of the explosion. Al-
though critically wounded in this display of
valor, his prompt and unhesitating action
prevented serious injury to his comrade. In-
spired by his unflinching courage, the troops
fought with great tenacity and skill, inflict-
ing numerous casualties and containing the
assault. Sergeant Tolbert’s inspirational
conduct and consummate devotion to duty
reflect the highest credit upon himself and
uphold the esteemed traditions of the mili-
tary service.

By order of Lt. General W. G. Wyman,
Commanding General of the Sixth Army.

Armed Forces Day, 1954.

Although the Redding chapter of the Military
Order of the Purple Heart is named in his
honor, Mr. Tolbert insists “I'm not the hero
type.” In a 2009 interview with his hometown
newspaper, Jack said, “I was just a regular Gl
who spent a little time in the front line. | did
my job and came home.” With all due respect
to Mr. Tolbert, no one shares his view. He
may not have intended to be a hero, but a
hero he is. And in recognition of his service,
Shasta County has designated October 3 as
“Jack Tolbert Day.”

It is my honor to recognize Jack Tolbert's
heroic service to our Nation.

———

WASHINGTON STATE TROOPER
JOHN GARDEN

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. REICHERT. Madam Speaker, today I'd
like to recognize Washington State Trooper
John Garden for being named the 2008 Dis-
trict One Trooper of the Year in the State of
Washington.

As a former law enforcement officer in
Washington State, | know the hard work and
dedication it takes to earn such an honor, and
| thank Trooper Garden for his tireless service
and sacrifice for the communities he serves in
Pierce and Thurston Counties.

I am confident that Trooper Garden will con-
tinue to serve the people of Washington State
with great respect and continue his record of
strong leadership within the law enforcement
community. On behalf of the House of Rep-
resentatives, | extend my deepest gratitude for
his service and sacrifice.
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THE INDIAN TRIBAL FEDERAL
RECOGNITION ADMINISTRATIVE
ACT

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA

OF AMERICAN SAMOA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to introduce the Indian Tribal Fed-
eral Recognition Administrative Procedures
Act, a bill to provide for an improved adminis-
trative process for federal recognition of cer-
tain Indian groups.

The fact of the matter is the process by
which the Department of the Interior to recog-
nize Indian tribes is riddled with problems. And
these problems exist in large part because the
Congress itself has never by law established
a process or criteria for the recognition of In-
dian tribes.

First, the Bureau of Indian Affair's budget
limitations over the years have, in fact, created
a certain bias against recognizing new Indian
tribes.

Second, the process has always been too
expensive, costing some tribes well over
$500,000 when most of these tribes lack the
resources and necessary finances. | need not
remind my colleagues that Native American
Indians are still facing severe challenges to
education, economic activity and social devel-
opment, and this administrative process per-
petuates an already embarrassing situation for
this country.

Madam Speaker, the courts have already
acknowledged the unfair treatment of Indian
groups because of the current federal recogni-
tion process. In 1996, in the case of Greene
v. Babbitt, 943 F. Supp. 1278 (W.Dist. Wash),
the federal court found that the existing proc-
ess is “marred by both lengthy delays and a
pattern of serious procedural due process vio-
lations.” Deciding on the recognition process
for the Samish Tribe in the State of Wash-
ington, the court recognized that it took over
25 years for the Department to make a deci-
sion. Writing for the court, Judge Thomas Zilly
opined that “the Samish people’s quest for
federal recognition as an Indian tribe has a
protracted and tortuous history . . . made
more difficult by excessive delays and govern-
mental misconduct” (p. 1281). Moreover, cer-
tain procedures mandated in the Administra-
tive Process Act (APA) and by the U.S. Con-
stitution were glossed over during the ac-
knowledgement process.

Sadly though, the Samish’s administrative
and legal conflict—much of which was at pub-
lic expense—could have been avoided were it
not for a 30-year-old clerical error of the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs which inadvertently left
the Samish Tribe’s name off the list of recog-
nized tribes in Washington. With a record like
this, it is little wonder that many tribes have
lost faith in the Government’s recognition pro-
cedures.

Fixing the recognition process was also
noted by former President Clinton. In a 1996
letter to the Chinook Tribe of Washington, the
President wrote, “l agree that the current fed-
eral acknowledgment process must be im-
proved.” Despite some progress been made,
President Clinton further added that “much
more must be done.”

And the most recent action of this adminis-
trative acknowledgment process gives no
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hope to non-recognized tribes of a reasonable
and timely process. The Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs recently issued what it calls a proposed
finding on the Brothertown of Wisconsin peti-
tion for federal acknowledgment. This tribe’s
petition was considered ready for consider-
ation by the BIA in 1996—even so, the BIA
did not take up the petition until 2008, 12
years later. In the proposed finding issued this
August, the BIA proposed to turn down rec-
ognition of the tribe for several reasons. One
of those reasons was a finding by the BIA that
the tribe had been terminated by Congress in
1839. Now, a tribe that has been terminated
by Congress cannot be recognized by the BIA.
And yet, the BIA insists that this tribe com-
plete this administrative process—at the cost
of thousands of dollars to the government and
the tribe—even though the BIA could not rec-
ognize the tribe even if it finds that the tribe
meets the criteria for recognition. A process
that requires such a thing makes no sense for
the Federal Government or for tribes.

Madam Speaker, the legislation | introduce
today provides the vehicle to fix the recogni-
tion process for Indian groups. It embodies a
framework to lessen the adverse impact and
the unfortunate burden on Indian groups seek-
ing federal recognition.

Under this proposal, the administrative bur-
den and responsibility for the federal recogni-
tion process is transferred from the Bureau of
Indian Affairs, BIA, to an independent Com-
mission on Recognition of Indian Tribes. The
Commission shall consist of seven members
appointed by the President with the consent of
the Senate. This commission is tasked with re-
viewing and acting upon documented petitions
submitted by Indian groups that apply for fed-
eral recognition.

Under this legislation, clear and consistent
standards of administrative review of docu-
mented petitions for federal recognition are
provided for. Moreover, this bill clarifies and
identifies clear evidentiary standards for ad-
ministrative review and also helps expedite the
process by providing adequate resources to
process documented petition.

Some have expressed concern that prior
bills would open the door for more tribes to
conduct gambling operations on new reserva-
tions. While | cannot say that no new gam-
bling operations will result from this bill, | do
believe that this bill will have only a minimal
impact in the area.

| would like to remind my colleagues that:
(1) unlike State-sponsored gaming operations,
Indian gaming is highly regulated by the Indian
Gaming Regulatory Act (IGRA); (2) before
gaming can be conducted, the tribes must
reach an agreement with the state in which
the gaming would be conducted; (3) under
IGRA, gaming can only be conducted on land
held in trust by the federal government; (4)
gaming can only be conducted at a level the
state permits on non-Indian land; and (4) any
gaming profits can only be used for tribal de-
velopment, such as water and sewer systems,
schools, and housing.

| want to emphasize this point—this is not a
gambling bill, this is a bill to create a fair, ob-
jective process by which Indian groups can be
evaluated for possible federal recognition.

Madam Speaker, this bill is not perfect in
every form, but it is the result of many hours
of consultation and years of work. | want to
thank Chairman RAHALL and everyone in-
volved in this endeavor. Many parties and
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stakeholders have come together for the pur-
pose of making sound, careful changes which
recognize the historical struggles the unrecog-
nized tribes have gone through, yet retaining
some of the framework the Bureau of Indian
Affairs has developed diligently over the years.

In conclusion Madam Speaker, | hope we
can take final action and make much needed
improvements to the Federal Indian Recogni-
tion process.

———————

CONSTITUTION DAY

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN B. LARSON

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 29, 2009

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, |
rise in support of House Resolution 734, which
expresses support for and honors September
17, 2009, as “Constitution Day.” September
17 is the day that our United States Constitu-
tion was signed in 1787, by 39 delegates from
12 states, including from Connecticut, Samuel
Huntington, Oliver Wolcott, and Roger Sher-
man, whose statue resides in the crypt of this
Capitol building.

My home state of Connecticut has a strong
and proud connection to the founding prin-
ciples and documents of this country. Roger
Sherman was the only man to sign the Articles
of Association, the Declaration of Independ-
ence, the Articles of Confederation, and the
Constitution. Connecticut itself is known as the
Constitution State, for its enactment of the
Fundamental Orders of Connecticut, the first
written constitution of its kind.

The Fundamental Orders of Connecticut
was adopted by the Connecticut Colony in
1639 and established a government for the
Connecticut Colony, based on the yearly elec-
tion of a governor and six magistrates, two
from each town in the Colony. These officials
were chosen by the count of a written vote,
and all freedmen who resided in the colony
and had taken an oath of fidelity were eligible
to cast their vote.

The Fundamental Orders established limits
on the powers of government, emphasizing
the power of the people to elect their leaders
and act against them should those leaders ig-
nore their concerns. Further, it defined the op-
erating procedures of a government estab-
lished by the people, of the people, and for
the people, ensuring each elected magistrate
a vote in matters of governance, and the gov-
ernor a vote only in the event of a tie.

Many of the principles in the eleven sections
of the Fundamental Orders of Connecticut
later were echoed in the familiar cadences of
our great Constitution, which continues to rep-
resent the American ideal of a government
consisting of a body of officials elected by the
people to serve in their best interests.

It was Roger Sherman’s “Connecticut Com-
promise”, made during the Philadelphia Con-
vention of 1787, which ensured fair represen-
tation for large and small states in the
bicameral legislature which defines our body
of Congress.

As a high school history teacher, | had the
privilege of studying, learning, and teaching
the Constitution. It is the innovation and
undiminished endurance of the ideals of our
Constitution for which | rise in support of
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House Resolution 734 to express support for
and honor September 17, 2009, as “Constitu-
tion Day.”

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF BASS PRO
SHOPS FOUNDER JOHNNY L.
MORRIS, FOR HIS LIFETIME CON-
SERVATION ACHIEVEMENT
AWARD FROM THE TEDDY ROO-
SEVELT CONSERVATION PART-
NERSHIP

HON. ROY BLUNT

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. BLUNT. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor a man who has become an icon to fish-
ermen, an innovative retailer and perhaps the
humblest guy you might ever meet. You may
not immediately recognize the name Johnny
Morris, but you probably know the company
he started in 1972—Bass Pro Shops. Johnny
is also a dedicated conservationist who sup-
ports a host of national wildlife and habitat
conservation efforts.

National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, Na-
tional Wild Turkey Federation, the Nature Con-
servancy, International Game Fish Associa-
tion, Ducks Unlimited, Rocky Mountain Elk
Foundation, Quality Deer Management Asso-
ciation, Trout Unlimited, International
Bowhunting Organization, The Congressional
Sportsmen’s Foundation, U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service, USDA Forest Service, Quail Unlim-
ited, Federation of Fly Fisherman, and Safari
Club International are among the organiza-
tions that Bass Pro Shops publicly supports.

Johnny’s ideal work is fishing. While fishing
the Bassmaster professional circuit, he was al-
ways taking notes of what lures were catching
fish, who made them and how to find them.
Starting with hand-tied lures and bait made
from sowbellies and sold in jars, Johnny start-
ed his business in his father's store. Within
two years he needed more room for his grow-
ing enterprise.

In 1972 Bass Pro Shops—or Pro Bass as
many of his regulars still call it—began issuing
catalogs. Today those books are 700 pages of
full color pictures of lures, worms, hooks, sink-
ers, reels, rods and everything an angler
would ever need. There is a line of hunting
equipment and clothing too.

Among Johnny’s successful ideas was sell-
ing fishing boats in packages— boat, motor,
trailer and trolling motor. It had never been
tried before, but it's an industry standard now.
That is just one of several reasons why he
was named the National Retail Federation’s
Retail Innovator of the Year in 2008.

Johnny Morris’ vision has expanded from
that small space in his dad’s store to 56
megastores in the United States and Canada,
a 1.7-million-square-foot warehouse and head-
quarters in Springfield, Missouri, and jobs for
16,000 employees.

If you want to know the real success of Mor-
ris’ Bass Pro Shops, visit one of their stores.
Complete with aquariums full of game fish or
rare turtles, a Bass Pro Shops store is a visit
that will satisfy your interest in everything out-
doors. Equipment for most any sportsman’s
experience is available along with advice from
people who have used it. Bass Pro Shops re-
ceives nearly 100 million customers, sight-
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seers and visitors a year. The Springfield store
is Missouri’s number one visitor attraction,
welcoming more than 4 million people through
its doors last year.

Johnny is a conservationist who enjoys the
outdoors and preservation of America’s scenic
beauty found in its open spaces, wildlife and
waters. Earlier this week, the Teddy Roosevelt
Conservation Partnership honored Johnny
Morris with its Lifetime Conservation Achieve-
ment Award for his dedication to conserving
our national resources and ensuring the future
of America’s sporting traditions.

This is an honor Johnny Morris has earned
through a lifetime of work as a retailer and
sportsman. Foremost, | think Johnny would
like to be thought of simply as a pretty good
fisherman.

———

RECOGNIZING TIBOTEC THERA-
PEUTICS FOR CONDUCTING THE
GRACE STUDY, A GROUND
BREAKING HIV CLINICAL TRIAL
FOCUSED ON WOMEN AND PEO-
PLE OF COLOR IN THE UNITED
STATES

HON. WM. LACY CLAY

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. CLAY. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
commend and congratulate Tibotec Thera-
peutics, part of the Johnson & Johnson family
of companies, for demonstrating continued in-
novation and corporate responsibility in the
fight against HIV/AIDS by conducting the
groundbreaking GRACE study. GRACE, which
stands for Gender Race And Clinical Experi-
ence, is the largest study to date in treatment-
experienced women with HIV to examine gen-
der and race differences in response to an
HIV therapy. In recent HIV studies of treat-
ment-experienced patients, women accounted
for less than 11 percent of the patients being
studied, on average. GRACE was able to en-
roll nearly 70 percent women and 84 percent
people of color.

In my home State of Missouri, there are al-
most 12,000 people living with AIDS, and Afri-
can Americans represent over a third of these
cases. Women account for more than one
quarter of all new HIV/AIDS diagnoses in the
United States, with African American and
Latina women representing 79 percent of
women living with the disease. People of color
have been historically underrepresented in
clinical trials in the United States, and HIV/
AIDS disproportionately impacts African Amer-
icans. In terms of new HIV infections, African
American women are infected at a rate 15
times higher than white women.

The trial was designed to help overcome
some of the barriers, identified by the advi-
sors, which have historically deterred women
and people of color from participating in clin-
ical studies, including stigma, lack of child
care, transportation and personal support sys-
tems. Based upon advisor and community
input, study participants could obtain assist-
ance to cover costs associated with their par-
ticipation in the study, including funds for trav-
el and childcare, as well as food vouchers. |
am proud to say that one of the study sites in
this historic clinical trial is located in my con-
gressional district.
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Results of the GRACE study showed that
there were no statistical differences in the
safety, tolerability or effectiveness of the HIV
regimens used in the study between male and
female participants, or for people of different
ethnicities. Additionally, the GRACE study
showed that with the appropriate commitment
from the trial sponsor and input from affected
communities and providers, clinical trials can
enroll meaningful numbers of women and ra-
cial and ethnic minorities.

Madam Speaker, | commend Tibotec Thera-
peutics and Johnson & Johnson for their com-
mitment to addressing the disproportionate im-
pact of this epidemic on women and people of
color.

U.S. POLICY TOWARDS BURMA

HON. MARK E. SOUDER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. SOUDER. Madam Speaker, today the
Senate Foreign Relations Subcommittee on
East Asian and Pacific Affairs held a hearing
on U.S. policy towards Burma. | would like to
contribute some remarks on this important
topic. | represent the Third District of Indiana,
which is home to the largest concentration of
people from Burma in the U.S. In recent
years, resettlement agencies have placed well
over 2,000 refugees in Fort Wayne, Indiana.
Fort Wayne has also become a “community of
choice” amongst the refugee community, and
secondary migrants have increased Fort
Wayne’s population of people from Burma to
over 6,000. As a result, the Third District is
acutely aware of the atrocities and suffering
that the people from Burma have faced at the
hands of the State Peace and Development
Council (SPDC).

| am disappointed that this hearing, which is
intended to evaluate the role the U.S. can play
in facilitating democratic reform, did not invite
testimony from a single representative of Bur-
ma’s democracy movement or one individual
who has endured the violence of the
Tatmadow. A thorough evaluation is impos-
sible without their perspective.

Over the years, U.N. reports have docu-
mented some of the military regime’s
harrowing crimes, including widespread rape,
conscription of child soldiers, torture, and the
destruction of thousands of villages. It is clear
that the SPDC has in part been conducting a
war against its own citizens.

In spite of these realities, the Administration
has recently engaged in direct dialogues with
the Burmese regime and the Senate Commit-
tee’s hearings today are in part seeking to re-
evaluate the role of sanctions in U.S. policy. |
support the establishment of a peaceful and
democratic Burma. However, it is improbable
that this can be achieved through negotiations
with the junta—a dictatorship will not act in
good faith and broker a deal that will lead to
its own demise.

Before such dramatic changes in policy can
be made, it is necessary for the military dicta-
torship to demonstrate a clear movement to-
wards democracy. This must include ending
the current violence against its citizens, install-
ing Daw Aung San Suu Kyi to her rightful
place as Burma’s democratically elected Prime
Minister, and drafting a constitution that cre-
ates the possibility for true civilian leadership.
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Until we see this kind of progress, the U.S.
cannot give validity to this illegitimate govern-
ment.

HONORING BEN G. PORTER
HON. JIM MARSHALL

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. MARSHALL. Madam Speaker, it is my
pleasure to rise today to honor one of Macon,
Georgia’s great citizens, Ben G. Porter, some-
one who has worked tirelessly to improve the
quality of life in Middle Georgia and through-
out the State of Georgia.

Ben and his wife Hazel have lived in Macon
for over 50 years. He is an avid outdoorsman
and his passion for the natural beauty of our
land punctuates his business and charitable
endeavors. As a former Chairman of the
Board of Georgia’s Department of Natural Re-
sources, Ben advocated for the conservation
and preservation of our natural and cultural re-
sources so that current and future generations
can take pleasure in the unique history, diver-
sity and great beauty found in every region of
our state. As a founder and member of the
Ocmulgee Land Trust, as Chairman of the Je-
kyll Island Authority as well as in his service
as on the Advisory Council of the Trust for
Public Land, Ben actively encourages property
owners across our nation to conserve and pro-
tect land that has natural, recreational, scenic,
historic, or productive value.

In his hometown of Macon, Ben Porter’s vi-
sion and leadership has anchored a number of
organizations including the Chamber of Com-
merce, where he served a term as President,
the Macon Heritage Foundation and Mercer
University’s School of Medicine, where he cur-
rently serves on the Board of Governors. But,
his most lasting and—I believe he would
say—his proudest accomplishment in Macon
is the leadership he provided along with a
handful of others in the creation of the
Ocmulgee Heritage Trail. More than 15 years
ago, Ben and a small group of civic and public
leaders in Macon began to envision a walking
trail that would connect some of Macon’s his-
torical and cultural gems—the Ocmulgee Na-
tional Monument, Rose Hill Cemetery and the
historic water treatment facility—to its great
natural asset and the lifeblood of our commu-
nity, the Ocmulgee River. What made this idea
special was the reason behind it: most of the
land abutting the Ocmulgee River in Macon
was owned by private citizens and therefore
not accessible to the public. There were few
places where the everyday person in Macon
could touch the river, could sit beside it in
quiet contemplation or enjoy the beauty of its
banks. The gift of river access to the
Ocmulgee River is the enduring legacy that
Ben has helped to give to the citizens of
Macon. Today, the Ocmulgee Heritage Trail
extends 10 miles, but Ben Porter and the
other leaders of the Ocmulgee Heritage Trail
executive board dream big, and eventually the
Trail will connect landmarks and towns
throughout Middle Georgia.

I'd like to close my comments today on a
personal note. | have known Ben for many
years in both a professional and personal ca-
pacity. Ben is a man of faith, a generous
giver, a caring mentor and an exceptional vi-
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sionary whose perseverance and quiet yet in-
fluential leadership style has been an example
to us all. He is savvy, strong and involved.
And he is someone | am proud to call a friend.

Please join me in celebrating the life and
legacy of Ben G. Porter, a great and influential
citizen of Macon, Georgia.

———

INTRODUCTION OF H.R. 3692, THE
NATIONAL FOREST ROADLESS
AREA CONSERVATION ACT

HON. JAY INSLEE

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. INSLEE. Madam Speaker, today, with
bipartisan support from 151 of my colleagues,
| introduced the National Forest Roadless
Area Conservation Act of 2009, which will pro-
tect 58.5 million acres of pristine wild forests
by prohibiting new road construction and re-
construction and providing critical ecological
protections. Roadless areas provide clean
drinking water to over 60 million Americans,
recreational opportunities, and undeveloped
habitat for more than 600 threatened, endan-
gered or sensitive plant and animal species. In
Washington, 2,015,000 acres of roadless
areas, almost 22 percent of our wildlands, are
at stake. Washington State crown jewels, like
Eagle Rock and Dark Divide, should be pre-
served for future generations. This legislation
will  codify the Clinton Administration’s
Roadless Area Conservation rule to protect
these lands and move us closer to perma-
nently protecting our nation’s unique and in-
valuable wildlands.

In 2001, President Clinton issued the
Roadless Area Conservation Rule, protecting
58.5 million acres of National Forest land (30
percent of all National Forest land) from new
road construction. The Clinton Roadless Rule
was the result of a two-year rulemaking proc-
ess that included the most extensive public in-
volvement process in federal rulemaking his-
tory. The U.S. Forest Service held more than
600 meetings, with more than 1.6 million
Americans submitting comments to the plan,
where my constituents and many other Ameri-
cans voiced their overwhelming support for the
rule.

While the Clinton Roadless Rule enjoyed
enormous public support, the Bush Adminis-
tration fought a multi-year battle to overturn it.
In 2005, the Bush Administration issued a new
roadless rule that removed protections and
opened roadless areas up for further develop-
ment. In addition, numerous lawsuits have
tracked the roadless rule’s course, both in
favor and opposed. Recently, the 9th District
court has decided in favor of the 2001
Roadless Rule. This legislation will perma-
nently protect our nation’s roadless areas and
remove all ambiguity concerning their con-
servation and protection.

As a native Washingtonian and a lifelong
outdoorsman, | grew up exploring and enjoy-
ing our National Forests. It is my hope that my
grandchildren will be able to explore and enjoy
the same untouched and protected forests that
| have grown to love. By carefully and thought-
fully conserving our National Forest lands,
they will be here for future generations to
come.

| have led the fight for our roadless areas in
Congress since 2002 and will continue to seek
ways to protect our National Forests.
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IN HONOR OF THOMAS J. MANNING

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Thomas J. Manning and his dedi-
cated years of service to the State of New Jer-
sey and its workers. Mr. Manning recently re-
tired after a long career as an advocate for
New Jersey’s workers. Through his tenacity
and hard work he became a positive force in
the lives of so many.

In 1969, Mr. Manning graduated from Mater
Dei High School, located in New Monmouth,
New Jersey. He soon became involved in the
steamfitting trade, serving a five year appren-
ticeship before achieving the position of Me-
chanical Superintendent. Mr. Manning is a
member of Local Union No. 475 and has
served his union in a number of distinguished
capacities. In 1994, he was elected to the po-
sition of Business Agent and in 2000 he was
selected to serve as the union’s Business
Manager. He was also a trustee and Co-
Chairman of the Steamfitters Local 475 Em-
ployee Benefit Trust Fund.

Mr. Manning has also served in several
state-wide union positions, during which time
he represented and fought for thousands of
his fellow workers. He served as President of
the New Jersey State Association of Pipe
Trades. In this capacity, he worked to rep-
resent 11,000 plumbers, pipefitters,
sprinklerfitters, and HVAC service providers.
Mr. Manning has also served as Vice Presi-
dent of the New Jersey State Building and
Construction Trades, President of the Mechan-
ical Allied Crafts, and as an Executive Board
Member of the New Jersey AFL-CIO.

Mr. Manning is a founding member of my
labor advisory committee and has become a
trusted advisor to me on not only labor issues
but on the environment, the economy and
workers’ health care.

Importantly, Mr. Manning sought to continue
his education in the fields of labor and political
studies. He completed courses in both Labor
Law and Labor History at Cornell University’s
School of Industrial and Labor Relations. He
also attended Rutgers University’s Labor Edu-
cation Center where he studied political
science.

Mr. Manning has been a member of numer-
ous government and local advisory groups. In
2005, he was appointed by Governor Dick
Codey to serve as a member of the School
Construction Corporation Board of Directors.
He also served as a member of New Jersey
Governor Jon Corzine’s Economic Develop-
ment Transition Team and was later appointed
to a position with the New Jersey Economic
Development Authority.

Madam Speaker, Local 475, the labor
movement and the people of New Jersey are
losing a true champion with the retirement of
Tom Manning. | sincerely hope that my col-
leagues will join me in celebrating his impres-
sive career. His long record of advocacy on
behalf of New Jersey’s workers is truly re-
markable.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. NEIL ABERCROMBIE

OF HAWAIIL
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Madam Speaker, | re-
gret that | missed rollcall vote Nos. 740-745.
Had | been present, | would have voted “aye”
on rollcall votes 740-741 and 743-745. |
would have voted “nay” on rollcall vote 742.

——————

CARLSBAD MENTAL HEALTH
CLINIC

HON. HARRY TEAGUE

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. TEAGUE. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the Carlsbad Mental Health Center
for their innovative use of health information
technology, which was recognized in two na-
tionally syndicated publications highlighting the
findings of a report prepared by Dr. Edward
Kako for the federal Centers of Medicare and
Medicaid Services (CMS).

As recently as 2007, the Carlsbad Mental
Health Center was witnessing rising costs,
budgetary shortages and high wait times for
patient appointments and in-takes. The facility
responded to these challenges by adopting an
innovative new program to harness health in-
formation technology to improve efficiency and
cut costs. Within a year the facility’s new prac-
tices brought a number of successful develop-
ments.

First, the new practices improved the quality
of care for patients, while cutting wait times for
patient appointments. The new system pro-
vided the staff access to more detailed infor-
mation, allowing them to better diagnose and
treat patients. In addition, further research into
the facilities high no-show and cancellation
rates produced new policy changes, which re-
duced the wait time for an appointment from
up to 6 weeks to an average of 11 days.

Second, these new practices resulted in
dramatic cost reductions. The innovative use
of health information technology by the Carls-
bad Mental Health Center illustrates how
adopting cutting edge technologies and prac-
tices can cut health care costs and provide
better service to patients. Adopting the best
practices for mental health care will not only
help the general public, but will also help our
veterans who are experiencing high rates of
mental health disorders and substance addic-
tions. This is of particular importance to me as
| believe providing veterans with the best pos-
sible care available is among our highest obli-
gations.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in recognizing and in honoring the Carls-
bad Mental Health Center’'s impressive accom-
plishments and innovations in the field of men-
tal health treatment.
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ENHANCED PARTNERSHIP WITH
PAKISTAN ACT OF 2009

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in support of S. 1707, an act to
authorize appropriations for fiscal years 2010
through 2014 to promote an enhanced stra-
tegic partnership with Pakistan and its people.
S. 1707 establishes a new, more positive
framework for U.S.-Pakistan relations. This bill
is a bipartisan, bicameral compromise and is
crucial to the success of a wide range of U.S.
national security and foreign policy interests,
while ensuring accountability and account-
ability for the assistance we give. | was an
original cosponsor of H.R. 1886, an earlier
version of this legislation. H.R. 1886, was
passed by this body with bipartisan support on
June 12th, and | remain unwavering in my
support for this assistance package to Paki-
stan.

Like its predecessor, S. 1707 establishes a
set of principles that should govern the U.S.-
Pakistan relationship, including the actions
that the two countries should take to maintain
a robust, relevant and lasting relationship. The
bill is comprised of three titles.

The first title provides Democratic, Eco-
nomic and Development Assistance for Paki-
stan; the second Title provides Security As-
sistance for Pakistan; and the third Title re-
quires the President to develop a regional se-
curity strategy; provides for enhanced moni-
toring, evaluation, and auditing of U.S. assist-
ance; requires a Presidential report on Paki-
stan, including an evaluation on Pakistan’s
progress in counterterrorism and an assess-
ment of whether assistance provided to Paki-
stan is in any way facilitating the expansion of
Pakistan’s nuclear weapons program; and re-
quires that all assistance to Pakistan be pro-
vided through a civilian government in Paki-
stan established by free and fair elections.

Pakistan is a critical ally of the United
States. For too long, however, our relationship
with Pakistan has been one of fits and starts,
depending on events in the region and who
happens to be in power in Pakistan. It is time
for us the United States to forge a truly stra-
tegic partnership with Pakistan, one that goes
beyond our mutual interest today in counter-
insurgency and counterterrorism and speaks
to the everyday needs of the average Paki-
stani.

S. 1707 accomplishes these objectives. The
legislation would significantly expand eco-
nomic, social and democracy assistance to
help lay the foundation for a stronger, more
stable Pakistan. As requested by President
Obama, this legislation triples the authorization
for U.S. economic, social, and democratic de-
velopment assistance to Pakistan to $1.5 bil-
lion a year. This assistance promotes demo-
cratic institutions in the short term. In the short
term, it provides immediate funding for demo-
cratic institutions such as Pakistan’s par-
liament and judicial institutions. For the long
term, this legislation enables Pakistan’s next
generation by funding educational and voca-
tional opportunities for women and girls and
religious minorities.

As much as we must focus on the internal
conflicts in Pakistan, we must not forget the
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external issues affecting the region as a whole
and the need for stabilization.

Over the years, U.S. assistance to Pakistan
has fluctuated with political events, sending
mixed messages and leading most Pakistanis
to question both our intentions and our staying
power. Today, many Pakistanis believe the
United States will cut and run when it serves
our purpose, a belief which undermines our
longterm efforts to defeat extremists, foster
democratic change, and support transparent
and accountable institutions that promote se-
curity and stability in Pakistan.

However, the status quo is not working:
many in the United States believe we are pay-
ing too much and getting too litle—and most
Pakistanis believe exactly the opposite. With-
out changing this baseline, there is little likeli-
hood of drying up popular tolerance for anti-
U.S. terrorist groups or persuading Pakistani
leaders to devote the political capital nec-
essary to deny such groups sanctuary and
covert material support.

The bill helps bridge a sustainable U.S.-
Pakistan partnership through an increased
focus on public diplomacy and engagement.
S. 1707 authorizes a new exchange program
for Pakistani civil servants and military officers
in order to foster greater respect for and un-
derstanding of the principle of civilian rule in
Pakistan’s military. By building bridges to Paki-
stan and its people, the legislation is intended
to provide a new, more positive framework for
U.S.-Pakistan relations. Finally, the bill author-
izes an extensive increase in military assist-
ance to help Pakistan wage an effective coun-
terinsurgency campaign against those forces
that threaten Pakistan’s national security.

This legislation establishes a new, more
positive framework for U.S.-Pakistan relations.
The legislation establishes a set of principles
that should govern the U.S.-Pakistan relation-
ship, including the actions that the two coun-
tries should take to maintain a robust, relevant
and lasting relationship.

Although, | believe that this bill is crucial
and will be effective, it is only one piece of a
greater strategy. This bill did not, as | have
proposed, create a militant rehabilitation pro-
gram to specifically prevent youth from turning
to militancy from the onset. Financial support
and job opportunities would be provided to
graduates of the rehabilitation programs as in-
centives for steering insurgents away from
militancy. This amendment would have greatly
fostered counterterrorism efforts, and | hope
that some of the many outstanding groups
working in Pakistan will take the initiative in
implementing this proposal.

| have been to Pakistan many times. My be-
lief in this country and its relationship with the
United States drove me to co-chair the Paki-
stan Caucus.

Benazir Bhutto, shortly before her death
said that “The next few months are critical to
Pakistan’s future direction as a democratic
state committed to promoting peace, fighting
terrorism and working for social justice. De-
mocracy is necessary to peace and to under-
mining the forces of terrorism.” | had the
pleasure of knowing the late Benazir Bhutto
and losing her was truly a tragedy felt beyond
Pakistan. She made this statement over two
years ago, yet is relevant today more than
ever.

On May 19, 2009, Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton announced $110 million in emergency
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assistance for the South Asia nation of Paki-
stan, including aid for civilians fleeing a mili-
tary offensive against Taliban militants in the
northwest. The United Nations refugee agency
issued a report stating that more than 1.4 mil-
lion people in the North West Frontier Prov-
ince (NWFP) have been registered as dis-
placed since May 2, describing the flood as
the largest and swiftest to take place any-
where in the world in recent years.

The newly-registered internally displaced
persons (IDP) took the total number of those
who have fled their homes in the SWAT valley
and surrounding areas to two million.

| am hopeful that the $110 million in emer-
gency assistance will get to the people on the
ground and will be of assistance to them. It is
important that the people of Pakistan see that
the aid is coming from America to give a face
to this aid. It is essential to global security and
the security of the United States.

The surge of IDPs followed the launch of a
military offensive in late April. President Asif
Ali Zardari acted after U.S. officials stepped up
warnings that Islamabad’s willingness to tol-
erate and negotiate peace deals with the mili-
tants was endangering both Pakistan and the
wider region. The Taliban fighting spread to
NWEFP districts and SWAT.

President Obama’s new approach to Paki-
stan is different than anything that has been
tried before. America has expressed that it will
support the democratically-elected government
and it will have a clear and transparent rela-
tionship. This bill has the support of the Presi-
dent, Secretary Clinton, Secretary Gates, Ad-
miral Mullen, and Senators KERRY and LUGAR.

In conclusion, | urge you to support S. 1707,
which seeks to and effectively establishes a
new, more positive and enduring framework
for U.S.-Pakistan relations. This legislation is
timely. It is bipartisan. It is accountable. It is
effective.

———

SIXTH ANNUAL NATIONAL CYBER
SECURITY AWARENESS MONTH

HON. YVETTE D. CLARKE

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Ms. CLARKE. Madam Speaker, | rise in
support of the sixth annual National Cyberse-
curity Awareness Month, which kicks off today.

The goal of National Cyber Security Aware-
ness Month is to show everyday Internet users
that by taking simple steps, they can safe-
guard themselves from the latest online
threats and respond to potential cyber crime
incidents.

| commend the National Cyber Security Divi-
sion (NCSD) of the Department of Homeland
Security (DHS), the National Cyber Security
Alliance (NCSA), the Multi-State Information
Sharing and Analysis Center (MS-ISAC) and
their partners for sponsoring National Cyber
Security Awareness Month again this year.

This year, the theme of National Cyber Se-
curity Awareness Month is “Our Shared Re-
sponsibility.” Ultimately, our cyber infrastruc-
ture is only as strong as the weakest link. In
this digital age, we are all connected. No indi-
vidual, business, or government entity is solely
responsible for cyber security. Everyone must
make sure to employ safe and secure com-
puting practices. We all need to understand
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how our individual online computing practices
have a collective impact on our nation’s cyber
security.

Cyber security vulnerabilities can signifi-
cantly impact our national and economic secu-
rity. Cyber warfare and cyber crime are in-
creasing in sophistication and frequency every
day. The Department of Homeland Security
logged 5,499 such cyber attack incidents in
2008—a 40 percent increase over the pre-
vious year. A 2007 Government Accountability
Office report estimates the total U.S. business
losses due to cyberattacks exceed $117.5 bil-
lion per year. A 2009 Consumer Reports study
found that over the past 2 years, one in five
online consumers has been a victim of cyber
crime. Attacks on our Federal Government
networks this summer served as a recent re-
minder that we must remain vigilant in com-
bating cyber incidents.

Through the help of the Obama administra-
tion, cyber security is finally gaining the much
needed attention it deserves both in the Fed-
eral Government and the private sector. The
White House’s Cyberspace Policy Review,
published this May, recommends that the gov-
ernment initiate a national public awareness
and education campaign to promote cyber se-
curity. The President will soon name a Na-
tional Cyber Security Coordinator, the first
such White House post.

As chairwoman of the Homeland Security
Subcommittee on Emerging Threats, Cyberse-
curity and Science and Technology, | am
doing my part to oversee government’s role in
securing cyberspace. Earlier this year | held a
series of hearings on our Nation’s cyber secu-
rity posture and the various vulnerabilities in
our critical information infrastructure. This
month | will host a series of events geared to
educate Hill staff on this important national
and economic security issue.

————

NATIONAL HISPANIC HERITAGE
MONTH

HON. PHIL HARE

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. HARE. Madam Speaker, | proudly rise
today in observance of Hispanic Heritage
Month to honor the culture, traditions and con-
tributions of the Hispanic community both in
my home state of lllinois and in the country as
a whole.

What began as Hispanic Heritage Week in
1968 under President Johnson was expanded
in 1988 when lllinois Senator Paul Simon in-
troduced legislation to lengthen the celebration
to National Hispanic Heritage Month. Begin-
ning each year on September 15, Hispanic
Heritage Month falls during the independence
anniversaries of several Latin American coun-
tries, and celebrates those Americans whose
ancestors came from Spain, Mexico, the Car-
ibbean, and Central and South America.

Today, Hispanic Americans are the largest
minority group within the United States. And
throughout our history, the Hispanic commu-
nity has made invaluable contributions to our
history and national character in the areas of
government and politics, science, business,
and the arts.

Of the 500 largest Hispanic-owned busi-
nesses, twenty are located in lllinois, including
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Group O, Inc. located in my district in the Vil-
lage of Milan. | would also like to commend
the President for appointing and the Senate
for confirming the newest addition to the U.S.
Supreme Court, Associate Justice Sonia
Sotomayor, whose life story exemplifies the
American Dream: that with courage, deter-
mination and hard work, anyone can prosper
and achieve success.

Furthermore, Hispanic Americans have
made significant contributions to the defense
of this nation through service in all branches
of the Armed Forces. Hispanics have coura-
geously defended the United States in wars
from the American Revolution through the cur-
rent conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan. To date,
forty-three Hispanic Americans have received
the Congressional Medal of Honor, the na-
tion’s highest award for valor in action against
an enemy force.

In Silvis, lllinois there is a block-and-a-half-
long street with twenty-five homes that was
originally settled by Mexican immigrants in the
earlier part of the twentieth century. This
street, appropriately renamed Hero Street
USA, has, sent more than 110 men and
women to serve in the U.S. armed forces,
more than any other American street of com-
parable size anywhere in our country. Their
unselfish defense of this nation and its values
is representative of the strength, hard work
and love of family and country demonstrated
by the Hispanic community in the United
States.

Additionally, | am proud to have Joe
Terronez among my constituency, who in
1967 was elected to the city council in Silvis
and later became lllinois’s first Hispanic
mayor.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to
continue this national celebration which was
first started by the 100th Congress and join
me in honoring the histories, cultures and con-
tributions of Hispanic Americans during His-
panic Heritage Month.

——————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION

OF CONFERENCE REPORT ON
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2010

SPEECH OF

HON. HARRY TEAGUE

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 25, 2009

Mr. TEAGUE. Madam Speaker, | am very
disappointed that the leadership of this House
has put us in the unfortunate position of voting
on legislation that combines the Legislative
Branch Appropriations bill and the Continuing
Resolution.

First, | am against this Legislative Branch
Appropriations bill. | am against Congress in-
creasing its own budget while small busi-
nesses around the country tighten their belts.
Companies in my district are cutting hours and
cutting costs. Workers are losing their jobs.
But Congress is paying its staff $74 million
more than last year. We have our priorities
backward. | voted against the Legislative
Branch Appropriations bill when it came up in
the House, and | have no interest in sup-
porting the conference report.

Second, | oppose this corruption of the leg-
islative process. My colleagues and | should
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have the opportunity to say “no” to more
money for our own offices without opposing
needed increases for our veterans. This isn't
the way to do business.

Third, | regret that the first appropriations
priority of this Congress is the legislative
branch. While spending bills to support vet-
erans, border security, and our men and
women in uniform languish, we are sending a
bill to increase our allowances to the Presi-
dent. Our veterans should be first in line, not
us.

Because of this failure, the U.S. Department
of Veterans Affairs will, for the tenth time in 11
years, get its budget late. Late funding threat-
ens the quality of care at the VA and hinders
the VA’s ability to recruit well-trained medical
professionals, maintain facilities, and acquire
new equipment.

During testimony before the Senate Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee on July 27, 2007,
former VA medical center directors stated that
most VA budget cycles began via a continuing
resolution. As a result, decisions were made
on the basis of cost rather than on the basis
of the highest quality. The expression, “a day
late, a dollar short,” comes to mind.

By passing advanced appropriations for vet-
erans in this year’'s budget, we will make sure
the VA isn’t playing a waiting game with its
budget next year. But that doesn’t mean we
can fall down on the job of supporting our na-
tion’s veterans this year. We should be pass-
ing legislation to support our veterans, not
this.

——
EXPRESSING CONDOLENCES TO
THE PEOPLE OF AMERICAN

SAMOA, SAMOA AND INDONESIA
IN THE AFTERMATH OF THE

EARTHQUAKES AND TSUNAMI
DEVASTATION
HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to express my deep condolences
to the people of American Samoa and Samoa
on Tuesday suffered a devastating tsunami
triggered by a powerful earthquake of 8.0 on
the Richter scale. The destructive path of the
tsunami has flattened villages and caused the
deaths of over a hundred people. | am truly
saddened by this devastating turn of events.
My thoughts and prayers are with the victims’
families during this most difficult time.

While hundreds of people are being treated
for injuries and as rescue efforts continue, |
am glad to see that relief supplies are getting
to the Pacific islands right away.

Madam Speaker, | also would like to extend
my condolences to the people of western In-
donesia who regrettably suffered a powerful
earthquake on Wednesday, where at least
1,100 people have been killed. The aftermath
of this earthquake has caused landslides and
trapped thousands under buildings, including
two hospitals. | send my deepest sympathies
to the families who have lost loved ones from
this devastating earthquake.

The valiant efforts of local authorities and
the Red Cross to rescue victims must not go
unnoticed. These brave individuals are on the
frontline and face many grave dangers to help
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those in need. | would also like to commend
my colleague and friend, Congressman ENI
FALEOMAVAEGA for his quick response to this
terrible tragedy. His leadership during this dif-
ficult time will undoubtedly help the people of
American Samoa and Samoa rebuild the Pa-
cific islands and restore it back to its beautiful
heritage.

Madam Speaker, the coming weeks and
months will be a very trying time for all those
affected by these natural disasters. | wish the
people of American Samoa and Samoa as
well as Indonesia a safe recovery.

———

RECOGNITION OF CITY YEAR NEW
YORK ON OPENING DAY

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise in
honor of City Year and especially City Year
New York to celebrate the Opening Day of the
'09-"10 City Year class. Tomorrow is Opening
Day for all 19 City Year sites, deploying 1,500
corps members in service to our country’s
high-need schools, including those in my dis-
trict.

The '09-'10 City Year New York class has
more than 230 young leaders representing 38
out of the 50 states, bringing a diverse group
of service-oriented individuals to help New
York’s children succeed. Being from the great
state of New York, | am proud that City Year
New York runs the largest City Year program
in the country.

| admire City Year for its continued service
and dedication to our New York communities.
Its goals to help students and schools suc-
ceed, build stronger communities, break down
social barriers, develop young leaders, and
foster active citizenship are what lead to make
our nation’s youth better equipped for tomor-
row’s challenges. City Year New York does
these things and more at several schools in
my community of Harlem, including Vito
Marcantonio, James Weldon Johnson, Luis
Munoz Rivera, and Jose Celso Barbosa ele-
mentary schools, and Jackie Robinson and
John S. Roberts middle schools.

Education is the most critical factor for de-
termining the future well-being of our children.
President Obama, City Year, and our partners
recognize that we cannot afford to fail in this
area because our economy and, more impor-
tantly, a united democracy depend on it. City
Year recognizes this success requires a whole
community effort and serves our students with
a team comprised of government officials,
school staffs, corporate partners, and youth
leaders.

Harlem was able to provide space for corps
training at The Minisink Town House of the
New York Mission Society. | am pleased that
community partnerships like these, and the
support of corporate partnerships, will ensure
that City Year New York is able to continue its
efforts and succeed in Harlem.

Let's continue to applaud and support City
Year, especially City Year New York, and all
service organizations as they continue building
better communities. | call upon my fellow
Members of Congress to join me in cele-
brating the Opening Day for these 1,500 corps
members as they embark on their missions of
service.
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NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS
WHO SERVE OUR NATION IN THE
U.S. ARMY

HON. SPENCER BACHUS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. BACHUS. Madam Speaker, it is with
great pride and admiration that | rise today to
honor the Non-Commissioned Officers from
the great state of Alabama who serve our Na-
tion in the United States Army.

NCOs from the my state have served in de-
fense of our freedoms, in support of our de-
mocracy, and in service to the citizens of the
state of Alabama during times of natural disas-
ters and to our Nation in times of national
emergencies at home and abroad.

Since 9/11, Army Reservists from Alabama
have deployed over 6,000 times and members
of the Alabama Army National Guard have
made over 15,000 deployments to the Global
War on Terror, many for the second, third, and
fourth time.

The U.S. Army has designated 2009 as the
“Year of the NCO” to pay tribute to the leader-
ship qualities and contributions of the Non-
Commissioned Officers charged with exe-
cuting the military organization’s mission and
training for personnel and equipment mainte-
nance that make their units function. Those
values are embodied in the NCO Creed, which
reads:

No one is more professional than I. I am a
Non-Commissioned Officer, a leader of sol-
diers. As a Non-Commissioned Officer, I real-
ize that I am a member of a time honored
corps, which is known as ‘The Backbone of
the Army’. I am proud of the Corps of Non-
Commissioned Officers and will at all times
conduct myself so as to bring credit upon the
Corps, the Military Service and my country
regardless of the situation in which I find
myself. I will not use my grade or position to
attain pleasure, profit, or personal safety;

Competence is my watchword. My two
basic responsibilities will always be upper-
most in my mind—accomplishment of my
mission and the welfare of my soldiers. I will
strive to remain technically and tactically
proficient. I am aware of my role as a Non-
Commissioned Officer. I will fulfill my re-
sponsibilities inherent in that role. All sol-
diers are entitled to outstanding leadership;
I will provide that leadership. I know my sol-
diers and I will always place their needs
above my own. I will communicate consist-
ently with my soldiers and never leave them
uninformed. I will be fair and impartial when
recommending both rewards and punish-
ment;

Officers of my unit will have maximum
time to accomplish their duties; they will
not have to accomplish mine. I will earn
their respect and confidence as well as that
of my soldiers. I will be loyal to those with
whom 1 serve; seniors, peers, and subordi-
nates alike. I will exercise initiative by tak-
ing appropriate action in the absence of or-
ders. I will not compromise my integrity,
nor my moral courage. I will not forget, nor
will I allow my comrades to forget that we
are professionals, Non-Commissioned Offi-
cers, leaders!

It is an honor to draw attention to these
brave soldiers, and | commend Alabama’s
Army Non-Commissioned Officers for their
service to our State and the Nation.
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RESOLUTION HONORING THE LIFE
OF MICHAEL SHIMANSKY

HON. JERRY McNERNEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. MCNERNEY. Madam Speaker, today |
ask my colleagues to join me in honoring the
life of Michael Shimansky, who passed away
peacefully at age 65 on September 15, 2009.

Mike Shimansky was the longest serving
member of the Danville Town Council since
the town’s incorporation in 1982. He was
elected in 1989 and served for 20 years with
a deep rooted sense of public service and
strong belief in giving back to the community
in which he lived. | knew Mike on a personal
basis, and he was a warm and genuine man.
His passion for public service extended be-
yond his role as a Danville Town Council
member. He was well known for officiating
local soccer games, lacrosse games and track
meets. | remember Mike as a fixture at events
to raise money for positive causes, such as
presiding over Primo’s Run for Education, and
the Hats Off America Run, which raises
money for the benefit of surviving families of
our fallen soldiers.

Mr. Shimansky also represented the town of
Danville through appointments to numerous
other boards, committees and commissions.
He was currently serving on the Central
Contra Costa Solid Waste Authority, Contra
Costa Transit Authority, and San Ramon Val-
ley Disaster Council; and as the Contra Costa
Mayors’ Conference appointee on the S.F.
Bay Area Air Quality Management District
Board and the East Bay Regional Park District
Advisory Committee and the Elections Citizen
Advisory Committee. Prior to his election to
the town council, Mr. Shimansky served as a
member of the town’s inaugural Parks and
Leisure Services Commission.

Mike was also a friend to our veterans in
the San Ramon Valley. As a member of the
Danville Park and Leisure Services Commis-
sion, he was instrumental in the establishment
of the All Wars Memorial at Oak Hill Park. A
local veterans organization, the Vietham Vet-
erans of Diablo Valley described him as, “a
truly outstanding and dedicated—beloved man
of the community—in which he served and
lived.”

Michael Shimansky’s passion for public
service did not stop at home. In addition to
being deeply involved in the local community,
he volunteered to help his fellow citizens dur-
ing times of national crisis, by going to New
Orleans to join the American Red Cross’ ef-
forts in both the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina
in 2005, and during the wildfires that dev-
astated many homes and communities in San
Diego County in 2007.

Mike was a valued and respected leader
who touched the lives of many and improved
the quality of life in Danville for decades to
come. He always worked for the common
good and led by example. In the words of one
of his fellow council members, “People loved
him for his work ethic. Every decision he
made, he had the people of Danville in mind.”

Michael Shimanksy’s efforts as a volunteer
and unwavering dedication to public service
leave a legacy that will continue to benefit the
people of Danville, the State of California and
our great Nation for generations to come. It is
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for these reasons that | ask my colleagues to
join me in honoring the memory of Michael
Shimansky in sending our thoughts and pray-
ers to his beloved family and friends.

HONORING THE LONG VALLEY
WOMAN’S CLUB

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor the Long Valley Woman’s
Club in Morris County, New Jersey, which is
celebrating its 95th Anniversary this year.

Originally named the “Home Bureau,” The
Long Valley Woman’s Club was founded in
1914 by a group of twelve dedicated commu-
nity leaders at the home of Mrs. Frank Castle,
who served as their first president. The
women met regularly for monthly “Meet and
Eat” sessions, at which they would dine, while
sharing recipes with each other.

The Long Valley Woman’s Club eventually
transformed into a service-based organization,
providing valuable support for the community.
Most notably, the Long Valley Woman’s Club
was responsible for providing the Washington
Township Fire Company with its first alarm
system, donating essential life-saving equip-
ment to the local first aid squad, and contrib-
uting funds for the building of a hospital. The
club also led the charge for establishing
Washington Township’s first free public library.
The Long Valley Woman’s Club has a long-
standing tradition of providing clothing, food,
and monetary donations to those in need, as
well as scholarships and awards to hard-work-
ing young people in the community.

In 1930, the Long Valley Woman’s Club was
recognized for its outstanding volunteer serv-
ices when it became a member of the New
Jersey State Federation of Women’s Clubs
and the General Federation of Women’s
Clubs.

Madam Speaker, | ask you and my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating the mem-
bers of the Long Valley Woman'’s Club as they
celebrate 95 dedicated years of serving our
community.

EARMARK DECLARATION

HON. JO ANN EMERSON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mrs. EMERSON. Madam Speaker, pursuant
to the House Republican standards on ear-
marks, | am submitting the following informa-
tion in regards to H.R. 3183, the Fiscal Year
2010 Energy and Water Appropriations Bill.

Project Name: Wappapello Lake, MO

Bill Number: H.R. 3183

Account: MRT—Operations and Mainte-
nance

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: City of
Poplar Bluff, Missouri

Address of Requesting Entity: 101 Oak St.
Poplar Bluff, Missouri 63901

Description of Request: Provide an earmark
of $5,232,000 for Wappapello Lake, MO
MR&T Operations and Maintenance. This
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funding is for routine operation and mainte-
nance, as well as work on U.S. Highway 67.
This request is consistent with the intended
and authorized purpose of the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, MR&T Operations and
Maintenance Account.

Project Name: Bois Brule Drainage and
Levee District, MO

Bill Number: H.R. 3183

Account: Construction

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Bois
Brule Levee and Drainage District of Perry
County, MO

Address of Requesting Entity: P.O. Box 347,
Perryville, MO 63775

Description of Request: Provide an earmark
of $1,938,000 to continue work on a flood
damage reduction and deficiency correction
project conducted by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers. Approximately, $400,000 to award
a contract for the Missouri Chute pump sta-
tion; $420,000 to complete exploration and de-
sign of relief wells; and $1,118,000 to con-
struct additional relief wells. This request is
consistent with the intended and authorized
purpose of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
Construction General Account.

Project Name: Cape Girardeau (Floodwall),
MO

Bill Number: H.R. 3183

Account: Construction

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: City of
Cape Girardeau

Address of Requesting Entity: 401 Inde-
pendence Street, Cape Girardeau, MO 63703

Description of Request: Provide an earmark
of $183,000 to continue work on a flood dam-
age reduction project conducted by the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers. The $183,000 will
be used to complete the rehabilitation of the
floodwall. This request is consistent with the
intended and authorized purpose of the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, Construction Gen-
eral Account.

Project Name: Clearwater Lake, MO (Seep-
age Control)

Bill Number: H.R. 3183

Account: Construction

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: City of
Piedmont

Address of Requesting Entity: 115 West
Green Street, Piedmont, MO 63957

Description of Request: Provide an earmark
of $37,791,000 for Clearwater Major Rehabili-
tation Project to continue work on a flood con-
trol project conducted by the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers. The $37,791,000 will be used to
complete Phase I(b) construction and continue
Phase Il to construct a cutoff wall. This re-
quest is consistent with the intended and au-
thorized purpose of the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, Construction General Account.

Project Name: Mississippi River Levees,
AR, IL, KY, LA, MS, MO & TN

Bill Number: H.R. 3183

Account: MRT—Construction

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Bootheel
Regional Planning and Economic Develop-
ment Commission

Address of Requesting Entity: 105 E. North
Main Street, Dexter, MO 63841

Description of Request: Provide an earmark
of $44,702,000 for Mississippi River Levees
(MR&T) to continue work on flood protection
projects conducted by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers. This request is consistent with the
intended and authorized purpose of the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, Mississippi River
and Tributaries, Construction Account.
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Project Name: St. John’s Bayou and New
Madrid Floodway, Missouri

Bill Number: H.R. 3183

Account: MRT—Construction

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: St. John’s
Levee and Drainage District of Missouri Ad-
dress of Requesting Entity: P.O. Box 40, New
Madrid, MO 63869

Description of Request: Provide an earmark
of $200,000 for the St. John’s Bayou and New
Madrid Floodway. This funding will be used to
conduct NEPA activities. This request is con-
sistent with the intended and authorized pur-
pose of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
MR&T Construction Account.

Project Name: Clearwater Lake, Missouri

Bill Number: H.R. 3183

Account: Operations and Maintenance

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: City of
Piedmont, Missouri

Address of Requesting Entity: 115 West
Green Street, Piedmont, MO 63957

Description of Request: Provide an earmark
of $2,827,000 for Operation and Maintenance
of Clearwater Lake. This request is consistent
with the intended and authorized purpose of
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Operations
and Maintenance Account.

Project Name: St. Francis Basin, AR & MO

Bill Number: H.R. 3183

Account: MRT—Operations and Mainte-
nance

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: The Little
River Drainage District

Address of Requesting Entity: 1440 Kurre
Lane, Cape Girardeau, MO 63701

Description of Request: Provide an earmark
of $9,509,000 for St. Francis River and Tribu-
taries, AR & MO Maintenance. This funding
will be used for land and damages, cultural re-
sources, engineering, design, construction
management and operate and maintain two
pumping stations. This request is consistent
with the intended and authorized purpose of
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, MR&T
Maintenance Account.

Project Name: Caruthersville Harbor, Mis-
souri

Bill Number: H.R. 3183

Account: Operations and Maintenance

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Pemiscot
County Port Authority

Address of Requesting Entity: 619 Ward Av-
enue, Caruthersville, MO 63830

Description of Request: Provide an earmark
of $482,000 for Caruthersville Harbor for an-
nual maintenance of the navigation channel
conducted by the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers. Approximately $482,000 is for dredging
the harbor to authorized levels. This request is
consistent with the intended and authorized
purpose of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
Operations and Maintenance Account.

Project Name: New Madrid Harbor, Missouri
Bill Number: H.R. 3183

Account: Operations and Maintenance

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: New Ma-
drid County Port Authority Address of Re-
questing Entity: 435 Main Street, New Madrid,
MO 63869

Description of Request: Provide an earmark
of $400,000 for the New Madrid County Har-
bor for annual maintenance of the navigation
channel conducted by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers. Approximately $400,000 is for
dredging the harbor. This request is consistent
with the intended and authorized purpose of
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Operations
and Maintenance Account.
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Project Name: New Madrid Harbor (Mile
889), Missouri

Bill Number: H.R. 3183
Account: Operations and Maintenance

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: City of
New Madrid, Missouri

Address of Requesting Entity: P.O. Box 96,
New Madrid, MO 63869

Description of Request: Provide an earmark
of $240,000 for the New Madrid Harbor Mile
889 for annual maintenance of the navigation
channel conducted by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers. Approximately $240,000 will be
used to dredge the harbor. This request is
consistent with the intended and authorized
purpose of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
Operations and Maintenance Account.

Project Name: Little River Diversion,
Dutchtown, Missouri

Bill Number: H.R. 3183
Account: Section 205

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Little
River Drainage District

Address of Requesting Entity: P.O. Box 159
Cape Girardeau, MO 63702

Description of Request: The Little River Di-
version project will be funded at the discretion
of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, through
Section 205 funds. This request is consistent
with the intended and authorized purpose of
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Section
205 account.

Project Name: Mississippi
AR, IL, KY, LA, MS, MO & TN
Bill Number: H.R. 3183

Account: MRT—Operations and Mainte-
nance

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Bootheel
Regional Planning and Economic Develop-
ment Commission

Address of Requesting Entity: 105 E. North
Main Street, Dexter, MO 63841

Description of Request: Provide an earmark
of $11,311,000 for Mississippi River Levees
(MR&T) to continue work on flood protection
projects conducted by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers. This request is consistent with the
intended and authorized purpose of the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, Mississippi River
and Tributaries, Operations and Maintenance
Account.

River Levees,

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Ms. RICHARDSON. Madam Speaker, on
Tuesday, September 29, 2009, | was unavoid-
ably detained and thus missed rolicall vote No.
740.

Had | been present | would have voted as
follows: On rollcall No. 740, Motion to Sus-
pend the Rules and Pass H.R. 905, as
amended, “Thunder Bay National Marine
Sanctuary and Underwater Preserve Boundary
Modification Act of 2009,” | would have voted
“aye.”
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OF AMERICA MEN-
TORS AND VOLUNTEERS HON-
ORED WITH STATUE IN RIVER-
FRONT PARK; SPOKANE, WA

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to recognize the dedica-
tion and commitment to service exemplified by
the mentors and volunteers of the Boy Scouts
of America and to commemorate the installa-
tion of a statue, dedicated in honor of these
mentors and volunteers, in Riverfront Park in
Spokane, Washington.

The support and assistance of the commu-
nity and those directly associated with the Boy
Scouts has made this project a reality. Over
the course of three years, funds were raised
and a location secured for the installation of
the “Footsteps of the Future” statue honoring
the volunteers and mentors involved with the
Boy Scouts of America. A gift from Troop 325
and the Inland Northwest Council of the Boy
Scouts to the City of Spokane, this bronze
statue, over seven feet in height, is inspired by
the National Boy Scouts of America statuette
that is oftentimes given to those attaining
Eagle Scout rank. The models for the statue
are two Boy Scouts from Troop 325; the older
Scout is depicted pointing the way for the
younger Scout.

However, perhaps the greatest impetus be-
hind this project was the inspired service of a
Spokane-area man who devoted nearly 40
years of his life mentoring the youth in our
community as a Boy Scout leader. Dean
Dinnison, former Scoutmaster of Troop 325,
served honorably with the United States Ma-
rine Corps for four years during World War II.
It is fitting, then, that the statue honoring his
commitment to service and that of countless
other mentors and volunteers should be
placed at the western-most edge of Riverfront
Park, in the Veterans Park.

Madam Speaker, as we recognize 100
years of Scouting in America this year, | be-
lieve the ongoing service of our Nation’s Boy
Scouts and the mentors and volunteers who
help shape them as leaders in our commu-
nities deserves recognition. It is my hope that
this statue, like the two boys it is modeled
after and the man who inspired its creation,
will serve to inspire future generations of our
Nation’s youth to a vibrant life of civic involve-
ment. | invite my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring the volunteers, mentors, and Scouts of
the Boy Scouts of America and in commemo-
rating the dedication of the “Footsteps to the
Future” statue.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. DAVIS of lllinois. Madam Speaker, |
was unable to cast votes on the following leg-
islative measures on September 29, 2009. If |
were present for rollcall votes, | would have
voted Yea on each of the following:

Roll 740, September 29, 2009: On Motion to
Suspend the Rules and Pass, as Amended:

BOY SCOUTS
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H.R. 905, Thunder Bay National Marine Sanc-
tuary and Underwater Preserve Boundary
Modification Act.

Roll 741, September 29, 2009: On Motion to
Suspend the Rules and Agree: H. Res. 16,
Supporting the goals and ideals of National
Life Insurance Awareness Month.

Roll 742, September 29, 2009: On Motion to
Instruct Conferees: H.R. 2997, Making appro-
priations for Agriculture, Rural Development,
Food and Drug Administration, and Related
Agencies programs for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2010, and for other purposes.

FISCAL NEW YEAR

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Madam Speak-
er, Happy New Year.

Today is October first, the start of the 2010
Fiscal Year. That means it is also Fiscal New
Year.

My short time here in Washington has con-
vinced me that many inside the Beltway are
out of touch with the real day-to-day lives of
those in the rest of the country.

So we should do what many Americans do,
and use the New Year as an opportunity to re-
assess how we are doing, and to make reso-
lutions to improve our behavior.

Today, | offer some Fiscal New Year Reso-
lutions for Congress:

Number One: Balance the budget.

CBO estimates that the 2009 deficit will be
1.6 trillion dollars, and the cumulative deficit
over the next ten years will equal 9.1 trillion
dollars.

Number Two: Lower our debt.

Even if we stop deficit spending, we already
carry 11 trillion in debt. We should be ad-
dressing this burden, not increasing it.

Number Three: Act responsibly.

We need to make sure Congress can and
does read the bills they pass. We need time
to study and evaluate them before a vote.

Number Four: Study economics.

Congress obviously needs some lessons in
how markets work. We need to recognize that
Government control in what should be the pri-
vate sector destroys efficiencies. We need to
reward success, not bail-out failure. And we
need to understand that government competi-
tion destroys markets.

Madam Speaker, | hope Congress can so
resolve.

MOTION TO GO TO CONFERENCE
ON H.R. 2918, LEGISLATIVE
BRANCH APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2010

SPEECH OF

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 23, 2009

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | strongly
support many provisions in H.R. 2918, the
Legislative Branch Appropriations Act of 2009,
including funding for the Census Bureau, the
U.S. Capitol Police, the Government Account-
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ability Office, GAO, and the Ryan White AIDS
Program. | cannot, however, support the inclu-
sion of approximately $10.8 billion in war fund-
ing and as such, | oppose the bill.

As an ardent supporter of the U.S. Postal
Service, USPS, | commend the inclusion of
provisions in this bill that would reduce the
amount USPS must contribute to the Postal
Service Retiree Health Benefits Fund to $1.5
million from $5.4 million, ensuring its survival
through the end of this month. Congress has
a responsibility to the communities it rep-
resents to ensure that the USPS and the irre-
placeable services it provides as a universal
mail delivery service are maintained.

This legislation appropriately increases the
funding for the U.S. Census Bureau to $7.1
billion to ensure that the agency can meet the
demands of the upcoming census in 2010.
The census is vital in fulfilling our Constitu-
tional duties under Article 1, Section 2, which
are intended to ensure that the people have
equal representation in government at the
state and federal level. | also fully support the
provisions in this bill providing $328 million for
the dedicated men and women of the U.S.
Capitol Police and $572 million for the GAO.

| strongly oppose the inclusion of funding for
the wars in Irag and Afghanistan in this bill.
The war in lrag was based on false intel-
ligence and an inaccurate, government spon-
sored, propaganda campaign. This body was
given a mandate by the American people in
2006 to get out of Irag. Congress has the abil-
ity, through the power of the purse, to end the
occupation of Irag and bring all troops and
contractors home immediately. Failure to do
so continues to put our brave and honorable
troops in harm’s way.

| also oppose dedicating more resources to
Afghanistan. The people of Afghanistan are
suffering horribly from 8 years of war. During
that time, the Afghan central government has
become increasingly corrupt and has failed to
meet the needs of the Afghan people.

Violence in Afghanistan continues to grow.
The United Nations General Assembly Secu-
rity Council reports “an average of 898 inci-
dents in the first seven months of 2009, com-
pared to 677 during the same time frame in
2008. Incidents involving improvised explosive
devices have risen dramatically, to an average
of more than eight per day, 60 per cent higher
than the average during the first seven months
of 2008. Complex attacks now average one
per month compared to one per quarter in
2008.” This past August was reported to be
the “deadliest month since the beginning of
2009.”

| am also dismayed by the inclusion of lan-
guage that unilaterally bars all funding for As-
sociation of Community Organizations for Re-
form Now, ACORN. | have serious concerns
that such language constitutes a bill of attain-
der. The Constitution expressly prohibits Con-
gress from legislatively punishing an individual
or specific class of people, and | believe that
this action is an effort to circumvent the pro-
tection that the Constitution affords to all peo-
ple and organizations. This country has a ro-
bust judicial system that has been created
precisely for this purpose; we ought to let it do
its job. If a crime has been committed, we
should prosecute the people who have com-
mitted that crime.

Congress and the American public simply
will not tolerate an open-ended commitment of
money and troops while millions of Americans
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are losing their health care, their homes, their
jobs, their pensions, their investments. | sup-
port the Legislative Branch Appropriations bill
by itself. | cannot support it when it is used as
a vehicle for perpetuating the Iraq and Afghan-
istan wars.

——
HONORING COMMANDER SETH
FOSTER HUDGINS III, UNITED

STATES NAVY, FOR 22 YEARS OF
HONORABLE SERVICE

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speaker, | am
pleased to recognize CDR Seth Foster
Hudgins Ill, United States Navy. Commander
Hudgins is retiring from the Navy after 22
years of honorable service as a commissioned
officer. Commander Hudgins is the eldest son
of Seth and Joy Hudgins of Cornwall, NY and
is a 1987 graduate of the United States Naval
Academy. Shortly after graduation, Com-
mander Hudgins entered U.S. Navy under-
graduate flight training, and in 1989, he
earned Naval Aviator wings as a jet pilot.

Since that time, Commander Hudgins has
served his country in many different capac-
ities, most notably serving as his squadron’s
Operations Officer and Acting Executive Offi-
cer in Operation Enduring Freedom. Through-
out his sterling service to our Nation, Com-
mander Hudgins has been awarded the De-
fense Meritorious Service Medal, the Meri-
torious Service Medal, two Air Medals, and the
Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, among
others. He has accumulated over 3000 flight
hours and more than 500 carrier landings.
Commander Hudgins has served our great
country with honor and distinction. | wish him
and his wife Jennifer all the best as he retires
from the Navy and continues to serve our na-
tion at the Joint Interagency Task Force South
in Key West.

———

ENHANCED PARTNERSHIP WITH
PAKISTAN ACT OF 2009

SPEECH OF

HON. AL GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 30, 2009

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, |
rise in strong support of S. 1707, the En-
hanced Partnership with Pakistan Act of 2009,
a bipartisan bill designed to forge a true stra-
tegic partnership with Pakistan and its people,
strengthen its democratic government, and
support Pakistan so it may become a force for
stability in a volatile region.

This legislation triples the authorization for
U.S. economic, social, and democratic devel-
opment assistance to Pakistan to $1.5 billion
a year for fiscal years 2010 through 2014. The
bill provides that this aid be provided with a
particular focus on strengthening democratic
institutions, promoting economic development,
and improving Pakistan’s public education sys-
tem.

The bill also authorizes military assistance
to Pakistan to help it disrupt and defeat al
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Qaeda and relevant insurgent elements, and
requires that such assistance be focused pri-
marily on helping Pakistan with its critical
counterinsurgency and counterterrorism ef-
forts.

The security of Pakistan and the United
States is closely linked. We cannot succeed in
defeating al Qaeda by ourselves. Therefore, it
is critically important that we develop a robust,
long-term relationship with our strategic part-
ners to prevail against those who threaten our
national security.

S. 1707 is an essential tool in our efforts to
dismantle terrorism and underscores the
United States’ long-term commitment to the
people of Pakistan.

| urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting S. 1707, the Enhanced Partnership
with Pakistan Act of 2009.

———

GEOTHERMAL PRODUCTION
EXPANSION ACT

HON. JAY INSLEE

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. INSLEE. Madam Speaker, today, | intro-
duced the bipartisan Geothermal Production
Expansion Act with Representative MIKE SIMP-
SON, and | thank him for his leadership on this
issue. Our bill will ensure that we tap into
clean geothermal energy using on-the-shelf
technologies.

Geothermal energy has great potential to
add clean energy to American electricity sup-
plies. It is especially promising as a renewable
resource because it is a base load power
which doesn’t require any fossil fuel backup.

However, at this point in time, proven geo-
thermal resources have at times gone unde-
veloped in instances involving adjoining fed-
eral lands because speculators increasingly
drive up the cost of federal lands adjacent to
a geothermal development site. This hurts de-
velopers who take on the upfront cost of ex-
ploration and developing a site because when
an exploration proves fruitful, the developer is
bid out of the market due to extremely high
leasing costs for adjacent lands. In many
cases, the end result is that the development
is halted and no clean energy comes online.

Already under EPACT 2005 amendments,
BLM is allowed to issue three different non-
competitive leases for geothermal resources,
which include: non-competitive geothermal
leases to mining claim holders that have a
valid operating plan (having invested capital),
direct use leases and leases on parcels that
do not sell at a competitive auction.

The Geothermal Production Expansion Act
is a targeted approach to the aforementioned
speculation problem, simply creating a fourth
category whereby the Bureau of Land Man-
agement (BLM) may issue a non-competitive
geothermal lease, allowing qualified compa-
nies who hold legal rights to develop geo-
thermal leases on certain adjoining lands.

An added benefit, the bill will significantly
accelerate the development of geothermal
projects by reducing the time spent on nomi-
nating and waiting for an auction, which can
add a minimum of one-to-two years to the de-
velopment phase of a geothermal resource.

This bill is a reasonable policy to ensure
that developers who have invested substantial
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capital and made high risk investments can
secure and develop geothermal discoveries.
Additionally, it will help add renewable, do-
mestically produced energy resources to the
American consumers’ electricity supply. | be-
lieve that this is an important issue and | hope
that the House will soon consider this legisla-
tion.

———

HONORING OUR NATION’S ICBM
FORCE ON ITS 50TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. EARL POMEROY

OF NORTH DAKOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. POMEROY. Madam Speaker, | would
like to recognize the 20th Air Force as we pre-
pare to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the
nation’s nuclear Intercontinental Ballistic Mis-
sile (ICBM) force. | have had the privilege of
working with the Airmen who maintain this crit-
ical piece of our nuclear triad throughout my
career in Congress and have seen first hand
the commitment and dedication of all of those
involved in ensuring that this crucial capability
remains ready to respond on a moments no-
tice.

The history of our ICBM force began in
1954 with the establishment of the Western
Development Division. The Western Develop-
ment Division was responsible for the develop-
ment of the first generation of underground
ICBM’s, the Titans, and the above-ground
Atlas.

This development lead to the initial alert of
a nuclear warhead equipped ICBM, an Atlas
D, at Vandenberg Air Force Base, California,
in October of 1959. Soon after, work began on
the Minuteman | missile, a second generation
ICBM that would be on alert by the time of the
Cuban Missile Crisis in 1962. Within three
years the Air Force had replaced all of its first
generation ICBM’s with Minuteman | and a
newer more advanced version, the Minuteman
Il. The Minuteman Il would remain in service
for the next 30 years.

By the 1970’s the Air Force had developed
the Minuteman IIl with the first squadron of
Minuteman 1ll missiles at Minot Air Force
Base, North Dakota reaching operational sta-
tus by the end of December 1970. With the
threat of the Soviet Union developing and de-
ploying an increasing number of multi-warhead
ICBM’s the Air Force began to develop a third
generation ICBM that would become the
Peacekeeper. The Peacekeeper would ulti-
mately be deployed in 1987 at F.E. Warren Air
Force Base in Wyoming.

For the past 50 years, the ICBM fleet has
provided an important nuclear deterrent, which
at its peak included more than 1,200 missiles.
Today the Air Force has 450 Minuteman III
ICBM’s on alert in North Dakota, Montana,
Wyoming, Colorado and Nebraska. As the Air
Force activates Air Force Global Strike Com-
mand, a brand-new command committed sole-
ly to the nuclear deterrence mission, the 20th
Air Force and the ICBM mission will transfer
from Air Force Space Command to Air Force
Global Strike Command.

Madam Speaker, the citizens of the United
States have been lucky to have the Airmen of
the 20th Air Force diligently working to operate
and secure this vital component of our nation’s
security for the past 50 years. These Airmen
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have maintained a constant state of vigilance
24 hours a day, seven days a week, per-
forming vital operations, maintenance and se-
curity missions across the missile fields in
areas that to the untrained eye look just like
any other place in America. This is a mission
that demands a constant level of alert to re-
spond in an instant should it ever become
necessary to employ our arsenal. This con-
stant vigilance has served America so well in
the past is poised to continue well into the fu-
ture. | know my fellow Members of the House
of Representatives will join me in congratu-
lating the Air Force’s 50 years of commitment
to the ICBM mission with the highest stand-
ards of performance.

ANTHONY P. DEANGELO

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. QUIGLEY. Madam Speaker, today | rise
in recognition of Anthony P. DeAngelo, a val-
ued member of my staff. Tomorrow, October
2, is Anthony’s last day as the Staff Assistant/
Press Assistant in my Washington, D.C. office.
His dedication to serving the people of the llli-
nois Fifth District is very much appreciated,
and he will be greatly missed.

Anthony joined my staff prior to my election
to Congress in April of this year. He then
made the trip to our nation’s capital and was
instrumental in establishing my Washington,
DC office. He helped establish our new media
programs, press operations and intern pro-
gram. He always took the time to make con-
stituents feel at home in our office and en-
sured that their trips to Washington were
memorable and worthwhile.

Tomorrow he leaves to take a position as
Deputy Communications Director in the Office
of Congresswoman DEBBIE HALVORSON. | am
pleased he will continue to serve the people of
lllinois, and | wish him the best of luck in his
future endeavors.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF DR. VASCO SMITH

HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life and legacy of a great Mem-
phian and a great American, Dr. Vasco Smith.
Dr. Smith was one of the true stalwarts of civil
rights in the city of Memphis and in the nation.
Dr. Smith lived a life of service and sacrifice.

Vasco Smith served our nation in the Air
Force in the Korean War. A graduate of
LeMoyne College in Memphis and Meharry
Medical College in Nashville, Dr. Smith was a
dentist by profession. In 1955, he and his wife,
Maxine, returned to their beloved Memphis,
completely segregated at the time, and used
their passion and commitment to become
leaders in the Civil Rights movement.

In 1962, Dr. Smith convinced the owner of
the segregated Malco Theatre in downtown
Memphis to gradually integrate by selling tick-
ets to African-Americans in the “whites only”
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orchestra level of the theatre. In their pursuit
to end racial discrimination, the Smiths en-
dured numerous death threats, many arrests
by the police, and the tragic murders of their
friends Dr. Martin Luther King and Medgar
Evers.

In 1973, Dr. Smith became the first African-
American elected to an at-large position on
the Shelby County Commission where he
served until 1994. Dr. Smith was a compas-
sionate and effective County Commissioner.
He and | served together as Commissioners
from 1978 to 1980. During this time on the
Commission, we worked together to build the
Regional Medical Center, our charity hospital
and trauma center in Shelby County that
serves people who would otherwise have no
access to health care. He and fellow County
Commissioner Jesse Turner, Sr., who also
served as National Treasurer for the NAACP,
were known as “the freedom fighters.” They
fought for civil rights in Memphis and stood up
when others did not. They were always the
voices of conscience, reasonableness, and
morality in our community.

Vasco Smith was a loving husband to Max-
ine Smith. As Wendi Thomas of the Commer-
cial Appeal noted, it is difficult to think of either
Smith without the other because they were a
team; indeed, together they were a force for
change and progress. Maxine Smith served as
the Executive Secretary of the Memphis
branch of the NAACP for more than forty
years and continues to serve on the NAACP
National Board of Directors. For two decades,
Maxine Smith served on the Memphis City
School Board. She served on the Tennessee
Board of Regents for over a decade. Married
56 years, Maxine and Vasco Smith were true
soulmates. Together, they had one son, Dr.
Vasco “Smitty” Smith, Ill, a dentist like his fa-
ther, who made his parents very proud.

Dr. Vasco Smith was a special man to me
because he showed moral rectitude of a type
that's rarely seen. He knew justice beyond
color and will be remembered in Memphis as
a great civil rights leader, a husband, a father,
a professional, and a great Memphian.

He will be buried Friday. | will be there with
him. His was a life well lived.

————

HONORING THE SECOND HONOR
FLIGHT OF SOUTHERN NEW
MEXICO

HON. HARRY TEAGUE

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. TEAGUE. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to speak in honor of the World War |l veterans
from my district who are traveling to Wash-
ington, D.C. today on the Second Honor Flight
of Southern New Mexico.

The Honor Flight of Southern New Mexico
was established by business and community
leaders in my district who are devoted to hon-
oring our veterans. The aim of the program is
to provide as many World War |l veterans as
possible with the opportunity to see the World
War Il Memorial here in Washington, D.C. at
no cost to them. Last October, Southern New
Mexico had its First Honor Flight, which was
a great success. Southern New Mexico’s Sec-
ond Honor Flight departed from El Paso Inter-
national Airport this morning carrying World
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War |l veterans from my district who have
never had an opportunity to see the World
War Il Memorial that was built in their honor.
These veterans, who risked their lives to de-
fend the freedoms we enjoy today, will land at
Reagan National Airport where they will be
greeted with a grand salute. From there, they
will have an opportunity to visit the World War
Il Memorial for the very first time. At the me-
morial, there will be a wreath laying ceremony
in honor of veterans who have passed away,
a memory session for the veterans to share
their World War Il stories, and a group photo
so that they can remember this day for the
rest of their lives. They will return home this
evening.

These veterans fought nobly for our free-
doms and we cannot even begin to repay
them for their sacrifices. The least we can do
is try to show them the depth of our gratitude
by providing them with this once in a lifetime
opportunity to visit their memorial. | am proud
that every dollar that is paying for this honor
flight came from private citizens who recog-
nize the immense sacrifice these veterans
made to ensure their liberty. This flight would
not be possible without the dedication of
Judge Robert Brack and Judge Leslie Smith of
Las Cruces, who initially spearheaded the idea
of bringing the Honor Flight program to South-
ern New Mexico. In addition, the Honor Flight
Board of Directors comprised of Chairman Bill
Mattiace, Vice-Chairman Darrell Wall, Treas-
urer Gary Lenzo, and Secretary Patsy A.
Duran contributed much time and energy to
advocating for this cause, and to recruiting
board members. Board Members Steven Alex-
ander, Walt Baker, Pat Carr, Jag Cheema,
Denton Holmes, Dolores Connor, J.R. Turner,
Susie Cordero, Carrie Contreras, Debbie
Hanssen, and Dolores Archuleta have also
made invaluable contributions through their
tireless efforts to expand the Honor Flight pro-
gram and seek out donors. The generosity
these private citizens have shown is an exam-
ple of the bigheartedness that is a true part of
the American spirit, and | am touched by their
willingness to provide such a rare and mean-
ingful opportunity to their friends, neighbors,
and even perfect strangers.

From the Western Front to the Eastern
Front, from the Pacific and Asian Theatre to
the African Theatre, Americans from our
“greatest generation” risked life and limb to
halt the rise of fascism. We owe them more
thanks than we can ever express. | welcome
these brave veterans to Washington and to
their memorial.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JOHN H. ADLER

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. ADLER of New Jersey. Madam Speak-
er, today, | was not present in Washington,
DC to cast the following votes, because | was
attending a ceremony to commemorate the
first operating day of Joint Base McGuire/Dix/
Lakehurst in New Jersey’s 3rd Congressional
District. Joint Base McGuire/Dix/Lakehurst is
the first tri-service base in the country, and
today was significant for my district and the
United States military. If | were present, |
would have voted the following way.
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1) Republican Motion to Instruct Conferees
on H.R. 2892—Department of Homeland Se-
curity Appropriations Act, 2010—I would have
voted yes.

2) H. Res. 517—Congratulating the Univer-
sity of Washington women’s softball team for
winning the 2009 Women’s College World Se-
ries—I| would have voted yes.

3) H. Res. 487—Recognizing the 100th an-
niversary of the State News at Michigan State
University—I would have voted yes.

4) H. Res. 788—Rule providing for consider-
ation of the Conference Report on H.R.
3183—Energy and Water Development and
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2010—I
would have voted yes.

5) H. Res. 692—Supporting the goals and
ideals of Tay-Sachs Awareness Month—I
would have voted yes.

6) H. Con. Res. 151—Expressing the sense
of Congress that China release democratic ac-
tivist Liu Xiaobo from imprisonment—I would
have voted yes.

7) Final Passage of the Conference Report
on H.R. 3183—Energy and Water Develop-
ment and Related Agencies Appropriations
Act, 2010—I would have voted yes.

EARMARK DECLARATION
HON. WALTER B. JONES

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. JONES. Madam Speaker, pursuant to
the Republican Leadership standards on ear-
marks, | am submitting the following informa-
tion regarding project funding | received as
part of H.R. 3293, the Departments of Labor,
Health and Human Services, and Education,
and Related Agencies Appropriations Act,
2010:

Rep. WALTER B. JONES

Project: Metabolic Institute

Recipient: East Carolina University

Account: Health Resources and Services
Administration (HRSA)—Health Facilities and
Services

Amount: $222,000

Explanation: The funding will allow the Met-
abolic Institute at East Carolina University to
develop a clinical research center and labora-
tory to advance the Metabolic Institute’s study
of new technology and medical treatments for
obesity and diabetes. Diabetes is an epidemic:
diabetes is the sixth leading cause of death in
the U.S., afflicts more than 7 percent of the
population, and cost our economy about $174
billion in 2007 alone, according to the Amer-
ican Diabetes Association. The Metabolic Insti-
tute will continue to build on East Carolina
University’s pioneer metabolic advancements,
including the Greenville Gastric Bypass, to ex-
plore the question of why diabetes disappears
in four out of five patients with the disease
after they undergo gastric bypass surgery.

HONORING WOODY WATSON
HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR.

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, October 1, 2009
Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, my grand-
mother taught for 40 years and my sister Bev-
erly, taught for over 30 years in the public
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schools of Tennessee. | am proud of both of
them.

In Tuesday’s Knoxville News Sentinel, there
was an interview with Woody Watson, whom
| have known since high school.

Mr. Watson has now taught in Knox County
Tennessee where | also am from, for 41
years. Very few people teach for that long,
and those who do should be highly praised.

| admire and respect Woody Watson for his
many years of dedication to the young people
of east Tennessee.

| would like to call to the attention of my col-
leagues and other readers of the RECORD, the
News Sentinel interview with Mr. Watson.

[From knoxnews.com, Sept. 29, 2009]

40 YEARS OF EDUCATING: WATSON AND
ANDERSON
(By Jessica Boyd)

EDITOR’S NOTE: The News Sentinel will
profile two local teachers who each have
about 40 years of education experience with-
in the community in this twice monthly se-
ries.

WOODY WATSON, 41 YEARS

Woody Watson, 62, says a smile and a kind
word goes a long way when dealing with stu-
dents. He should know since he’s been smil-
ing and speaking kindly to them for 41 years.
The Knoxville native taught eighth-grade
science at Karns Middle School for 23 years
before he spent nine years at Northwest Mid-
dle School teaching the same thing. He’s
been back in action as a seventh-grade
teacher at Karns Middle since 2001. ‘I always
tell people, I taught eighth grade for 32
years,”’ the University of Tennessee graduate
in natural science said before he laughed.
““And then I got demoted.”

Why teaching? “‘I liked the subject matter,
and I like being around young people, they
keep me young at heart. I just couldn’t go
sit at a cubicle and do the same thing every
day.”

What techniques do you use to teach? ‘I
like to have students get involved and be
hands on in the science lab to help them un-
derstand the world they live in.”

Do you have a favorite year? ‘I think that
would probably be 1986. The highlight of that
year is we took a trip to New Orleans for a
long weekend, and (the students) learned
about the history of the area.”

What has changed for better since you’ve
been teaching? ‘‘Our class averages were low-
ered. State law has limited that to 30 in sev-
enth and eighth grade . . . It really makes a
difference to have five or six fewer kids in a
class.”

What has changed for worse since you’ve
been teaching? ‘“When I came to Karns, it
was a small farming community. Of course
now the farms have been sold off, and it’s
wall-to-wall subdivisions, so just the lack of
the community closeness and the breakdown
of the family.”

What’s been the best advancement in edu-
cation? ‘“‘Probably all the information avail-
able online . . . I think Karns Middle was
one of the first schools to have a computer
lab when the first Apple computers came out
back in the 80s. That area of technology has
made a lot of opportunities for our students.
It also presents some problems if the parents
don’t monitor what the kids are doing.”’

Do you have any words of wisdom for
teachers just starting out? ‘‘Be patient, keep
up with your paperwork, and try not to be
overwhelmed with all the things you have to
do that’s not related to the teaching of stu-
dents.”

ARCHIE ANDERSON, 42 YEARS

Archie Anderson, 65, taught for 26 years at
Maryville Middle School before he made the
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big switch to administration. For 12 years,
he was the assistant principal of the middle
school before he made an even bigger switch.
Now he’s in charge of transportation and at-
tendance for Maryville City Schools. Archie
graduated from Maryville College and re-
ceived his master’s degree at Tennessee
Tech.

What do you do now?

“I come up with bus routes, and I work
with the bus owner. I'm kind of a trouble
shooter. I handle all parent and or school
complaints and try to resolve all those.”

What did you teach before you moved into
administration?

“I taught P.E. I coached football, basket-
ball and track for about 26 years.”

Did you have a favorite year when you
were teaching?

“I enjoyed the early years because being a
younger guy, it seemed like I had better re-
lationships with kids. As you get older and
your hair’s grey and you have more wrin-
kles, kids are more standoffish.”

What’s the coolest technological advance-
ment you’ve seen?

‘“Computers in the classroom and access to
the internet. Everything you want is there.
The negative part is we’'ve got text mes-
saging and cell phones in the classroom. So
(technology) is not all good. That’s a daily
struggle.”

Do you miss teaching? ‘I miss the rela-
tionship with the students. I don’t get to
know the students as well as I used to. I have
gotten to know the staff better . . . I've real-
ly gotten to know the administrators of the
schools.”

EARMARK DECLARATION

HON. KEVIN BRADY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Madam Speaker, pur-
suant to the Republican Leadership standards
on earmarks, | am submitting the following in-
formation regarding earmarks | received as
part of H.R. 3183—Energy and Water Devel-
opment and Related Agencies Appropriations
Act, 2010.

Requesting Member: Congressman KEVIN
BRADY, Texas 8th Congressional District

Bill Number: H.R. 3183—Energy and Water
Development and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 2010

Project: Sam Rayburn Reservoir Operations
& Maintenance

Account: Operations and Maintenance, U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers

Requesting Entity: U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers, Fort Worth District

Address of Requesting Entity: 819 Taylor
Street, Fort Worth, TX 76102

This is the third year I've requested funding
to repair the Twin Dikes Park marine launch-
ing complex since its collapse due to Hurri-
cane Rita, erosion, and excessive wave ac-
tion. Unfortunately, the Corps has a backlog of
maintenance on some of the most widely used
recreational facilities at Lake Sam Rayburn. In
addition to Twin Dikes Park launching com-
plex, | continue to support the U.S. Corps of
Engineers annual request for funding to oper-
ate and maintain the lakes, and other water
resources of East and Southeast Texas.

The $5,937,000 included in this conference
report will be allocated to perform annual op-
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erations and maintenance of the Sam Rayburn
Dam and Reservoir.

————

CELEBRATING THE FIRST YEAR
ANNIVERSARY OF REVEREND
PATRICIA A. REEBERG AS PAS-
TOR OF THE REJOICE MIN-
ISTRIES—CHURCH OF THE HEAL-
ING EPHESUS SEVENTH-DAY AD-
VENTISTS CHURCH IN HARLEM

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to celebrate my dear friend Reverend Patricia
A. Reeberg as the Rejoice Ministry of the
Church of the Healing Ephesus Seventh-Day
Adventists Church celebrates her First Year
Anniversary, which took place on Sunday,
September 20, 2009.

The Reverend Patricia A. Reeberg, an Am-
bassador for Christ, is a woman of faith, char-
acter and action. Her life’s call is to “equip the
saints.” The vocation God has assigned to her
to fulfill this call is to preach the Gospel. Rev.
Reeberg is the Pastor of Rejoice Ministries—
The Church of Healing, which was formed
under the direction of the Holy Spirit on De-
cember 31, 2008.

She has a served on the ministerial staff at
St. Paul Baptist Church, Memorial Baptist
Church, Crawford Memorial United Methodist
Church, Believers Christian Fellowship, Beck
Presbyterian Church, and Bethesda Baptist
Church. Patricia A. Reeberg earned her Mas-
ters of Divinity at Union Theological Seminary
in New York City. She also augmented her
training at Harvard Divinity School Summer
Leadership Institute, Interdenominational
School of Theology Church Administration and
Management, and Columbia University Grad-
uate School of Business for Not-for-Profit
Management.

Pastor Reeberg is the recipient of numerous
awards and appointments, including, Commis-
sioner on the Civilian Complaint Review
Board; the Charles E. Merrill Fellowship from
Harvard Divinity School; and was also a
founding board member of Harlem Congrega-
tions for Community Improvement. Pastor
Reeberg is also registered in the National
Register's Who’s Who in Executives and Pro-
fessionals, 2004-2010; and Who’s Who of
American Women 2006—-2009.

Her many accomplishments also include
first woman and the first Baptist minister to
serve as Executive Director and Chief Execu-
tive Officer of the Council of the Churches of
the City of New York. As an entrepreneur,
Rev. Reeberg is the owner of Cruise Planners
and SM&G Consultation. She has published
numerous articles and is working on her first
book entitled, “And The Lord Shall Gather Me
Up,” to be published in 2009.

Please join me in celebrating Reverend Pa-
tricia A. Reeberg on her First Year Anniver-
sary as Pastor of the Rejoice Ministries of the
Church of the Healing Ephesus Seventh-Day
Adventists Church, located in my Congres-
sional District in Harlem.
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HONORING THE
ACHIEVEMENTS
“TTF”’ BINGHAM

HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life of Mr. Charles “Tif” Bingham,
one of the kindest and most personable indi-
viduals | have ever known. He was always
thinking of people and was truly concerned
about others. His smile and demeanor at-
tracted friends and warmed their spirits.

Tif Bingham graduated from Yale University
and then served our country as a captain and
fighter pilot in the Marine Corps. In 1960, he

LIFE AND
OF CHARLES

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

moved to Memphis as a Vice-President for
Conwood Corporation.

He was a civic leader, serving as the Exec-
utive Director of the Memphis Chamber of
Commerce and founder of the Mid-South Par-
kinson’s Disease Foundation.

Tif was one of the founders and Second
President of the Memphis In May International
Festival, which highlights the best of Memphis
culture: music, barbecue, and arts. Each year
the festival showcases the best of Memphis
and, simultaneously, brings the world to our
city, exposing our citizens to people from
around the globe, enriching our lives and ex-
panding our horizons.

| have had the pleasure of representing Tif
and wife Sandy as constituents of the Ninth
District. They were frequent visitors on Capitol
Hill and were much loved by those in which
they came in contact with. Several members
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of Congress as well as Jimmy Miller, Director
of Committee Facilities and Travel for the
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee,
wish to express their deepest regrets to the
Bingham family.

Tif Bingham was an avid sailor and world
traveler. As grandson of U.S. Senator Hiram
Bingham, who discovered Machu Picchu, he
inherited a curiosity and urge to explore the
world, all to be knowledgeable about public af-
fairs. He leaves his wife Sandy Dickey, to
whom he was married for 27 years. Sandy
loved Tif and was the epitome of “for better or
worse”. He is also survived by three children,
Eleanor Bingham Mallory, Grace Bingham and
Charles Bingham and six grandchildren.

Tif Bingham loved life and lived it to the full-
est. He enriched the lives of his family, friends
and the city of Memphis. He will be sorely
missed and always remembered.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-12T18:07:11-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




